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| don't care what Reverend Bowen says; complain- 
ing is far more useful than a rubber bracelet. 
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phan day job as a radio-station receptionist 
gives little indication of her nighttime prowls. 
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musical virtuosity but stay for the pop textures. 
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IT It's Spike Lee's birthday! A benefit for the Parkland AVALANCHE They haven't 
| Celebrate by renting his Institute, featuring music | not made the playoffs yet! 
rambunctious 1986 debut | and more. Drop a few bills | | Perhaps this will be another 
film, newly issued on home into the hat, won't you? At | Step towards a late-season 
video by MGM. Please baby, | Naked on Jasper. | miracle. You like miracles, no? 
| please baby, please baby, | | | AtRexall Place and on TVs 
| baby baby please! | everywhere. 
\ \ 
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MODERNISM Until May 3, | | FRAGMENTS The other | Broken Social Scene's Jason “Venerable” is usually just drama of the youngest In. 2004, Michel lost a Juno FILM FESTIVAL Alberta's 
the AGA presents a look | |  buzzed-about Ellen Page Collett is musically bipolar: critic-speak for “been around Romanov daughter, Award for Best New Artist filmmaking talent of 
at Edmonton's status as a | indie flick. Or maybe substi- | it's either soft folksiness or for along time and did a presented by the innovative to fellow nominee Michael tomorrow, today! At Metro 
| leader in modernist art in the | | _ tute “hugely overshadowed” | distorted mayhem for this bunch of different stuff.” But Ballet Jorgen Canada. At Bublé, What a crock. At the Cinema. 
| "70s and ’BOs—we'll leave | for “buzzed-about.” Page | | guy.Wecan'twait to see when it comes to the lovely, the Maclab Centre For The Myer Horowitz Theatre. 
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\EWS PROVINCIAL OPPOSITION - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 71 words 


Two Households 







THE LIBERALS AND THE NDP 
WON'T BE UNITING ANYTIME 
500N, BUT CAN THEY WORK 
TOGETHER ANYWAY? 





Laurie Blakeman knows what to ex- 
pect from the coming spring session 
of the Alberta Legislature. 

The three-term Liberal MLA for 
Edmonton-Centre was one of only 
seven Liberals who won their ridings 

the 2001 election, so she knows 
from experience what a diminished 
opposition means: a struggle to keep 
tp-to-date on her critic files and very 
little real discussion in the Legisla- 

re. 

“People lose hope,” she says. “Even 
ndividuals who are willing to serve 
lose hope. I’ve got to tell you, there 
re days when | wonder, ‘What the 
hell am I doing here?’” 

And she’s not the only one. The 
NDP had their seats cut in half in the 

Ost recent provincial election, and 
‘°st official party status. 

‘Its obviously harder,” says NDP 





Illustration By Genevieve Simms 


leader Brian Mason. “Fewer people 
with fewer resources trying to keep a 
large government accountable.” 

No one is denying it’s hard to be 
anything but a capital-C Conserva- 
tive in Alberta politics, but at some 
point, if any kind of progressive 
political movement is going to sur- 
vive in this province, politicians and 
citizens have to start looking at what 
can be accomplished. The idea of a 
“united left” party is in the air once 
again, and while most Liberal and 
NDP members think a merger is 
unlikely, there are areas where the 
two parties can work together in the 
Legislature, issues that would benefit 
both of them and which would go a 
long way to strengthening Alberta's 
democracy. 


Forget The United Left 

For those of you still dreaming of a 
single left-wing alternative, Harold 
Jansen, a political scientist at the 
University of Lethbridge, says the 
notion that such a merger would 
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66 WE WOULD BE BETTER SERVED IF WE 

HAD A REAL OPPOSITION AND A REAL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT. THE BETTER WAY TO 
DO THAT IS TO HAVE ELECTORAL REFORM 


POLITICAL SCIENTIST HAROLD JANSEN. 


produce a powerful left-leaning vot- 
ing bloc is naive and that the Liberals 
and NDP are not the natural allies 
they might appear to be. He points 
to a pre-election Strategic Council 
poll commissioned by The Globe and 
Mail that shows Liberal voters don't 
necessarily like the NDP, and vice 
versa. Among voters who said their 
first choice was Liberal, 30 per cent 
said their second choice was Conser- 
vative. For NDP voters, 42 per cent 
said they’d vote Liberal, but 21 per 
cent also said they’d vote Conserva- 
tive 

David Eggen, the former Edmon- 
ton-Calder NDP MLA who lost on 
March 3 by just 178 votes, agrees 
with Jansen. “This mythology that if 
you add the New Democrat vote and 





the Liberal vote and the Green vote 
and then that’s what we could have 
had—that's absolutely incorrect,” Eg- 
gen says. “I mean, if you believe that, 
then you should go back to political 
science class.’ 

Even though he lost by such a nar- 
row margin, Eggen says he would 
never blame his loss on vote-split- 
ting. He says voters should have a 
multitude of choices on election day. 

Blakeman is more receptive to the 
notion of a “united left” party, but 
says that move would have to come 
from the grassroots of the party, not 
by fiat from party leaders. “When the 
grassroots are willing to let all this 
stuff go and are committed and driv- 
en, and don’t fall back into niggling, 
insulting bullshit,” she says, “then it 
will happen. It is the niggling bullshit 
that ruins it.” 


United For Reforms 

In the meantime, there are institu- 
tional changes that the Liberals and 
the NDP could collaborate on with- 
out a formal union. Jansen thinks 
institutional changes like a move to 
proportional representation would be 
particularly productive. “We would 
be better served if we had a real op- 
position and a real opportunity for 
a change in government,” he says. 
“Having said that, the better way to 
do that is to have electoral reform 
that still allows you to have a diver- 
sity of choices.” 

Not only would proportional rep- 
resentation strengthen the opposi- 
tion benches and allow both parities 
to remain independent, the system 
also -has a good chance of catching 
on in Alberta because the province 
already has a history of proportional 
representation. From 1926 to 1955, 


Alberta used preferential voting sys- 
tems as a form of proportional repre 
sentation. The system involved citi 
zens ranking their choices on a ballot 
instead of picking a single candidate 
out of a wider field. The candidates 


consistently ranked at the top were 
electe 

Both the NDP and the Liberals al- 
ready support electoral reform and 


The 
Liberals have called for the forma- 


proportional representation 


tion of a citizens’ assembly to look | 





into all the different forms of pro- 


portional representation and alterna- 


tive election systems, followed by a | 


plebiscite, and Mason says he’s will- 
ing to work with any political party 
or organization towards proportional 
representation. While it's not clear 
how that mutual goal will play out in 


the Legislature, Blakeman says even | 


before the election the Liberals and 


NDP were working together in small 
ways to get legislation they both 
agreed on to pass 

And proportional representation 
makes sense in the long run for both 
parties. In the last election, the Liber- 
als received 26 per cent of the votes, 
but only 11 per cent of the seats in the 
house. The NDP received nine per 
cent of the votes, and two per cent 
of the seats. 

But even with both the NDP and 
Liberals pushing for electoral re- 
form, Blakeman says the Tories and 
their substantial majority could sim- 
ply quash any move towards propor- 
tional representation. “Are we likely 
to see it?” she asks. “Not a chance. 
These guys get elected by the first- 
past-the-post system.” 

Jansen is more optimistic. Not 
only does Alberta have a history of 
the 
strong Conservative influence in 


proportional representation, 
the province actually makes it more 
practical. “Some of the criticism of 
electoral reform—that it will lead to 
fragmented government and govern- 
ment that won't be able to get things 
done—those arguments are a little 
harder to make in Alberta,” he says. 
“€ven in a bad year like 2004, the 
Conservatives still got 47 per cent 
of the vote.” And with those kinds of 
numbers, it becomes difficult for the 
Tories to argue against proportional 
representation. 

Can we expect a citizens’ assem- 
bly on electoral reform to be struck 
in the spring session of Legislature? 
Probably not. But the next election 
is-still four years away. There's still 
time. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 


| EDMONTON: ANIMALS 
ABANDONED EASTER BUNNIES 


The Edmonton Humane Society doesn't 
want Edmontonians buying Easter bunnies 
this weekend—at least not the real-life kind. 

Every year, the Humane Society receives 
a large number of rabbits and sometimes 
chickens a couple months after Easter. Once 
the “cute” factor of bunnies and chicks 
wears Off, it seems, many people simply 
abandon their new pets, says Humane 
Society spokesperson Diane Shannon. 

Last year, one family bought a box of 
chicks so that their kids could watch them 
hatch over Easter. But once their feathers 
started coming in white, the family left them 
with the Humane Society. 

“Don't fall in love with the cute little faces 
in the pet store and make a spontaneous 
decision,” she says. “A rabbit is going to live 
for 10 years. We have 17 bunnies here that 
are full-grown now that will prove to you 
that they don't stay small.” 

Releasing bunnies to live “in the wild” is an 


even less compassionate option. Although 

Edmonton has its share of wild hares, bun- 

nies are a different species and can't survive 
| on their own, Shannon says, and will most 
likely be killed by a car, a dog, or a coyote. 
Even if the bunny survives through the 
spring and summer, they will likely starve to 
death come winter 


| EDMONTON: TRANSIT 
COMMUNITY CONFERENCE HEARS LONG- 
RANGE PLANS 


At the Edmonton Transit Service community 
conference on Saturday, city transportation 
manager Bob Boutilier emphasized the 
importance of long-range and regional plan- 
ning to a group of dedicated transit riders. 

“There's a lot of people that drive into 
town now," he says. “It would be nice if we 
could capture them on the outside of the 
city with public transit.” 
| The city’s long-range LRT plans include 
extending its northeast leg to the Northern 
Alberta Institute of Technology, expanding 
its reach to West Edmonton Mall and south 
to Millwoods, and adding a line north and 
another one to the airport. Boutilier also 
described an LRT “ring road” that would 
connect outer communities but without a 
detour downtown. 

Boutilier emphasized the importance 
of connecting with regional public transit 
systems as the LRT expands; otherwise, he 
says, there will not be enough ridership to 
justify the building expense. “Building an 
LRT line with the view that it will run people 
back and forth to the airport is wrong,” he 
said, “That is not enough ridership.” 

But those grand plans are very far in the 
future. More immediately, ETS must deal. 
with a 7.5 per cent increase in ridership and 
only 11 new buses this year to accommodate 
it. 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE Wee, 


GG WE ARE HERE TO EXPLODE THE MYTH THAT 


THE WAR IN IRAQIS THE BAD WAR AND THE WAR |\ 
AFGHANISTAN |S THE GOOD WAR 


—Athabasca University professor Tony Simmons, during the Edmonton Coalition Against War and Racism’s March 15 pro-peace a 
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OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 


ALBERTA-CONSERVATIVEPROMISES 
BUT T'S THE ECONOMY'S FAULT! 


Only 10 days after the provincial election, 
the Conservatives were trying to distance 
themselves from the $8 billion in election 
promises made by Ed Stelmach. 

Pointing to dire news coming out of the 
U.S. about the effects of the sub-prime 
mortgage fiasco, newly appointed finance 
minister Iris Evans announced that election 
promises might be delayed if the economy 
slows. (Those promises include funding for 
infrastructure, tax breaks for young families, 
and financial aid for students.) 

But then, five days after announcing that 
the Tories might have to delay or cut back 
these promises, Evans was telling Albertans 
that there's nothing to fear, that Alberta can 
withstand any economic storm. 

Stelmach ran under the slogan “Change.” 
If he really wants to prove he's not Ralph 
Klein, he won't pull the pre-election 
bait/post-election switch that we've seen 
all too often. 


"| ALBERTA: HEALTHCARE 


ws 2 





| THE UEPERT FACTOR 


| EDMONTON: TRANSIT. 
| LOOK TO THE FEDS FOR TRANSIT DOLLARS 


MARCH 15, 2008 | 12:23:33 PM MI DOWNTOWN EDMONTON | PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


Antiwar protesters march from the Alberta Legislature to City Hall 
to call for the removal of soldiers from Iraq and Afghanistan 


BY THE NUMBERS 


DEATH TOLL 


NUMBER OF CANADIAN SOLDIERS WHO HAVE DIED IN AFGHANISTAN 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 














“There is still the threat of privatization lurk- 

ing in the wings,” warned Friends of Medicare 
| executive director Suzanne Marshall before 
| the provincial election. 

She pointed to private clinics and 
corporate takeovers of publicly operated 
retirement homes as signs that the battle 
against Ralph Klein's “Third Way” wasn't 
over. 

And if you needed any more convincing, 
the appointment of Ron Liepert as Minister 
of Health should have clinched it. Prior to 
| this appointment, Liepert served as Minister 
| of Education, and used that position to 

champion public-private partnerships 

(P3s) for building schools, despite Nova 

Scotia's poor experience with P3 schools 
| and numerous reports warning against the 
practice, | 

Both Ed Stelmach and Lieperthavesaid | 
that the “Third Way" is dead. Why not prove | 
it by reinvesting heavily in the public system? - | 
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| extensions to the northeast and south. 


| about the locations of these new routes will 
| no doubt grab headlines, but councilors will 


| election on the horizon. (Or, at the very least, 


= ihe 
Edmonton's LRT plans are finally showing | 


some ambition, with lines planned to West 
Edmonton Mall and Millwoods, along with 


Avicious (but hopefully healthy) debate | 
| 


have to focus instead on where the money is 
coming from. 

The city estimates the plan will cost $77 | 
billion. Despite the recent city surplus of $34 | 
million, Edmonton simply doesn't have that 
kind of cash, especially if council wants to 
keep property taxes down | 

Luckily for Edmonton, there's a federal 
| 
the expectation of one.) If citizens and coun- | 
cilors start nagging members of parliament | 
now, maybe we could be looking at some | 

| 
| 
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support for efficient, effective, and green 
public transportation when the candidates 
visit our doorsteps. Start your engines. 
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COMMENTARY + CIVILITY | 651 words 


Stop 





$10-8106 CRAIG ELLIOTT 
] DON’T CARE WHAT REVEREND 
BOWEN SAYS; COMPLAINING 

1S FAR MORE USEFUL THAN A 
RUBBER BRACELET 





Considering the timing and overall 
circumstances, I felt provoked. 

Only a couple of days into a two- 
week, employer-mandated training 
exile to Regina, any intimation that 
my own personal attitude was one 
that might benefit from the occa- 
sional bout of inspection was not go- 
ing to be well-taken, but this news- 
paper article was beyond the pale. 
This guy wanted to take away my 
complaining! 

“This guy” was a preacher from 
Kansas named Will Bowen, whose 
exhortations to his flock to adopt a 
complaint-free zone around them 
has grown into something of a 
movement (that is, if a bunch of 
people wearing inspirational rubber 
bracelets can be said to constitute a 
movement). 

But look at me, starting right in 
with the complaining without even 
explaining the rules of the game. So: 
no complaining, no gossip, no criti- 
cizing. Your goal is to go 21 consecu- 
tive days without engaging in any of 
those behaviours, and so you start 
with the bracelet on one wrist, and 
anytime you catch yourself com- 
plaining, gossiping, or criticizing, 
you switch the bracelet to the other 
wrist. Lather, rinse, repeat until 


jean 


| 


the Ultimate in 
East Indian Cuisine 


Edmonton’s latete 


Featuring 


KHAZANA 
10177-107 Street 
Call for reservations 702-0330 
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you're relieved of the habit or the 
skin on both wrists and hands. 

The website acomplaintfreeworld. 
org doesn’t offer much in the way of 
details (you know, the place where 
the devil is quite often found) on 
complaint, gossip, and criticism— 
how big the zone should be, what 
exactly constitutes a complaint or 
criticism, or what should be done in 
case of (or instead of ) complaining, 
gossiping, and criticizing. 

Does it break the rules to point any 
of this out? According to the web- 
site, such technicalities don’t matter 
to almost five million people. 

They won't matter much accord- 
ing to me, either: just by wearing the 
bracelet that communicates their 


Bitching About Bitching 


non-complainer status to the world, 
they allow themselves to exist in a 
state of passive complaint. Ha. So 
there. 

For my part, | was in Regina against 
my will, away from my family and 
my life. It was pretty cold most of 
the time and at that point I was still 
having some difficulty locating a bag 
of potato chips within walking dis- 
tance of my hotel. 

Why shouldn't we complain? 
There is no commandment that for- 
bids it, nor does complaining rank 
among the seven deadly sins. Why? 
Because we need complaint more 
than complaint needs us. Just try 
and imagine all the conversations 
that would never have started with- 


ENDGADGET REPORTS THAT DALLAS, TX, MAY SHUT DOWN SOME OF ITS RED LIGHT TRAFFIC CAMERAS. APPARENTLY, THE CAMERAS 
__HAVE BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL IN DETERRING RED LIGHT VIOLATIONS THAT IT’S HURTING THE CITY'S REVENUE. * 


out a mild dig at the weather to break 
the ice, all the solutions to problems 
that might never have been identi- 
fied without a complaint being regis- 
tered, all the songs that would never 
have been written if someone, some- 
where, didn’t have something to get 
off their chest. 

1 was probably as close as I've ever 
been to learning how to put up a web- 
site, just so I could properly celebrate 
the history, artistry, and inherent 
humanity of complaint. That's when 
I knew I was probably taking it all a 
little too personally and seriously. 

Like, sure. All of that stuff I just 
said, and much, much more. |’ll say 
it loud and clear: I like, and possibly 
need, complaining way too much to 


news&o pinion 


ever relinquish it as one of the key 
tools in my coping toolbox 

But on the other hand, there was 
something to Reverend Bowen's ar- 
rival in my consciousness that gen- 
uinely affected my trip. As much 
resentment as it caused at the time, 
the reminder to mind one’s own 
complaining came at a time when 
| had to make a choice about how | 
was going to engage with the world— 
or at least with Regina. | learned that 
when it's approached with the right 
attitude, Regina's just fine, thank 
you, that complaints are better if you 
save them up instead of scattering 
them about constantly, and there's 
nothing in the world that'll redeem 
those stupid bracelets. 


Check out these career-focused programs: 


+ Aircraft Skin & Structure Repair 
* Applied Banking & Business 

+ Apprenticeship Readiness 

+ Automotive, Pre-Employment 

* Auto Body, Pre-Employment 


NAIT's wide range of short-term certificate programs 
delivers the hands-on, industry-relevant skills 
employers are looking for - and each one can be 
completed in 11 months or less. 


Get started at NAIT's 
Career-in-a-Year Expo! 
* Program information sessions and presentations 


* Industry-savvy program staff on hand to 
answer your career questions 


Advice to help you find the academic upgrading 
option that best fits your needs 


Conditional acceptance of your application (with 
provision of appropriate transcripts) 


Terrific door prizes, including a chance to win a 
Rocky Mountain getaway 


Join us tn the South Lobby, Maa Gams 


For more information: yes 471.8 


AN | 
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* Baking Certificate 

* CNC Machinist 

* Computer Network Administrator 

ses@ooperative Trades Orientation 

* Dental Assisting 

* Electrician Job Readiness 

* General Mechanic, Pre-Employment 

* Graphic Communications 

* Graphic Sign Arts 

* Harley-Davidson Technician 

* HVAC Specialist 

* Machinist, Pre-Employment 

* Marine Service Technician 

* Medical Laboratory Assisting 

* Medical Transcription 

* Millwork & Carpentry 

* Millwright, Pre-Employment 

* Motorcycle Mechanic, Pre-Employment 

* Outdoor Power Equipment Technician, 
Pre-Employment 

* Power Engineering Certificate 

* Power Engineering 4th Class 

* Railway Conductor 

* Retail Meatcutting 

* Transitional Vocational 

* Turfgrass Equipment Technician 

« Veterinary Administrative Assistant 

» Water Wastewater Technician 

* Welder Job Readiness 

+ Welder, Pre-Employment 












In music terms, it’s a 
multi-platinum offer. 








Over 1.8 million songs | One free month of Unlimited Full Track Music’ | Free memory card (up to 4 GB)’ 








HTC Touch™ Motorola ROKR™ Z6m LG Muziq™ Double-flip™ — Samsung u740 Samsung m620 

with $25 Fun bundle with $25 Fun bundle with $25 Fun bundle with $25 Fun bundle with $25 Fun bundle 
discount on a 3-yr. contract’ —_ discount on a 3-yr. contract? discount on a 3-yr. contract? —_ discount on a 3-yr. contract? discount on a 3-yr. contract? 
($399.95 no contract) ($349.95 no contract) ($299.95 no contract) ($349.95 no contract) ($249.95 no contract) 








Cool music phones. Great prices. Access Canada’s largest mobile music library. 


— 
j=t=)/| 


1888 4MOBILE 


Visit a Bell store rai ers 





Offer ends March 31, 2008. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility mobile network areas. Other monthly fees, /.e,, e9-1-1 (75¢), s) 


high speed item access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-ti 

roaming charges (including In taxes) may apply outside your local area. With data use, fees apply (S¢/KB, up to $2 per session) if you do not subscribe to unlimited Mobile Browser (not available to sdaonal Teter. CuerIVaua ee Nee ian fy forfontes 
content and roaming when your local area. Mobile Browser does not include use of your device as a modem to. connect to the Internet from your computer; additional per kilobyte data charges a ply. Early termination fees apply. Subject to change without notice 
and cannot be com with any other offer. Taxes extra. White supplies last. May not be as shown, May not be available in ali locations, Other condiivons apply. (1) Upon new activation of a new lle device on a 3-yr. contract term on any monthly voice plan in addition 


to a Fun 25 bundle. A $25 credit will appeer on your first bill, The then lar monthly rate (now$2S/mo.) thereafter. Songs can only be played on compatible phones 

(2) Upon new activation of select new mobile ee eget ello Be ace Ry akon 5 wscistordantey vs ine redemption. When f sod feues Kan 
You purchase the HTC Teuchor 1G Musa aul ce 4 ase cars (33 Upon ne Be ee aaa Coarse ontery monthly volce 

otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. You must keep the Fun bundle for after the rebate will be charged on your account. HTC 

of Motorola. Double-flip 2 trade-mark of Bell Canada. Muzig is & trademark of LG Electronics Inc. 


as customer subscribes, Some songs may only be available as pay-per-download. 
irchase the Motorola ROKR, Samsung u740 or the peas you will fecehen > Scabyia card. 
in in addition to a min. Fun 15 bundle. Rebate iin on device betore taxes in-store or on the account 
fouch |s a trademark of High Tech Computer Corp. (HTC) in the United States and/or other countries. ROKR is a trademark 
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Visit a Bell store near 
you to discover our 
wide range of products 
and get expert advice 


CALGARY 
509— 2nd St. S.W. 

1002 — 17th Ave. S.W. 

9650 Harvest Hills Bivd. N.E. 
Beacon Hill Center 

Chinook Centre 

Crowfoot Crossing 

Deerfoot Meadows 

Deerfoot Outlet Mall 

Eaton Centre 

Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall 

North Hill Shopping Centre 
Northland Village 

Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
Sunridge Mall 

Westbrook Mall 


CANMORE 
105 —802 Bow Valley Trail 


EDMONTON 
184 St. And Stony Plain Rd 
3918 White Mud & 17th St 
6143 28th Avenue 

9774 170th Street 

10103 107th Avenue 
10157 — 101st St 

12804 82nd Street 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
Bonnie Doon 

Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre Kiosk 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 

Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Sherwood Park Mall 

South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Shopping Centre 
St. Albert Centre 

St. Albert Trail at 137 Avenue 
Terwilleger Gardens 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 

Whyte Avenue at 107 Street 
EDSON 

33045 St. Unit 104 

FORT MCMURRAY 
Clearwater Landing 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 

Lepuc 

4916 SOth Ave. 
LETHBRIDGE 

Lethbridge Smartcentres 
Park Place Shopping Centre 
LLOYDMINSTER 

Uoyd Mall 

MEDICINE HAT 

Carry Drive Plaza 

Medicine Hat Mall 

RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 

SPRUCE GROVE 

Creekside Center 
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Mid-century modern 
furniture—lighting 
decorative objects 


HIGHLIGHT - MARCH 
e 











populuxeretro.com 





RALLY! | Honouring women who have survived violence and working for a safer city. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Take Back The Night « March 28 (7:30pm) « City Hall - FREE 

Everyone, regardless of gender, is welcome to participate in Edmonton's Take Back 
the Night rally and march. Events include the Clothesline Project, in which partici- 
pants draw on T-shirts as a way of expressing their experiences of violence against 
women. The march starts at City Hall and continues through the downtown area 


HE MOST FABULOUS CON 


f Clockwork Orange Juice 7-9 a.m Wed's on CUSR 88.5 





ACTIVISM 


ACTIVIST AGENDA An online newsletter resource for 
activism related events in Edmonton, with up-to-date 
jnformation on sustainable practices, networking, and 
active organizations in the city. Supplied and maintained by 
farth’s General Store (10832-82 Ave. upstairs, 439-8725). Go 
towww.egs.ca., info also available in-store. 

BIKE WORKS Fix your own bike. Edmonton Bicycle Com- 
muters’ BikeWorks is entirely run by volunteers. Hours vary 
by season, call ahead: 433-2453, Info: www.edmontonbikes, 


ch 
CSR NEWS VOLUNTEERING Gain experience in radio, 
contribute to a diverse community, and learn new skills, all 
while sharing your community stories. Info: news@cjsr.com. | 
COUNCIL OF CANADIANS 3RD WED EVERY MONTH Inde- 
pendent public interest organization promoting economic | 
justice, democracy, and asserting Canadian sovereignty. 
{nfo: 429-4500. | 
EDMONTON 9/11 TRUTH An organization for Canadian | 
citizens questioning the events of 9/11. For news, links, and 
local events go to www.edmonton91Itruth.com. 
EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION 3RD WED EV- 
ERY MONTH, 7 PM. An activist-arts and indymedia collective, 
seeking socially-conscious artists, coordinators 

and production volunteers on an on-going 
basis. For info about upcoming events, 










STRATHCONA FARMERS’ MARKET, 83 AVE. & 103 ST. Inter- 
National women’s peace and anti-racism group formed by 
Jewishand Arab women, opposing violence in all forms. All 
women, men, and children invited to attend the bi-weekly 
silent vigil. Info: 435-7051. 

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 
5PM. REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics 

and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 
phpgid=3559215104. 


READINGS & 
LECTURES 


DERRICK JENSEN: CIVILIZATION, THE CULTURE OF 
VIOLENCE, AND RESISTANCE MAR 24, 7PM. TRANSALTA 


| ARTS BARNS, WESTBURY THEATRE, 10330-84 AVE. Author, 


teacher, activist and farmer, Derrick Jensen explains how 
our industrial civilization and the widespread violence it 
fequites, cannot last. Tickets: $5-S10 at Earth’s General 
Store, APIRG or at the door. 

EDMONTON JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY MAR 22, 2-4 PM. 


| STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Brenda Bellingham will 


facilitate the session on “What do you think of PBS’ Jane 
Austen films?”. Info: Jeanne, 479-1729. 

HEART BEAT WED, 8 PM (UNTIL MAY 28). 

SIGN-UP 7:30 PM. THE KASBAR LOUNGE, 


edmontonsmallpress.org. HOT PICK YIANNI'S TAVERNA, 10444 WHYTE 
FRIENDS OF LUBICON ALBERTA TALK AVE. Anew series of open-stage 
TUES, 2PM. APIRG OFFICE, HUB Hi try and improv music w/ The 
HALL, UOFA CAMPUS Grassroots Derrick Jensen este phet lanl Wien 
solidarity organization demand- The saa ren ae ae © ravingpoets.com. 

ing far and just settlement for the against industrialization. LUNCH BY THE BOOKS STANLEY 


lubicon Cree of Northern Alberta. 
(nto: www.lubicon.org. 
GREENPEACE ALBERTA Working and 
recruiting active people to help put an end 
toone of the world’s most destructive projects: the 
Alberta Tar Sands. Info: mhudemaf@greenpeace.org. 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD 2ND THUEVERY | 
MONTH, 7PM. RM 2-42, HUMANITIES BUILDING, U OF A CAM- | 
PUS. Meetings open to the public. Info: edmonton. iww.ca. 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 3RD & 47H SAT EVERY 
WONTH, 9 AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 ST., RM 
3-18 Organization for the emancipation and autonomy of 
African women, providing programs on economy, commu- 
nity health, training in HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment, and 
harm reduction. Instruction in French, English, and African | 
languages, Admission free for members, membership $10. 
Info: 490-7332, 
PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE MON, 5-7 PM. 
EDUCATION NORTH 4-104, U OF A CAMPUS A youth group 
promoting anti-racist and diversity workshops. Info: 425- 
4644 or www.naartorg. 
SIERRA CLUB OF CANADA Prairie Chapter works with 
ecologically and socially conscious individuals to build 
sttong grassroots movement in the Prairies. Info: www. 
Sierraclub.ca/prairie, 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT 4TH FRI EVERY MONTH, 
7PM. UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, MAIN HALL, 
0804-119 ST, MAR 28 "War on Democracy” US Imperialism: 
Latin America, Cuba Embargo. $5 donation or PWYC at the 
door. Screenings followed by group discussion. Info: njt. 
edmontonf@lgmail.com. 
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT MAR 28, 7:30 PM. CITY HALL A 
arch to protest violence against women and raise commu- 
nity awareness, Participants are asked to bring a t-shirt or 
Other material decorated with an expression of the violence 
‘hey experienced, these items will form a'clothestine’ Info: 
awn, 471-6137 or Alaina at 634-2244. 

TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES TUE, 
TPM, STEPS TEA LOUNGE, 11116-82 AVE. MAR 25 “Zeitgeist” 
Screenings free. nfo: 988-8105 or michaelk@steepstea.com. 
UNESCO COALITION FOR PEACE LAST FRIEVERY MONTH, 
JPM. BOYLE MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE, 2ND FL. BOARD- 


Mar 24 (7pm) 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARN: 









ROOM, 10628-96 ST. Info: Greenpeace Canada, 922-5566. 
WOMEN IN BLACK IST & 3RD SAT EVERY MONTH, 10-11 AM. 


AMILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR WINSTON 
S CHURCHILL SQUARE MAR 20 “Pysanka: 
The Ukrainian Easter Egg in Canada”. 
Noon-hour discussions offered by the U of 
A's Faculty of Arts and the Edmonton Public Library. 
Free, everyone welcome, Info: www.vofaweb.ualberta. 
c@arts/\unchbythebooks.cfm. 
POETRY OPEN STAGE THU, 8 PM. NAKED CYBER CAFE & 
ESPRESSO BAR, 10354 JASPER AVE., 425-9730. Weekly open 
stage poetry readings and performances. All welcome. 
POETS" HAVEN READING SERIES MON, 7PM. UPPER 
CRUST CAFE, 10909-86 AVE. Weekly readings, presented 
by the Stroll of Poets Society. Info: Nic, 422-8174 or www. 
strollofpoets.com. 
POETS INK THU, 7-9 PM. ST. THOMAS CAFE, ST. ALBERT. 
Weekly writing evenings. Info: www.poetsink.org, 
THE RADICAL LIBRARIAN TALKS ABOUT HUMAN 
RIGHTS MAR 25, 7:30 PM. NOX METROPOLITAN UNITED 
CHURCH, 8307-109 ST. 83 AVE ENTRANCE Dr. Toni Samek 
talks about your right to read and write. Hosted by Amnesty 
Intemational Edmonton Group. Info: 462-1871. 
STORY SLAM 3RD WED EVERY MONTH, 8 PM. BLUE CHAIR 
CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. Sign-up 7pm. First ten writers only, 
allotted five minutes each. Info: thebunkerprojects@ 
hotmail.com. 
WAH! PIGS, POLICE AND PENIS GOURDS MAR 20, 7PM. 
STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Andrew Hamilton and Matt 
Singer present their documentary about their illegal journey 
to West Papua New Guinea. Info: 496-7032. 
WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD SERIES WED, 5PM. RM 
325, CIVIL ENGINEERING BUILDING (CEB), U OF A CAMPUS 
Global issues film and speaker series. MAR 26, “Iraq for Sale: 
The War Profiteers”. Info: www.iweek.ualberta.ca. 
WILLMORE WILDERNESS PARK MAR 26, 7PM. STRATH- 
CONA BRANCH LIBRARY, 8331 104 ST. Ray Rasmussen shares 
stories and photographs of his hikes through Alberta's 
untamed wildlands. Admission: $5 Adults, $1 Children, 
WORDS WITHOUT BORDERS APR 4, 7PM. STANLEY A. 
MILNER LIBRARY Featuring readings by Jalal Barazanji, Afua 
Cooper, David Davidar and Sheng Xue. Admission: $10. 
WRITERS CORNER MAR 30, I:30 PM, STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY With writer, activist, poet and community worker, 
Greg Scofield. Info: 496-7000, 


2Benda | newsBopinion | city life | music| onscreen |ars| classified | sex | the back 





“There are few filmmakers whose impact 
has been central to the medium but Allan 
King is unquestionably one of them.” 


Piers Handling (Toronto Film Festival) 





FRI, MARCH 28 | 6:00PM - 9:00PM 

SUTTON PLACE HOTEL | WINTERLAKE okies 
10235 - 101 STREET 

$10 / NON-MEMBERS 

FREE FOR FAVA, DGC MEMBERS — 

SPACE LIMITED, RSVP TODAY! 

429-1671 OR INFO@FAVA.CA 


THE FILM AND VIDEO ARTS SOCIETY 


THAT FACILITATES AND ENCOURAGES THE PRODUCTION 


ORTONA ARMOURY | 9722 102 STREET | EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA | TSK OX 


= tan 


News | stin OC 
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Play Vinyl Hunter, name the 


MYSTERY MUSICAL ARTIST & WIN! 


Chodonch: (see ce 


THIS WEEK'S PRIZE 


25! 





One a eae Ss 
most illustrious 
filmmakers, Allan 
King has been 
creating 
documentary and 
dramatic cinema 
for over 50 years. 


Join us for an 
exclusive 
filmmaking 
master-class with 
this renowned 
director. 


Workshop Topics: 

e Directing the 
Documentary 

e The Ethics and 
Morals of 
Documentary 
Filmmaking 

od Making Money 
Or Making 
Movies 

* Mixing Media 
And Mixing 

_ Genres 3 

_¢ Reality vs Truth 


ALBERTA (FAVA) IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ARTIST-RUN MEDIA CENTRE 
EXHIBITION 


OF INDEPENDENT MEDIA ART 


780.429.1671 


CSIF 
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TA 6G 


ERE ARE TIMES WHEN I’M FEARFUL I'LL FOREVER BE A WEEKEND 
FILMMAKER—BECOMING MORE COMFORTABLE WITH THE DAILY 


GRIND AND NOT WORRYING ABOUT HOW I’M GOING TO PAY MY RENT. 





PROFILE OFFICE VAMP « BY ASHLEY ANDEL (738 words 


Bear-ing Her Teeth 


LINDSEY MCNEILL'S DAY 

JOB AS A RADIO-STATION 
RECEPTIONIST GIVES LITTLE 
INDICATION OF HER NIGHTTIME 
PROWLS 





I'll go out on a limb and say that I 
have practically no love for rock ra- 
dio, so I write this with something of 
a biased voice. 

The roar so prevalent on Edmon- 
ton’s mainstream rock standby 100.3 
The Bear has grown to sound like an 
industrial toilet flush to me—so much 
that I find my wondering about the 
people on the other side of the speak- 
ers, and if they really like what they 
play 

100.3 The Bear touts itself as Can- 
ada’s number-one rock radio station, 
boasting the boost and break of Nick- 
elback and other regrettable dreck 
like Linkin Park and the redundant 
Finger Eleven 

Ugh. But it was also at The Bear 
that I recently got back in touch 
with Lindsey McNeill, an old ac- 
quaintance from high school. She’s 
a neo-feminist who dresses up like 
Nosferatu and makes short films at 
FAVA. She also works for The Bear, 
and according to her, Fearless Fred is 
an environmentalist with a soft spot 
for Rachmaninoff. 

McNeill is the remarkable, pe- 
tite girl in reception that doles out 
the station's prizes. Oftentimes, the 
starry-eyed rig pigs who win pairs of 
tickets to upcoming events will offer 
her the other one (some chiefly to 


see her again). Now, Lindsay, what 
to make of all those Guantanamo- 
esque torture contests Paul Brown 
keeps running? 

The Bear hasn't been Lindsey's 
only adventure in radio; she used 
to be with CJSR, and it’s this draStic 
contrast that prods me to ask her, 
“So why are you working for The 
Bear?” 

“For our first bonding experience, 
my co-workers and I went to see 
a snuff film at the Black Dog,” she 
might retort. 

In her other life, McNeill is a work- 
er of the unreal. On her lunch breaks, 
she takes out her smooth-writer and 
notebook. The scribbles from her 
pen become the frames of a film; her 
subjects include death, loss, fear— 
and the fear of further death and 
loss. She asks the viewer if the dead 
hold more emotional viability than 
the people alive and kicking around 
us. She might wake up suddenly at 3 
a.m. to jot something down, knowing 
full well she’ll have to wake up at 6 
a.m. to bear the brunt of The Bear's 
morning radio antics. 

“There are times where | want to 
stab myself in the eye with my let- 
ter-opener, and times where my face 
hurts from all the forced smiles”, she 
says from her desk, flashing a side- 
ways smile as she thinks of liquid 
latex and spirit gum. 

But as night falls: dissolve to ascene 
of some hideous reptilian shape wrig- 
gling out from underneath a derelict 
mattress occupied by two entangled 





Undercover Monster | After her day job, McNeill retires to a world of vampire fantasies. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


lovers. The beast’s skin practically 
tears as it escapes the tight squeeze 
between fabric and floor. It reaches 
with ghastly claws to the mingling 
tongues and throats, and then amidst 








the mounting tension someone in 
the background yells, “Cut!” 
Dressed quite literally to dll, Me- 
Neill plays the preying vampire in 
Travis Barton's film Trespassing, 





shot on location at FAVA. Other than 
that, I’m unable to glean much infor 
mation about the production from 
her. Instead, McNeill placates me 
with a tale of poorly aimed gore from 
a different project: “I was in a zom 
bie film recently, and a jet of blood 
was supposed to hit me dead-on, but 
it missed by about a foot. I wasn't 
pleased.” 

Like Jacques Tati or Roman Polans 
ki, McNeill knows the importance of 
theatrical experience to a filmmaker. 
She has a background in modern 
dance, and was one of the first in 
her earlier film studies groups to 
consciously incorporate movement 
into her projects. You can see traces 
of the former dancer in the way her 
monster fans its fingers and shrugs 
its shoulders. 

“There are times when I’m fear- 
ful that I will forever be a weekend 
filmmaker,” she laments, “becoming 
more complacent and comfortable 
with the daily grind to not worry 
about how I’m going to pay my rent 
However, there’s also many surpris 
ing benefits about my job, like meet 
ing people in the radio industry, And 
the free stuff.” 

It's two incongruent worlds of 
dudebros and death-throes that Mc 
Neill casually sweeps through. Who 
would ever suspect what creatures 
lurk underneath the skin of the sweet 
girl at the reception desk? McNeill is 
a testament to the Walter Mittyish 
notion that wherever there’s a desk, 
there’s usually a daydreamer. 
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Dynamite Bio-Dynamics 


Holistic Viniculutre | Biodynamic wines are produced with 
cosmic forces in mind. PHOTO BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY 


THIS WEIRD ORGANIC 
TREND IS ONE WAGON THAT 
WINEMAKERS ARE HAPPILY 
JUMPING ON 





Spring has arrived (in some places, 
anyway) and winemakers around 
the world are already attending to 
this year's crop. Some are ferment- 
ing yarrow flowers in a stag’s blad- 
der, which they will later mix with 
compost. Others are digging up the 
cow horn full of fermented manure 
that they buried last season, so they 
can spray the diluted mixture over 
the soil. 

Sound a little strange? While bio- 
dynamics does involve some odd- 
looking practices, it is nevertheless a 
viable system of eco-friendly agricul- 
ture that addresses issues of vineyard 
health, wine quality, and the environ- 
mental impact of winemaking. 

Viniculture has not escaped the 
ubiquitous influence of the organics 
industry. Thousands of wine produc- 
ers are currently making wine or- 
ganically. As in other industries, use 
of the term “organic” is regulated—in 
order for it to appear on a wine label, 
the product must meet standardized 
criteria, which vary from country to 
country. 

(Some wines are made from organ- 
ic grapes but the production may not 
have been entirely organic, which is 
Why some labels bear the confusing 
Phrase “made with organic grapes” 
Instead.) 

There's an international biody- 


namic certifying body too: the De- 





meter Association. For a farm to be 
certified, it must be free of prohibited 
artificial additions for three years 
and operate under biodynamic man- 
agement for at least two 

However, many wineries that ad- 
here to biodynamic practices do not 
seek certification, as it is an expen- 
sive and time-consuming process 
Which means the biodynamic and 
organic wine movements is likely 
much larger than official figures in- 
dicate 

While biodynamics incorporates 
many of the practices of organic and 
sustainable farming, it is not just an 
agricultural method—rather, it is a 
holistic worldview that sees the en- 
tire vineyard as a self-sustaining, 
self-regulating system connected to 
cosmic forces. The biodynamic pro- 
ducer aims to balance all aspects of 
the ecosystem by following the natu- 
ral rhythms of the earth and renew- 
ing a spiritual connection with the 
land. 


Biodynamics 101 

Biodynamic agriculture was founded 
in the 1920s by Austrian scientist/ 
philosopher. Rudolf Steiner, Though 
this philosophy contains several 
specific tenets, the essential prin- 
ciple for the biodynamic farmer is to 
recognize and balance the interrela- 
tionships between everything on his 
farm. 

Organic waste must be recycled 
into the nutrient stream, a diverse 
population of predator and prey 
animals must be encouraged to in- 
habit the ecosystem, and biodynamic 
preparations—diluted treatments and 
composts made from herbs, miner- 
als, and manures—must be periodi- 
cally applied to the farm. 

And as goofy and Druidic as the 
manure-and-cow-horn recipe might 
look on the surface, these prepara- 
tions serve the valuable purposes of 
providing necessary trace substances 
and controlling pests. 

The biodynamic approach has 
been particularly widespread in 
France and the United States, though 
it is also common elsewhere. Unfor- 
tunately, most wines do not include 
the Demeter logo on their labels, and 
many more are biodynamic in every 
aspect but official certification. 

From France, wines by Leflaive, 
Zind-Humbrecht, M. Chapoutier, 


“THIS MOVIEIS AMAZING TOLOOK AT” HORTON HEARS A WHO! HEARS A “HURRAY!” » 
FROM JAMES HAMILTON. READ HIS REVIEW ON PAGE 34 ; 
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from biodynamic grapes. I have tried 
many of Chapoutier’s offerings, and 
they are always a great value; try the 
Belleruche Rouge or Blanc for every 
day table wines, or the La Bernardin« 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape for a more el 
egant style 

Other notable biodynamic produc 


ers include Alvaro Palacios and Mas 


Estela from Spain, Benziger and 
Brick House from the United States 
and Santa Emiliana from Chile. | 


highly recommend Santa Emiliana’s 
Coyam, which is a lusciously rich 
wine with wonderful herbal aromas 
and a juicy palate 

Ultimately, the rationale for drink- 
ing biodynamic and organic wines 
is comparable to the one for buying 
organic food: allowing nature to take 
its course is better for plants and ani 
mals, and the environment—so I'll 


bet it’s good for us humanfolk too 


A Note About Sulfites 


Recently, sulfites have become the 





new wine bogeyman. Many people 
blame sulfites if they have a negative 
reaction to a wine (e.g., headaches, 
nausea, heartburn, or flushing), and 
therefore look to organic or biody- 
namic wines under the assumption 
that these wines will be sulfite-free 
However, sulfites are a natural by 
product of fermentation, so all wine 
contains some level of sulfites. While 
certified organic and biodynamic 
wines cannot have sulfite additions 
exceeding 100 parts per million, the 
sulfite levels in most non-organic 
wines aren't much higher. 

Sulfite allergies are actually quite 
rare; they usually only affect people 
with asthma and even then, only five 
per cent of that small group. A sulfite 
reaction causes asthmatic attacks, 
hives, and swelling of the tongue and 
throat—far different from the com- 
mon wine complaints 

It's more than likely that the av- 


erage wine-induced symptoms are 


caused not by sulfites but dehydra- 
tion, overindulgence, and/or sensi- 
tivities to other compounds in the 
wine. Studies have shown that dried 
fruits, processed potatoes, and pick- 
led foods contain much higher sulfite 
levels than wine; people with a sulfite 
allergy are more likely to have a reac- 
tion to a plate of French fries than to 
a bottle of wine. 
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How does one become a sexologist? 

Well, lots of people would probably like to say they're 
sex experts, but | actually went to school, the Institute 
for Advanced Study of Human Sexuality, in San Fran- 
cisco. Pretty well when someone calls themselves a sex- 
ologist, anywhere in the world, that’s where they went 


Do you think with all the sex columns and work- 
shops and everything else out there that there’s 
still a sexual information deficit? 

| don’t know if there's a deficit, but as much info as 


Gy 


THE 


DR. BRIAN PARKER | SEXC 


there might be out there, there's still a lot of people 
that do have guilt or shame that won't access that 
information. It might be religion or culture or a bad 
experience, many things, but there's still a need. 


What's the most unusual sexual problem someone 
has ever come to you with? 

| had one young woman from Connecticut who told 
me she was having pain in the clitoris, and she said it 
was from a soccer ball that hit her. Over time, it took 
about four e-mails) she*safd it was actually a sex toy, 
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and then she finally said actually, it was a sander. 


Oh my God. 

Yeah. So strange things like that... but the biggest is just 
people who have a lot of shame about sex... That's why | 
got into this. | had guilt and shame about masturbation 
when | was younger. | had to come out as a masturbator. 
| grew up in a very small, homophobic town where you 
didn't masturbate or have oral sex—you just screwed 
chicks, you know? So it was very much like coming out 
with your orientation. | remember | was in university and 


ALEKI} 


A 


Syphilis can be y, 
oral, vapinat or 4, 
fecogaize the syn 
have serious he 

Petectod with a «, 

can be cured, 


| was living with someone else from this small town and 
| basically said, “Oh do you masturbate?" and they said} 
“No, | would never ever do that.” So | felt a lot of shame 
And then two weeks later he came back and said, “Yeah 
| do every single day and have since | was 12." Nowadayj 
kids are very different—I teach in the school system and} 
you hear kids... well, I've had scenarios where a nint 
grade boy raises his hand and says “I'm happy to an 
nounce, | did a survey, and every single boy here is a me’ 
turbator.” So now they're all out. 
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God Save The Kid 





MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

ASUNDAY LRT RIDE TURNS 
COLD WHEN A KID WITH A 
BLOODY FACE AND A MANGLED 
HAND BOARDS THE TRAIN 





Following an afternoon matinee of 
mindless violence, I boarded the LRT 
at Central Station and started head- 
ing south. The train was pretty full 
for a Sunday and I took the first seat 
available across from an older chap 
who was escorting a big box contain- 
ing a new printer. I tried to concen- 
trate on a book amid the dull rumble 
of voices and the occasional piercing 
shriek from the wheels as the tracks 
bent past mirror-plated Corona to- 
ward Government Centre. 

“€xcuse me,” said the kid, maybe 
15 years old, whom | had barely no- 
ticed across the aisle. “Could either 
of you spare two dollars and 50 
cents so I can get to the Youth Emer- 
ency Shelter?” He was dressed in 


go 
Es) 


a T-shirt despite the sudden wintry 
weather, with a dirty ballcap, jeans 
that slid down his bony hips, and 
laceless black Keds with white skulls 
on his feet. Upon closer examina- 
tion, I noticed he also had blood on 
his face and clothes. 

The older chap quickly produced 
his wallet and passed the kid a five. 
The kid, meanwhile, continued to 
talk unprompted, which might have 
been what he really wanted all along 
Between drapes of straight black 
hair, pain and fear brimmed from 
his eyes and cut grimy tracks down 
his cheeks. 


ONNECTED TO ANY OTHER SENDER BY, ON AVERAGE... 6.6 DEGREES OF SEPARATION. , 


livid and juicy like a stepped-on 
strawberry. The words continued to 
tumble forth about how he thought 
his life was going to get better when 
he left Toronto, how these guys took 
his jacket and, once free of it, he ran 
away. Sore-looking bumps rose on 
his hands and forearms—“defense 
wounds,” according to the paper- 
back police procedural I had brought 
to pass the time—and a daub of blood 
dried to brown at the corner of his 
mouth. 

“You're going to the hospital to 
get that looked at, right?” the older 
chap said and the kid quickly point- 


ach and flooded my limbs. I wanted 
to say something consolatory, sooth- 
ing even, but all 1 could think of was 
to calmly inquire if someone was 
meeting him at the hospital. He said 
yeah and asked if he would have to 
pay at Emergency, and | told him he 
wouldn't, but he might have to wait 
a little while. This seemed to alarm 
him and I felt bad that I'd said it 

We fell into silence again while he 
reached into his mouth to wiggle a 
tooth. I felt weak and useless—watch- 
ing heads explode at the multiplex 
for 90 minutes had not equipped me 


for reckoning with actual senseless 





WATCHING HEADS EXPLODE AT THE MULTIPLEX FOR 90 MINUTES HAD NOT EQUIPPED ME FOR 
RECKONING WITH ACTUAL SENSELESS VIOLENCE. ALL MY EXPERIENCE OF ARTIFICIAL VIOLENCE 
HAD TAUGHT ME THAT BLOODY RETRIBUTION WAS THE ONLY WAY TO RIGHT THIS WRONG. 





“Some guys just beat me up in 
Churchill Square,” he said, trying to 
retain the composure that his tears 
had already betrayed. “This is my 
first time in Edmonton and | never 
been robbed or jumped before or 
nothing like that and they hit me 
with sticks. They smashed my fin- 
ger.” He opened the wad of fast-food 
napkins clutched around his right 
hand to show the pulp of his thumb, 


ed down the tracks, “Yeah, Health 
Sciences...” Before he disembarked 
on the north side of the river, the 
older chap fished in his pocket and 
dumped some more change into the 
kid’s hand, “in case you need to make 
a phone call.” 

The kid continued to sob and cra- 
dle his mangled hand as I sat steep- 
ing in the chill that had suddenly 
welled up from the pit of my stom- 


violence. What could | do? All my 
experience of artificial violence had 
taught me that bloody retribution 
was the only way to right this wrong 
But vengeance fantasies were no 
consolation at all in this situation 
And what if I’d been there when 
this poor kid was attacked? Would I 
have been able to stand up for him 
then, or would I have let the will to 
violence have its way while I looked 








50 BUCK « BY STEVEN WELSH | soz worps 


Random Smiles 


THIS WEEK'S SOBUCKER 
DISCOVERS THE PRICE OF 
TRUE HAPPINESS IS 
SURPRISINGLY AFFORDABLE 





Fifty bucks isn’t a lot of money. 
These days, a couple spends $50 on 
amovie premiere, with snacks. It's 
a mid-priced dinner for one, 
a ticket (or two) to the 
theatre, or a nosebleed 
seat to see the Oilers. 
This weekend, howev- 
er, it bought a few hours 
of surreal smiles to some 
jaded Edmontonians. 


$26: Feel-Good Supplies 

With my partner in crime by my 
side, I stepped into a local flower 
shop. I browsed around for the best 
value and eventually settled on 
an armload of 24 blue carnations 
($24). Each flower was sustained by 
its own water spike and was carefully 
wrapped in cellophane. The clerk 
grumbled a little, but she wasn’t 
otherwise swamped with customers 
that early Saturday afternoon. Our 
next stop at the nearby dollar store 
Secured us two containers of bubbles 
with wands ($2). 

We took our purchases to the 
Parkdale area, west of Northlands. 
! drove slowly down narrow side 
Streets while my wife and I hung 






our wands out of the car’s windows 
Wind-filled bubbles drifted 
behind the car. Every so often, one of 


out 


us would jump out to hand a flower 
to an amused spectator. Occasional- 
ly, a few kids would pace us down the 
sidewalk, popping the bubbles with 
their fingers or bicycle wheels. 

We witnessed smiles of 

and be- 
and won- 


enchantment 
musement, 
dered about the stone- 
faced acceptance of the 
proffered flowers. A 
couple of our gifts were 
dumped into a handy gar- 
bage can before we could even 
return to the car. From others, we re- 
ceived warm thanks and invitations 
inside for coffee. The most common 
reaction by far was incredulity: why 
were we doing this? What was this 
for? What were we selling? 
We didn’t have an answer 
for them. We'd shrug, 
smile, and hop back 
into the car. 


$18: Sweets For 
Grandpas 

We spent $18 on a six- 
pack of freshly baked tarts and 
four cups of coffee from the Wild 
Earth Bakery Café and drove to 
our last stop: a seniors’ centre. We 
picked a pair of men sitting together 
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and asked if they wanted to share 
a coffee and a chat. Soon I was 
discussing online revisionism of 
WWII with one as my wife learned 
how to play cribbage from the other. 
We smiled wistfully as we walked 
away from the centre, each of 
us missing our own long-passed 
grandfathers. : 

By the end of the afternoon, we 
were ready to return home. We were 
full of that rare feeling of earned self- 
satisfaction. We might have touched 
a few lives that afternoon. 

“Practice random acts of kindness 
and senseless acts of beauty.” The 
concept was tainted by the anemic, 
politically correct do-gooderism 
of the ‘90s. Reaching out with a ran- 
dom gesture has become hopelessly 
square in our iiber-ironic, world- 
weary culture. That doesn’t mean 
it doesn't feel good. Even the 
most jaded hipster can 
warm the sub-cockles 

of his heart with a self- 
less gesture of surreal 
kindness. 


$6: Comedown 

With my last $6, | hit the 
self-serve car wash: that bubble 

soap is a bitch to clean off. 


Wanna try it? Send your idea for 
50Buck to stories @see.greatwest.ca. 
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around for some officially sanc 
tioned authority to intervene? An 
swerless, | looked out the window 
like there was something out there I 
wanted to see 

We got off the train into the bright 
sunshine and he asked me if I had 
a smoke. When | said | didn’t he 
turned and crossed 114th toward the 
hospital with his busted hand and his 
inner hurt scabbing over into anger 


and fear of our city streets, even in 


broad daylight 
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~ SPECIAL Epirion ~ 


BIGROCKBEER COM 





EDDIES EVENT SURE TO SELL OUT 


‘TICKETS AVAILABLE MARCH 19 


~ EDMONTON, AB ~ 





4 eee for the 2008 Eddies 
are on sale soon, and they 
won't last long. This year marks 
the 15th anniversary of the 


Eddies—this is their 10th spec- 


tacular year in Edmonton—and 


ae 


in the last few years, the event — 
has become one of the city’s most _ 


of Big Rock Brewery, stumbled 
onto the idea of having drinkers 
make commercials for his local, 
independently brewed beer. Who 
better to spread the word about 
this beer than those who drink 
it! Growing in scale and glamour 
every year since then, the event 
has raised over $100,000 for 
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DINING - CARIBBEAN : BY SCOTT LINGLEY |231 words 


The Little Place That Saved Us 





AYAH MI DEH! 
4433-118 Ave., 479-7730 





This was supposed to be a review of 
a different Caribbean restaurant on 
the northeast side of town. I'd heard 
the name of the place for years and, 
having already tapped into the lim- 
ited Caribbean options available to 
me in the parts of the city I tend to 
frequent, I corraled my perennial co- 
diner for a trip into uncharted terri- 
tory. As we drove east on 118 Avenue, 
the city became progressively lower 
and flatter until we arrived at the 


grotty little strip mall that contained 
the Caribbean joint in question, an- 
nounced by a grimy blue plastic sign 
with the corners broken off, lettered 
in white paint. It was dark inside, 
but the OPEN sign glowed betweer: 
the white metal bars on the windows 
and door. | balked, suggesting that 
maybe we should keep moving to- 
ward one of the Caribbean places on 
Fort Road. 

My co-diner said we shouldn't 
judge the place on its location. 

So we entered. It was big and 
empty, with that feeling of hopeless- 
ness that pervades a certain kind of 
bar, the walls plastered with faded 
travel posters from Jamaica and 
other excuses to hang up pictures 
of large breasts. The smell of food 
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was conspicuously absent. Booming 
dancehall music was the only sign of 
life, until a gentleman clad in gleam- 
ing white street attire emerged from 
the back, a baseball hat perched high 
and crooked on his head with a swag 
of skinny black braids hanging out 
of the back, a small portrait of Bob 
Marley ona long silver chain around 
his neck. 

He greeted us and asked us what 
we were after. We told him we want- 
ed to eat. He explained that he had 
just started to cook and asked what 
kind of food we were looking for. We 
rattled off a list of Jamaican delica- 
cies. He told us about a good Carib- 
bean place up the street another few 
blocks that could help us out. Food, 
he admitted, was a mere obligatory 
sideline he indulged in to comply 
with liquor control board regs. 

We got back in the car and ven- 
tured on, looking for the big yellow 
sign he assured us we couldn't miss. 
And there it was: a cute little shack 
gaily painted and placarded with a 
sunset, a palm tree, and the words 
A Yah Mi Deh! If nothing else, it 
looked much more promising from 
the outside than the last place. 

That impression grew when we 
passed through the door into the 
bright, spotlessly clean little restau- 
rant with a vibrant tropical colour 
scheme and the tantalizing scent 
of Caribbean spices in the air. The 
smiling woman behind the counter 
beckoned us in and indicated the 
smaller of two handwritten menu 
boards, which told us which of the 


i 


items from the bigger menu board 
were available that day: fish, jerk 
chicken, goat curry, oxtail. This was 
definitely the saner choice. 

We ordered one each of the fish 
($15) and jerk chicken ($11), large 
please, with rice and peas. The 
friendly proprietress then gave us a 
quick intro to Jamaica’s malted soft 
drinks and why we might not like 
them (molasses not being the most 
refreshing taste in the world). We 
ordered Heinekens instead. I could 
see a very tall man through the 
kitchen doorway set to work on our 
food. He paused to punch a button 
on his boombox and a tinny waft of 
Jamaican soul drifted across the din- 
ing room. 

We weren't very far into our beers 





MY FISH WAS ESCOVEITCHED: THE TWO THICK KINGFISH 
STEAKS IN MY ORDER HAD BEEN MARINATED IN LIME JUICE 
UNDER A LAYER OF SLIVERED CARROTS, PEPPERS, AND 
ONIONS THAT HAD BEEN COOKED IN VINEGAR AND ALLSPICE. 





when our meals appeared on the 
counter and we fetched them with 
the requisite bottle of Jamaican hot 
sauce. The plates were heavy with 
our selected meats and enormous 
servings of rice and peas. Some 
steamed green beans, carrots, and 
peppers came in little side dishes. 
My fish was escoveitched, which is 
to say the two thick kingfish steaks 
in my order had been marinated in 
lime juice under a layer of slivered 
carrots, peppers and onions that had 
been cooked in vinegar and allspice. 


The whole works had been pan 
seared to perfection, yielding a firm, 
substantial slab of white meat with 
sweet, still-crunchy vegetables im- 
bued with an acetic tang and an ex. 
pertly balanced spiciness that let all 
the flavours come through. The rice 
and peas (actually kidney beans), fla 
voured with coconut milk and whole 
sprigs of thyme, would have made 
a delectable meal unto themselves 
and I kept trying to shovel them in 
far past my capacity to hold food. 

My co-diner had inadvisably gone 
ahead and poured hot sauce (made 
from the scotch bonnet or habanero 
pepper favoured in Jamaican cuisine) 
on her meal before tasting either and 
remarked that her lips were burning 
away. The mound of deep-browned 


chicken, fragrant with aromatic 
spices like nutmeg, cinnamon, and 
ginger, had plenty of flavour on its 
own and fell off the bone in moist 
tender chunks. 

It's a real pleasure to stumble on 
a place run by personable people 
who take great pride in their prem- 
ises and their food. A Yah Mi Deh! 
is obviously such a place. Thanks to 
the owner of that other Caribbean 
place for the recommendation—he 
knows good food, whether he actu- 
ally serves it or not. 





BURGERS 

MOTORAUNT (12406-66 ST) Although the food is 
relatively good, the real reason to visit Motoraunt is to see 
the physical structure of the place. To say it's unique hardly 
does it justice, Unless you've been before, you've likely 
never had an experience like Motoraunt. 

kkk 


CAFE 

MILL CREEK CAFE (9562-82 AVE) If you're visiting 
Edmonton and staying downtown, walk south down the 
stairs at the MacDonald, cross the bridge, and head into 
Mill Creek ravine. Follow the path, go up the hill at the Mill 
Greek Pool parking lat and wander right to the Mill Creek 
Café fora light bite to eat. That way, you'll experience both 
the great geography and the small-town hospitality we're 
so proud of, 

KK 


CASUAL ELEGANT 

BACON (6509-112 AVE) This great little bohemian-chic 
restaurant offers a limited choice of familiar(ish) items 
with some innovative twists. By pairing locally produced 
items with some deft hands in the kitchen, they manage to 
ull off simple organic dishes that are worth remembering. 
kkk Ke 


CHINESE 

NEW TAN TAN (10133-97 ST) If you're a dim sum veteran, 
you'll probably be happy enough with the New Tan Tan and 
its somewhat “rugged” style. But if you're new to this type 
of service and are looking for dim sum for dum-dums, you 
Might want to try someplace a little less... haggard? 
kkk 


EUROPEAN 
CONTINENTAL TREAT (10560-82 AVE) Definitely not 
the type of place that hopes to dazzle you with its creativ- 
ity—the menu consists mostly of standard (somewhat 
plain) preparations of Eastem European favourites. It's 


the type of restaurant that used to set the standard for 
high-class dining, and it can still be a nice treat. 
week ire 


FINE DINING 

HARDWARE GRILL (9696 JASPER AVE) Arguably one the 
best restaurants in Edmonton. Be wamed, however: if you 
go, it’s an undertaking. Definitely not the type of place you 
just pop into with friends on a whim. Be prepared to fast for 
at least a week before going, and hibernate afterwards: the 
portions are way too big (and are priced accordingly). 
wk 

MADISON’S GRILL (10053 JASPER AVE) Without a doubt, 
one of the top restaurants in Edmonton. The warm and 
comfortable surroundings make this a perfect place for a 
romantic getaway, or for that special occasion. 
nkKKS 


FRENCH 

LATABLE DE RENOIR (10046-101A AVE) | can't think of 
a better way to spend your lunch hour or a warm summer 
evening than sitting on La Table de Renoir’s patio enjoying 
one their traditionally prepared Provencal classics. A nice 
touch of café culture here in downtown Edmonton. 

wk ty 


HOTEL 

HOTEL MACDONALD (CONFEDERATION LOUNGE) 
(1065-100 ST) Wondering whatever happened to the 
grand old tradition of hotel dining? It’s at the Hotel 
Macdonald. But if you're not up to dropping some large coin 
on a meal, pop by the Mac's Confederation Room for a glass 
of wine and a bite to eat. It's a guilty pleasure everyone 
should experience once, 

tok kr 


INDIAN 
TANDOORI GRILL EXPRESS & MONTREAL DELI (6508- 
75ST) Despite the odd menu, these folks are capable of 

some fine cuisine. Ifyou go, spend some time chatting with 
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the staff and see if they can prepare any of your favourites 
If so, you just might find that you havea new favourite 
tandoori restaurant. 

ekki 


ITALIAN 

SANTOS PIZZA AND STEAK (10821-95 ST) Excellent plac 
fora lunchtime sandwich in the heart of Edmonton's little 
Italy. [t's not all fancy-schmancy and uptight, but then 
again it isn't all fancy schmancy and uptight. They offer 
good standard Italian fare, prepared well at reasonable 
prices. What's not to like? 

ee oad 


KOSHER 

CAFE LEVI (EUROPA BOULEVARD, WEM) You've got to be 
meshuggeneh if you think there's a better place for falafes 
in Edmonton. The next time you're at the mall and need 
bite, do yourselfa favour and give this kosher food counte! 
a try for an orthodox take on traditional mall fare. 

wk kK 


MIDDLE EASTERN 

KAMIL'S TURKISH CAFE AND RESTAURANT (12406-18 
AVE) If you're the type who can relax and just go with the 

flow and not be too put off by Kamil’ location and infor’ 
nature, you might have anew favourite little spot for som 
down-home Turkish food. 

tok kin 


PIZZA 

FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN PIZZERIA (11750 JASPER AVE)! 
you're interested in good food in a fast-food atmosphere, 

or are looking for franchise opportunities, look no furthe! 

than Famoso. They serve authentic Neapolitan pizzas, & 

per the regulations set out by the Associazione Verace Pu 
Napoletana, and they do it quickly, 

detektety 
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Available at the following 
Solo Mobile kiosks: 
CALGARY 

Marlborough Mall 
EDMONTON 


Eemonton City Centre East 
ee naate Centre 
Edmonton Mall 


#=°0 one-time device activation ($35) apply. Early termination fees apply. Subject to change without 
‘ing and long distance calls. [2] Based on monthly plan rates, per-second billing on local calls, a 
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12804 82nd St. 
14808 Stony Piain Rd 
Sonnie Doon 

Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Malt 

Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre (kiosk) 
Sherwood Park Mall 

South Edmonton Common 


Southpointe Shopping Centre 
Sunridge Mall 

‘Westbrook Mall (kiosk) 
EDMONTON 

184th St. at Stony Plain Rd, 
3918 White Mud at 17th St. 
6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St 

10103 107th Ave. 


City Centre 
Crowtoot Crossing 

Deerfoot Meadows 

Deerfoot Outlet'Mail (kiosk) 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall (kiosk) 
NorttrHill Shopping Centre (kiosk) 
Northland Village 

Shawnessy Village 

Southcentre Mall 


Southgate Centre 

St. Albert Centre 

‘St. Albert Trail at 137th Ave. 
Terwilleger Gardens 

‘West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 

Whyte Ave. at 107th St. 
SPRUCE GROVE 

Creekside Centre 


Available at the 
following Bell stores: 


‘CALGARY 
1002 17th Ave, SW 
9650 Harvest Hills Bivd. NE 
509 - 2nd St. SW 
Beacon Hill Centre 
Calgary Eaton Centre 
Chinook Centre 
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Solo Mobile network coverage areas. nights Mon-Thur, 7pm-Gam; Weekends Fri 7pm-Mon Bam, Other monthly fees, €.g,, @9-1-1 (50¢), system & goverment fee; $6.95), 
notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. Not available at all Wal-mart stores. Other conditions apply. {1} Applies to loca) calls; a 30-sec. min. applies to calls with 
nd access to a coast-to-coast network, with a min. 2-yr contract term on a Solo Mobile monthly plan; excluding promotions! and long distance rates, details at solomobile.ca. Solo, Solo 


Ste design, and Keep talking are trademarks of Bell Canada. 
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Skye-Lindey Meehan | Prospective Healthcare Worker 
BY CHRIS LEWIS 


Hair: By Ellen at Evelyn Charles, downtown. 

Wearing: The shoes? Converse. My mom bought them for mein Victoria, | think. The pants are 
something-or-other, I'm not sure they have a brand name. | got them at Forever 21. My friend 
Diana got me the zip-up hoodie; it's from Jacob. The tanktops are totally random, no idea 
where | got them—it’s all about the layering. The hat is from The Bay. 

Into: |'m reading a book right now called The Body Project. It's all about women and thelt 
bodies and how they've been perceived since the Victorian period. It's really interesting. It talks 
about how attitudes toward menstruation have changed since then. How they used to be all 
about womanhood and children and change, but during the 20th century it's become abou! 
the consumption of sanitary products. | also like ice crearn, especially the birthday-flavoured 
kind from Marble Slab. It makes me feel like I'm six. 
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RELATIONSHIP POISON “THEY'RE BAD, THEY DON'T WORK, AND THEY SHOULD BE OUTLAWED!" 
____ FOREWARNED IS FOREARMED: READ MY MESSY BEDROOM ON PAGE 46. 
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AN HOUR OF HANDS-ON 

HEALING LEFT ME WILLING 
TO BELIEVE THERE'S MORE TO 
REIKI THAN NEW AGE HOO-HA 



















Think it’s strange to have a complete 
stranger place their hands on you 
and channel universal life force en- 
ergies throughout your body in or- 
der to promote physical, mental, and 
emotional healing? 

Okay... it's strange. We'll grant you 
that. But before you condemn Reiki 
as just another example of New Age 
hogwash, consider the historical 
precedents. The laying-on of hands 
is a practice that originated millen- 
nia ago in countless cultures—there 
are even Biblical examples of Jesus 





URBAN WELLNESS « REIKI - BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY |715 wos 


Be In Touch 


Oh, Reiki, You're So Fine | You're so fine, you blow my mind—oh, Reiki! PHOTO SUPPLIED 


placing his hands on the sick to heal 
(a practice still performed by various 
Christian sects, notably the Pente- 
costals). Also, consider that your be- 
lief or disbelief in any form of treat- 
ment can make or break the efficacy 
of it—any rigourous scientific medi- 
cal study requires control groups to 
account for the placebo effect. 

With all this in mind, I headed 
downtown to the StillPoint Healing 
Centre (2nd floor, 11209 Jasper Ave- 
nue) for my first-ever Reiki session. 
Reiki works under the principle that 
there are unlimited universal life 
force energies that we can tap into. 
The Reiki practitioner essentially 
acts as a gateway for these energies. 
Once the energies enter you via the 








practitioner, they go to work heal- 
ing you and unblocking any areas 
that may have been obstructing the 





cal history, along with a diagram of a 
body on which I was to circle the ar- 
eas where | felt pain. After | complet- 
ed the form, the Reiki practitioner 
welcomed me into a dim, incense- 
heavy room lit by the rosy glow of 
candles. A CD of quiet, mantra-like 
chanting muted the sound of traffic 
along Jasper Avenue (although I was 
grateful motorcycle season hadn't 
started yet) 

The practitioner instructed me to 
lie face-down on the massage table 
and cover myself with the blankets 
if 1 liked. She began the session by 
vigourously rubbing her hands to- 
gether. After standing at the head 
of the table for a minute, she placed 
her hands gently on my head. As 
the session progressed, her hands 
moved to my shoulders, back, stom 
ach, and feet. 

While Reiki doesn’t typically entail 
any dramatic physical sensations, 
the practitioner’s hands do get very 
warm—even hot. And the heat only 
gets greater; during my session, 
the practitioner's hands were warm 
enough for me to feel them through 





EVEN IF YOU'RE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF 
“UNIVERSAL HEALING ENERGIES,” A REIKI SESSION STILL 
PROVIDES YOU WITH A FULL HOUR OF ABSOLUTE RELAXATION, 
AND HOW OFTEN DO YOU GET THAT? 





flow of energy. Think of Reiki as 
the medical equivalent of feng shui, 
the strategic placement of furniture 
within a room to maximize the flow 
of chi. 

Before my session, I filled out a 
brief form outlining my basic medi- 


the blanket and my clothing. 

Many people experience a sensa- 
tion of warmth as the Reiki energy 
flows through their body, but I was 
just the opposite: towards the end of 
the session, I felt coldness spread- 
ing through me, to the point where 


» 
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I started shivering. Maybe I just got 
a case of the chills... but that seems 
unlikely, given that I was in a warm 
room, fully clothed, and lying under- 
neath a blanket 

1-also noticed a strange, tingly- 
numb sensation, almost like my legs 
were asleep, which occurred imme- 
diately after the practitioner placed 
her hands on my feet. It became so 
intense that for a moment it was.al- 
most more than | could take. How- 
ever, I focused on breathing and the 
feeling subsided. The same thing 
happened again in the second falf 
of the session when she touched my 
feet after I had flipped onto my back 
The practitioner later informed me 
that tingling, numbness, muscle 
twitches or spasms, and even seeing 
colours are not uncommon during a 
Reiki treatment 

I left feeling deeply relaxed. While 
the price of a Reiki session ($70 for 
an hour) will prevent me from get- 
ting addicted, | will definitely treat 
myself to another one in the future 
There are several practitioners at 
StillPoint who offer different rates, 
so it is possible to get a- cheaper 
deal 

Even if you're skeptical about the 
existence of “universal healing ener- 
gies,” a Reiki session still provides 
you with’a full hour of absolute re 
laxation, and how often do you get 
that? Many practitioners are also 
registered massage therapists, so 
they can infuse a regular massage 
with Reiki for an added healing kick. 
Just try to schedule your Reiki mas- 
sage for a day when you don't have 
to work—you'll be so relaxed that 
going back to the hectic, mundane 
world is unpleasantly jarring. 
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CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 



























PISCES (FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20) 

Aren't you sick of sayin’ “coulda,” “shoulda” 
and “woulda,” kid? Wouldn't it be nice 
for once to put a notch under “did”? Well, 
how about doin’ so now? Instead of lettin’ 
chances pass and later on thinkin’ you blew 
it, why not have yourself a gas 'n' just do 
\t? This week, you'll find the courage to go 
through with it! 


ARIES (MaRcHZ1-APRIL19) 

Now that you're about to begin yet another 
Year, it's time to re-examine the things you 
hold dear. Whether you know it or not, it's 
fact something you've got is holdin’ you 
back, and now's the time to give it the sack. 
Its takin’ energy you should put into your 
lleld, and come harvest, it’ only decrease 





need is a complete overhaul if you want to 
be able to compete at all. Well, by lockin’ 
yourself up in your garage this week, you can 
perfect your performance until it’s at peak! 


GEMINI (May 21-JUNE20) 

Only a loser lets losin’ get to them. Winners 
see losin’ as a friend. Instead of freakin’ out 
or gettin’ depressed, winners get to know 
what failed the test and then they can im- 
prove it till it’s the best. You're able to fix it 
now that you know what's wrong, and you'll 
get your chance to try again before long! 


CANCER (JUNE2/-JULY 22) 

You may have a generous heart, but this 
week, play it smart. Sometimes wearin’ your 
heart on your sleeve'll make you an attrac- 
tive target for evil. That's ‘cause it uses your 
kindness against you and manipulates you 
to. do what it wants you to. Be wary of those 


~ who make friends just so that you'll serve 


their ends! 
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LEO (wuwv3-Aucust 22) 

Leo, this week, success is a gazelle, and you 
can smell victory as it flees, but it ain't gon- 
na get away this time, nosiree. That's ‘cause 
you've never felt so alive, and you'll have no 
problem puttin’ it in overdrive and runnin’ it 
down. Besides, you've got your pride to think 
of, so you're not foolin’ around! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22) = 
Sometimes when the goin’ gets tough, the 
tough get goin’—out the door. That's ‘cause 
there's no point wastin’ time on a war they 
don't see a reason for. They'd rather save 
themselves for a fight that matters instead 
of lettin’ triviality tear ‘em to tatters. Fight 


the good fight withallof your might, but... a 
don't get involvedif the cause isn’t right! 


Sometimes even fish can't figure out whys" - 


the best way to increase the good luck you 
| obtainis to increase the amount of friends 
you attain. This week, you'll find that by 
bein’ friendly, you'll open up lots of op- 
portunities! 


SCORPIO (0cTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 71) 

Van Gogh's paintin’s weren't worth nothin’ 
till after he was dead, but that’s not an 
outcome you need to dread. If you can 
separate commerce from art in your head, — 
then you'll be all right, ‘cause when they're 
in their own comers, they're'less prone to 
fight. Remember, you do one for love and 










the other to keep a roof up above! 


If life was a college, you'd soon.be havin’ a 


about to end. First you have some papers to 
* but your marks can diminish from As ~ 





test of your knowledge, since the semester's 


; “Te wee dont taka beats 
| fore handin’anjthinginwéita good 


proofreadin'! 


CAPRICORN (0&cEMBER 22-IANUARY 19) 

The game has changed, and you needa 
new strategy, so take time to try and foresee 
all the possible eventualities. This game is 
as complex as chess, and if you make the 
wrong openin’ move, you'll get yourself in 

a mess.. The more time you take now to 

get prepared, the less chance you'll make a 
dumb move ‘cause you're scared! 


AQUARIUS (iwutny20FeeRuARVI8) 
Ifall you can think about is your professional 
SUCCESS, yOU'Te gonna create an emotional 
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EVENTS 


ALBERTA STUDENT FILM FEST MAR 28-29. METRO 
CINEMA, ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE Screenings and 
awards presentation for student made films, Presented 
by the U of A Society for Creative Filmmaking. info: www. 
myspace.convalbertastudentfilmfest. ; 
ATASTE OF ARGENTINA MAR 27, 7-9:30 PM. SUTTON 
PLACE BALLROOM, 10235-101 ST. Fundraiser in support of 
the Edmonton Jazz Festival, Jazz Works, and Edmonton Jazz | 
Orchestra. Tickets: $55 at TIX or the Edmonton Jazz Festival | 
Society 990-0222. 

BUSKER'S BALL MAR 2], 6:30 PM. NAKED ON JASPER, 10354 
JASPER AVE. Benefit for the Parkland Institute, featuring 
local musicians. Admission by donation. Info: 433-5159. 
‘THE CARROT ARTS MARKET EVERY SAT, 10 AM-2 PM. 
THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Artists and 
artisans from the community and beyond share unique 
gifts, crafts, and artwork. Info: www.thecarrot.ca: | 
EASTER AT RUTHERFORD HOUSE MAR 23, 12-4 PM. | 
RUTHERFORD HOUSE PROVINCIAL HISTORIC SITE, SAS- | 
KATCHEWAN DRIVE Family games and activities including | 
egg painting, an easter hunt and cafts. Info: 427-3995. 

THE GOOD MEDICINE FILM FESTIVAL MONTHLY SCREEN- 








INGS, STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 CHURCHILL WOW-WIRED ON WORDS SUN, ITAM-I:5 THREE | 
SQUARE APR 12, 2,pm “Away From Her": MAY BANANAS CAFE, CHURCHILL SQUARE An 
10,2 pm “Seducing Dr. Lewis”. Various eclectic creative writing group welcoming 
health elated fms presented HOT PICK both professional andamateur | 
throughout the semester. Info: WRITING writers. Suggested donation 
www.ahhm.med.ualberta.ca. Pop Culture Fair $10. Monthly meetings. Info: 
HOMELESS" FUNDRAISER Pop culture ephemera of ew peg cm: 

APR‘, WESTBURY THEATRE, eee YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 103 Mar30, 10am-4:30 pm 2NO FRIEVERY MONTH, 5PM. 
ST. & 84 AVE. Silent auction, AVIATION HERITAGE CENTRE REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For 
cocktails, and dinner followed by discussion topics and suggested read- 
a performance of Jeremy Baurung's ings go to www.facebook.com/group. 
show “Homeless”. In support of the Azimuth phpgid=3559215104. 

Theatre Association and the George Spady Centre. 

Tickets: $50, $400 fora table of 8 at the Azimuth Theatre HEALTH & 

box office. 

THE MAYOR'S CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS APR 7, 

RECEPTION 5 PM. PRESENTATION 7 PM. WINSPEAR CENTRE WELLNESS 

‘Awards presentation and performances by local artists. 

Tickets at Winspear Box Office. CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 1/205-101 ST., 
MAYOR'S PRAYER BREAKFAST APR 16, 7:30-9 AM. 479-1999 A range of services for members of the Native com- 
Special guest Phil Callaway along with other business munity, including a free community lunch Fridays at noon, 
and professionals pray for the Mayor, Councilors and Gvic employment and Public Health information, counseling 
Leaders. Tickets: $30, $250 Table of Ten register at www. referrals and one-on-one support, AADAC & Legal Aid refer- 


prayerbreakfast.ca. 

OUTDOOR WAY OF THE CROSS MAR 21, 10 AM-NOON. | 
BOYLE STREETEOMMUNITY HALL, 9515-104 AVE. The walk 
invites people to think about the relevance of the Gospel 
while taking a walk through Edmonton on Good Friday. Info: 
Linda, 466-6327, 

POP CULTURE FAIR MAR 30, 10 AM-4:30 PM. EDMONTON 
AVIATION HERITAGE CENTRE, 11410 KINGSWAY AVE. Records, 
toys comics and other memorabilia. Admission: $5, Seniors 
and Children free. Info: www.popculturefair.com, 
WORLD WATER DAY MAR 22, 7PM. FIDDLER'S ROOST, 
8906-99 ST. Music and art show with various eco-activist 
guests to present water-issue info displays and speak 
between acts. Tickets; $10 at the door. Portion of proceeds 
donated to water-focused charities. 


MEETINGS 


‘ACDA EVERY MON, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS, 7:30 PM. BSMT, 
BRAESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD DR, ST. 
ALBERT, CORNER OF BISHOP ST. & SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
AVE. USE NORTH ENTRANCE. Twelve-step support program 
for adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families. 
ALBERTA ENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION 3RD TUE 
EVERY MONTH, 5:30-9 PM. THE FACULTY CLUB, 11435 SASK 
DR. Pre-register at www.aea.ab.ca. 

CINE-CLUB D’EDMONTON IST MON EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. 
AUDITORIUM DU CAMPUS SAINT-JEAN, U OF A Donations 
accepted at the door. | 
EDMONTON NATURE CLUB MONTHLY MEETINGS, ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. Informative monthly 
meetings with guest speakers. Info: Mark, 430-7134 or 
Mmreine@itelusplanet.net. 

FORWARD THINKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB TUE, 7PM. 
STRATHCONA COUNTY BUILDING, 2001 SHERWOOD DRIVE, 
SHERWOOD PARK. Build self-confidence and communica- 
tions skills Info: 922-3835. 

FRENCH CONVERSATION THU, ALLIANCE FRANCAISE, 

#202, 8627 RUE MARIE-ANNE GABOURY. Info: Godfrey, 
469-0399, 

FRENCH MEETUP Informal conversation group, all levels 

of French speakers welcome. info: french.meetup.com/236 

or 720-5169. 

GREAT EXPEDITIONS, HOSTEL TRAVEL 2ND MON EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. HOSTELLING INTERNATIONAL, 10640-87 

AVE. APR 14 African Safari, Kenya, Tanzania and Malawi. 
Everyone welcome. For presentation schedule or info: Sylvia, 
454-6216 or 455-6741. 

HIP MAMAS MEET-UP Young mothers and their babies 
meet several times a week. Free to join, plenty of friends to 
be made. Info: hipmama.meetup.com/151/. 
YLLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 

PM. WOODY’S, 2ND FL, 11723 JASPER AVE. Cross-dressers, 
transsexuals, friends, and supporters meet. info: 387-3343 or 
groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton illusions. 

IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUBZNOAND4THTHU =| 
EVERY MONTH, 8 PM. SEP-MAY. VARIOUS LOCATIONS 











| EXPLORE STILLNESS WED,APR94&237-9PM. UNITY =| 


| week, mats provided. info: 471-1200 or kingswaygarden- 


informative presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, 
monthly and year-end competitions. Check website for 
locations. Up-coming 08-09 Season, will be at Pleasantview 
Community Hall. Photographic enthusiasts of all levels 
welcome. Info; www.imagesab.com or Sheila, 469-9776; 
Mufty, 452-6224. 

INNOVATORS’ NETWORKING CLUB TUE, 11:30 AM-1 PM. 
CAFE SELECT SOUTH, 109 ST. & 84 AVE. BUSINESS NETWORK- 
ING GROUP, MIXER, AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. INFO: 
DWAYNE, 463-6240 OR DWAYNEBH@BHAKEN.CA. | 
W'ORATORS TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED 7-8:45PM. } 
LONDONDERRY PUBLIC LIBRARY, LONDONDERRY MALL, 137 
AVE. & 66 ST. Lea to speak cleagly and with confidenceina | 
Supportive group. Info; www.norators.com. 
NORWOOD TOASTMASTERS CLUB THU, 8-10 PM. 10425 
KINGSWAY AVE, Improve public speaking and communica- 
tions skills in a fun and educational environment. Info: 
465-3934 or www.norwoodtoastmasters.org. 

POWER SPEAKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED 7-9 PM. 
GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, RM437— 
Leam to speak with confidence in a supportive environment. 
Info: 732-0693 or www.powerspeakers.ca.. | 
WEST-END TOASTMASTER CLUB TUE, 6:45-9 PM. JASPER 
PLACE LIBRARY, 9010-156 ST. Friendly environment of 
personal progress and mutual support. Info: 495-5424, 





rals, low cost or free beds, housing and clothing referrals. 
Info: 479-1999, 

COMMUNITY WEIGHT-LOSS CHALLENGE VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 6 week course advising diet and active lifestyle. 
Info: Carla, 966-0185, 

CONSTELLATION EVERY IST & 3RD WED, 7PM. 10431-37 
AVE. Aunique healing process, transforming past burdens 
into positive affirmations. Info: 967-9162 or constellation- 
currents.ca. 


CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 13210-106-AVE. With Eckhart Tolle. 
Leam to replacenagging thoughts with ability to perceive 
sacredness of oneself and the natural world. “Stillness 
Amidst the World” video/discussion/meditation workshop. 
Info: 913-6466, or www.unityofedmonton.ca. 

FREE YOGA CLASS EVERY SUN, 6-7 PM. LULULEMON 
ATHLETICA KINGSWAY All levels welcome, new styles each 


community@lululemon.com. — —_. ea em 
GENTLE YOGA RADHA YOGA 9946-87 AVE, Weekly classes 


in small group settings. Sunday Satsang (by donation). Call 
for schedule and fees. Info: 432-3363 or www.radha.org. 
LIVING POSITIVE TUE, 7-9PM, SUITE 50, 9912-106 ST. 
Confidential space where POZ people can discuss and 

share common issues of concem. A peer-driven AIDS service 
organization, providing direct support to people living with 
HIV in Alberta. Info: 488-5768 or edmiivingpositive.ca. 
LOTUS SOUL GYM YOGA STUDIO 10518-82 AVE. Multidis- 
Giplinary yoga studio offering drop-in and registered classes 
inhatha, vinyasa flow, Pilates, yoga for runners, pre-natal, 
post-natal, mommy & me, and partner workshops. All levels 
welcome. Info: www.lotussoulgym.com, 434-9642 or infofa 
lotussoulgym.com. 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 3RD & 4TH SAT EVERY 
MONTH, 9 AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 ST, RM 
3-18, An organization for the emancipation and autonomy 
of African women, providing programs on economy, 
community health, training on HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment, and harm reduction. French, English and African 
languages. Admission free for members, membership $10. 
Info: 490-7332. 

MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST TEACHINGS GADEN 
SAMTEN LING TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
11403-101 ST, Meditation and Buddhist teachings by 
resident teacher, Tibetan Buddhist monk Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe. Beginners Tue 7 pm. Intermediate Wed ? pm. 
Advanced practices Sun Tl am. Info: 479-0014 or www. 


gadensamtenling.org, 

NIA TECHNIQUE APRIL 4, 5:30-6:30 PM. KNOX METROPOLI- 
TAN CHURCH A blend of dance, martial arts and yoga. Info: 
Gloria, 434-8137 or glo@ishaw.ca. 

RADHA YOGA VARIOUS LOCATIONS Classes include gentle 
hatha, hidden language/reflective hatha, dream yoga, 
kundalini/power of choice and meditation. Info: 432-3363, 
RAJA YOGA MEDITATION #208, 10132-105 ST. in associa- 
tion with Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization. 
Info: www.bkwsu.org or 425-1050. 

RIVER VALLEY RUNNERS TUE & THU, 5:15-6:45 PM. 
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RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Coached train- 
ing for running on Edmonton's extensive rives valley trails, 

includes warm up and cooldown. Info: www.rivervalleyrun- 
ners.net or 447-1909, 

THE SECRET OF BREATH WORKSHOP MARCH 29, 9 AM-7 
PM. UNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 13210-106 AVE. Breathe 
to heal past and emotions. Info: www.unityofedmonton.ca 


| or Yvonne, 913-6466. Register: unity@unityofedmonton.a. 


TOPS: TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY THU, 6:30-7:30 PM. 
ALLENDALE COMMUNITY LEAGUE, 6330-105A ST. Weight 
loss support and information. First meeting is free. Info: 
TOPS4990@hotmail.com. 


| TRANQUILITY MEDITATION WED, 7PM. 10502-70 AVE. 


Tibetan tradition. Free, beginners welcome, instruction 
available. Info: Lama Ani Kunsang, 633-6157 or www. 


| karmatashiling.org. 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Monthly events, potluck 

dinners, and dine-out nights for vegetarians and vegans. 
Monthly newsletter includes articles on health, environ- 
ment, and compassion. Info: events@vofa.ca or www. 


| VofAca. 


‘LEARNING 


AFRICAN DANCE CLASSES 10275 JASPER AVE. Movements, 


| the Afro-Caribbean dance ensemble, offers a variety of 


African dance classes at all levels. Info: 415-5211 or www. 
Movementsdance.com. 

ARGENTINE TANGO CLASSES THU (JAN-APR), 7PM. 
ACADEMY OF KING EDWARD SCHOOL, 8525-101 ST. With 
Gristina and Vincente. Info: 905-8505 or members.shaw. 
ca/tangoplus/home.htm. 

ARTIST SUCCESS PROGRAM APR 9-30, EVERY WED. Learn 
tomatch your creative talent with business strategies to sell 
your art. Info: 439-0521. 

BEDOUIN BEATS MIDDLE EASTERN DANCE 2ND FLOOR, 
12316 JASPER AVE. For all skill levels. Info: 722-9773 or 
denise@raqabellydance.com. 

EDMONTON CHESS CLUB Leaming and playing opportuni- 
ties for students and families at Edmonton Chess Club and 
other locations in the city. Info: 474-2318 or rovingchess- 
nuts@shaw.ca. 

EDMONTON WEAVERS’ GUILD Offering classes on weav- 
ing, spinning and various workshops. Info: Sonja, 425-1152 or 
ewg@interbaun.com. 

EDMONTON WRITERS’ CENTRE STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY, #7 CHURCHILL SQUARE. A creative space for writers 
of all genres and levels. Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am-9 pm. Sat 9 
am-6 pm. Sun 1-5 pm. Info: 496-7070. 

FAVA WORKSHOPS The Film and Video Arts Society offers 
‘one-night workshops twice a month in a variety of media 
activities. Info: www.fava.c@ or 429-1671. 

FLAMENCO LESSONS SUN & MON, 2:30-3:30 PM. Judith 
and Oscar Jose Garcia teach both Flamenco dance & guitar. 
Info: 1-780-349-4843 or ojgarcia@telusplanet.net. 
CREATIVITY WORKSHOP APR 16, MAY 21 AND JUN 18, 
7-9PM. UNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 13210-106 AVE. 
Workshops to develop tools to compose songs, music, 
poetry and writings. No prior experience needed. Taught by 
Gindi Zuby. Info: 913-6466. 

HARCOURT HOUSE ART CLASSES JAN-APR A variety of 
low-cost classes specializing in drawing, pastels, painting, 
and other mediums, taught by professional artists and 
educators. Info: www.harcourthouse.ab.ca or 426-4180. 
HIDDEN LANGUAGE APR 6 AND APR 27 HATHA YOGA 
workshops combining yoga poses, reflection and journaling. 
Info: 432-3363, radhayoga@ishaw.ca or www.radha.org. 
HORTICULTURE CLASSES MAR-MAY, DEVONIAN BOTANIC 
GARDEN, HWY 60 MAR 20 & APR 10, 7-9:30 pm “Beautiful 
Annuals”; Every TUE, MAR 25-MAY 3, 7-9 pm “Master 
Mushroom Identification”; MAR 29, 10 am-3 pm “Pruning”. 
Registration/Info: 987-2064, 

KARATE INSTRUCTION Classes for kids over 10, teens, and 
adults. Info: www.manatisowin.com or 975-6910. 

KITANO TAIKO JAPANESE DRUMMING WORKSHOPS 
Schedules, info, and registration: www.kitanotaiko.ca or 
431-0300. 

METRO CONTINUING EDUCATION 8205-90 AVE. Courses 
start in Jan/Feb, subjects include dance, fitness, sports, mas- 
Sage, spirituality, and more. Class and schedules available in 
the free Metro Class Calendar, available throughout the city. 
Info: 428-1111 or www.metrocontinuingeducation.ca. 
MINERVA MOSAICS ART CLASSES CITY ARTS CENTRE, 
10943-84 AVE. A range of mosaic art classes for beginners 
and intermediates. info; www.minervamosaics.com or 
439-1957. 

MOMMY & ME BELLY DANCING CLASSES Belly dance 
lasses and parties for adults and children. Info: 428-5571 or 
belladanza@itelus.net. 

NORTHERN RIVER KARATE SCHOOL TUE, THU & SAT, 
BELGRAVIA COMMUNITY HALL, 11540-73 AVE. Weekly classes 
in Karate, Kobudo, Yoga, Qi gong, and Sitting Meditation. 
Info: www.threebattles.com. 

PRESCHOOL INDOOR SOCCER SAT (NOV-JUN), 9:30 
AM-NOON. SACRED HEART SCHOOL GYM, 96 ST. & 108 AVE. 
Ages 2-12, girls and boys. Basic soccer skills, taught by FIFA 
certified coach. Info: Tony, 420-0760. 


| TAIKO-FIT APRIL 3, 6-7 PM. KNOX METROPOLITAN CHURCH 


Fitness program using drumming and dance. Info: Gloria, 
434-8137 or glo@shaw.a. 


QUEER 


‘NGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 








on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 492-0772. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTQ 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 


| allied community members, and police officers. Email 


questions or concems to epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate 
or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime 
Unit, 421-3489. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 


| LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 


welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca or 
mwonham@ualberta.ca 

PRIDE CENTRE 9540-11] AVE,, 488-3234. Hours: Tue-Fri 
110 pm, Sat 12-6:30 pm, Drop-in, library, and community 
intemet services are available. Online enewsletter Hours: 
Tue-Fril-10 pm, Sat 12-6:30 pm. Info: 488-3234 or www. 
pridecentreofedmonton.org. 


| TEAMEDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 


society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 
offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 
Tecreational activities within a positive social framework. 
Info: www.teamedmonton.ca. 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties. Memberships available, including monthly newsletter. 
Confidentiality assured. Info: www.gaycanada.com/womon- 
space, womonspacefigmail.com, or 482-1794, 
YOUTHSPACE PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON, 9540-11] AVE. 
Anafter-school drop-in program for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
trans-Identified, queer, questioning and allied (GLBTQQ&A) 
youth under 25. Open Tue-Sat 3-7 pm. Info: brendan@ 
pridecentreofedmonton.org or 488-3234, 


THURSDAY 
BI-SEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 2ND THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. A social group for bi-curious and bi-sexual 
women. Info: groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton. 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS MEETING 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. CA Hotline: 425-2715. 

FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 101 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY info: volleyball@teamedmonton.ca. 
GAYWIRE 6 PM. CISR 88.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show 
concerning gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. 
News, local and international features, and community 
events. 

LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 1:30-3:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-1 AVE. Social meeting for seniors of all genders. 

Info: Jeff, 488-3234, 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU 
EVERY MONTH, 8 PM. BOOTS, 10242-106 
ST. Cross-dressers, transsexuals, 












HOT PICK 


ENVIRONMENT 


a safe and healing space for Edmonton's gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, and heterosexual Christians. All 
denominations and faiths welcome. Info: 887-8611 or 
lambdachurch@shaw.ca. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE 9540-)) 
AVE, Men's social and discussion group, facilitated by Rob 
Wells. Info: robwells70@hotmail.com or 488-3234. 

SOUL OUTING 3RD SUN EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. ROBERTSON, 
WESLEY UNITED CHURCH, 10209 123 ST. LGBT-focused 
alternative worship. Info: 482-1587 or email jravenscroft 
TwuCorg. 

SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10 
AM. 10740-19 AVE. Welcomes all sexual orientations. Info 
987-4974. 

SPIRITUAL LIVING CENTRE Info: www.spirituallivingcey 
tre.com or 989-3752. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 10 AM. 11526-76 AVE. All 
orientations welcome for Sunday service. Info: 436-1555 cy 
www.affirmunited.ca. 

TRANS EDUCATION & SUPPORT GROUP /ST & 3RD Siyy 
EVERY MONTH, 2PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Providec 
support and education for all transsexual, transgendered, 
intersexed, two-spirited, and questioning individuals. Info: 
www.albertatrans.org or 488-3234. 

WOMONSPACE BOARD MEETING ST SUN EVERY MONT}, 
10:30 AM-12:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. 


MONDAY 

CURLING WITH PRIDE MON (UNTIL MAR 17), 7:15 PM. 
GRANITE CURLING CLUB, 8620-107 ST. Info: curling@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 

HIV SUPPORT GROUP 2ND MCN EVERY MONTH, 7-9 PM, 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. info: Richard, 488-3234 or 
fichasd@pridecentreofedmonton.org. 


TUESDAY 
FREEDOM METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF- 
EDMONTON 7:15 PM. 10086 MACDONALD DR. A church for 
all people. Info: 429-2321. 
LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 1:30-3:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. Social meeting for seniors of all genders. Inf 
Jeff, 488-3234. 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB NAIT POOL, 11762-1065 
ST. Recreational and competitive swimming and coaching. 
Beginners encouraged to participate. Practices every Tue (S- 
9pm) and Thu (7:30-8:30 pm), followed by social meeting. 
Info: swimming@teamedmonton.ca. : 
OUTREACH 5 PM. HERITAGE ROOM, ATHABASCA HALL U 
OF A CAMPUS U of A based group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered and straight-but-friendly students, 
staff, and faculty. Open to thecommunity 
outside the U of A. Info: www,outreach. 
pixelalmighty.com or outreach@ 
valberta.ca. 








friends, and supporters meet. PFLAG EDMONTON IST TUE 
Info: 387-3343 or groups.yahoo. World Water Day — EVERY MONTH, 7PM. PRIDE — 
com/group/edmonton illusions. Artand ore talk sited Ue CENTRE, 9540-IITAVE. Support 

fe)t) @el-tcaal-egelceiisla-k meeting for parents, families, ant 
FRIDAY Mar 22,7 pm friends of GLBT individuals. Info: 
GAMES NIGHT FIRST AND LAST FRI FIDDLER'S ROOST 488-3234, 
EVERY MONTH, 7-9 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, STEP AEROBICS 5 PM. AEROBICS 
9540-I AVE. Coffee and games. STUDIO, KINSMEN SPORTS CENTRE, 9100 
YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT 6 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, WALTERDALE HILL. Info: step@teamedmontn 
9540-1 AVE, a 

TRANS SUPPORT GROUP 2ND TUE EVERY MONTH, 

SATURDAY 7:30-9:30 PM. GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH MEETING ROOM, 


NORTHERN CHAPS IST & 3RD SAT EVERY MONTH, 9PM. 
BOOTS, 10242-106 ST. Edmonton's original leather-fetish- 
uniform club. Info: main@northernchaps.com or www. 
northernchaps.com 

NORTHERN TITANS GLBT BOWLING LEAGUE 7PM. 
GATEWAY LANES & RECREATION CENTRE, #100, 3414 GATE- 
WAY BLVD. S15 per person. Info: bowling@teamedmonton, 
a. 

SINGLE LESBIANS OVER 40 Women's social group, 
monthly gatherings for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Info: singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com. 

SUIT UP & SHOW UP NOON. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. 
AA Big Book study. info; 488-3234, 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 7-9 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 
straight, and questioning youth (up to 25) gather to have 
fun and leamn ina safe, supportive environment. Info: yuy@ 
shaw.a. 


SUNDAY 

ARCTIC FRONTRUNNERS 10 AM Runners of all levels of 
ability welcome. Runs are typically 6-8 Km, usually 44-60 
minutes. Coffee afterwards. Info on venues and other runs 
during the week running@teamedmonton.ca, or 436-7892. 
BALLROOM DANCING 7:30-8:30 PM All gender combina- 
tions welcome. Salsa, rhumba, waltz, jive. Info: 469-3281 or 
ballroom@teamedmonton.ca. 

EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) 2ND SUN MOST 
MONTHS, 2:30 PM. UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 
10804-119 ST. Older gay men and admirers meet for a social 
period, short business meeting, followed by guest speaker, 
discussion panel, or potluck supper. Special interest groups 
meet for other activities throughout the month. EPT is af- 
fitlated with Prime Timers World Wide. Info: edmontonpt(@ 
yahoo.ca or www.primetimersww.org/edmonton, 

HATHA YOGA 2-3:30 PM. LION'S BREATH YOGA. Introduc- 
tory level class, free. No previous experience required. Bring — 
yoga mat or towel and water. Info: yaga@teamedmonton. 
@ 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 7PM. 
GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH, 11148-84 AVE. Lambda provides 





1148-84 AVE. Education and support group for trans-ident- 
fied and questioning people. Info: 718-1412 or ttigalliancea 
shaw.a. 

TTIQ ALLIANCE 2ND TUE EVERY MONTH, 7:30 PM. PRIDE 
CENTRE, 9540-1 AVE. Support meeting for transgender, 
transsexual, intesex, and questioning individuals. Providing 
education, advocacy and support for men, women, and 
youth, 


WEDNESDAY 

EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 2ND 
WED EVERY MONTH Casual networking with the GLBT bus 
ness community. Locations listed on www.edmontonrba. 


org. 

FREE TO BE RECREATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 10! 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY $50 per season. Info: recvolleyballa 
teamedmonton.ca. 

OPEN DOOR CLUB 5 PM. GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE, CITY 
CENTRE CAMPUS, RM 6-217 Social group for GLBTQ students, 
faculty, and friends at GMCC. 

TEAM EDMONTON BADMINTON 6 PM. OLIVER SCHOOL 
GYM, 10227-118 ST. Women’s drop-in recreational badminto, 
all levels welcome. $30 for the season, $5 drop-in. Info: 
465-3620. 

YOURS, MINE, OURS AND US (YMOU) IST AND 3RD WED 
EVERY MONTH Support group for GLBT parents, partners, 
and friends. Info: 426-6311 or 415-5434, 

YOUTH THEATRE PROJECT 7 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-I 
AVE. Using theatre to increase awareness and reduce homo 
phobic bullying. No theatre experience required. Info: Emil, 
488-3234 or emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org. 
BATH HOUSES 


DOWN UNDER 12224 JASPER AVE. 482-7960 Open 24/7. 


Info; www.gayedmanton.com. 
‘STEAMWORKS 1/745 JASPER AVE,, 451-5554 Open 24/7. 
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MUSIC 


Silver Mt. Zion Recording Studio 


13 blues for 13 moons $132 / Song 
CD/LP AVAILIBLE For a 5 Piece Band 


$50 / Song 


For Vocalist and Single Instrument 
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The modem is the message 


WWW.seemagazine.com 


You've seen our new look. Now check out our new website. 
- stories.restaurants.events.clubs.bars.more 


School of Business MACEWAN 


think Deg ree 


A real degree education 
for the real world 


MacEwan's Bachelor of Com 

Ss a four-yea 

with a focus on today’s global 
economy. f 


Ire looking for a commerce ; 
that is current, relevant and 
e you places, think MacEwan. 


For more information, visit 
www.MacEwan.ca/bcom or 
call 497-5162 


**Get credit! Management 

& Business Administration 

diploma students have Ry 

transfer options, call today. i \ 






www.MacEwan.ca/business 


edmonton see magazine « March 20~ March 26,2008 «21 


cover story 
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DRAGONETTE'S HUSBAND-AND-WIFE DUO 
ABSCONDS AGROSS THE POND—AND FINDS 
SEXY, SEXY SUGGESS 
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DRAGONETTE 

w/ Sweet Thing and Tim Gilbertson. March 26 (8pm). 
Starlite Room (10030-102 St). Tickets: $16, available at 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Ticketmaster. 





Dragonette is the kind of band that 
makes critics reach into their big 
bag of guilty pleasures for compari- 
son. What to make of a band that 
sounds like an indie-rock Duran 
Duran (with whom they've toured 
as an opening act), whose debut al- 
bum (2007's Galore) is chock full of 
synths, plastic dancebeats, and lyrics 
about clubbing and casual sex, sung 
by a sex-kitten frontwoman with a 
high-pitched, Cyndi Lauper-esque 
chirp? Most of us hoity-toity critic 
types would just dismiss it as trashy, 
disposable pop—but what happens 
when it’s damn good trashy pop? 
Oh, the conundrum. So, it becomes 
a “guilty pleasure.” 

“I don't understand why people 
would feel guilty aboutit,” says singer 


Martina Sorbara. “If anyone should 
feel guilty, it's me. And I don't.” 

Sorbara’s guilt, were she to feel any, 
would probably have something to do 
with her past life as a folkie singer/ 
songwriter who released two albums 
of guitar-strumming “tampon music” 
(Sorbara’s words), and was signed to 
Sarah McLachlan's Nettwerk label in 
the early '0Os. She even had a song 
included on the Women & Songs 6 
compilation, alongside Diana Krall 
and Michelle Branch. Though she 
denies there was drama involved in 
her departure from her old label and 
her old scene, Sorbara can’t hide her 
pleasure at having dumped the six- 
string for the synths. 

“I felt kind of trapped before be- 
cause all I had was a guitar, and I 
didn’t know how to go beyond that,” 
she says. “And now I get to play, with 
all these pop influences that I’ve 
loved and grown with... I think 1 
still kind of write folk songs. I think 


they're folk now and were pop before 
They're poppy-folk. Ah, it doesn’t re 
ally make any sense.” 


But, Sorbara intimates, why should 


it have to? 


An Inexplicable Band 

Not that Sorbara took the leap 
faith all by herself—her muse was 
bandmate and husband Dan Kurtz,’ 
longtime Toronto-area producer and 
bassist who also plays in TO dance 
jam band The New Deal (and wh? 
produced Feist’s little-heard debu! 
album Monarch in 1999), 

In 2002, Kurtz and Sorbara started 
mucking around with computes 
and synths in Kurtz’ basement-—the! 
was the embryonic Dragonette (w! 
were named in honour of Sorbare! 
iPod). After the two landed a reco" 
deal with Mercury UK, they ditche! 
Canada for London in 2006. 

Dragonette aren't the first band 
come from a milieu with more “cred 
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(like Kurtz’ progressive house music 
with The New Deal or Sorbara’s folk 
background) and throw a bouncy 
pop gloss over top of it. They're not 
even the first band from Toronto 
to do so—Metric, Controller.Control- 
ler, and Crystal Castles are all plumb- 
ing similar territory with various 


degrees of success and mainstream 
- accessibility. Dance-rock is old, old 


news. But no one has taken it quite 
so far in the direction of pure pop 
as Dragonette. If Dragonette were 
a person, they’d be Simon LeBon 
circa '82: white sport jacket, tight 
trousers, and an air of cavalier, 
youthful insouciance. The difference 
is that Dragonette are completely 
aware of how silly they look—they 


I listen to the radio, | want to hear 
what the big audience is listening 
to. And I do think that a lot of cool 
stuff is getting on radio now, and it's 
getting broader and broader... but 
maybe that's kind of bullshit, ‘cause 
1 didn’t grow up listening to much 
radio. So I'm sort of full of shit in 


this area.” 


Currently on Sorbara’s own hit list 
are Rihanna's “Umbrella” (“That 
song drives me wild!”) and Nelly 
Furtado. “Any pop that’s well-done 
and not formula-bound,” she says. 

“Every single person who listens 
to music gets conditioned to being 
aware of what a really good pop song 
does to you,” says Kurtz. “[In the 
New Deal,] I’ve been making music 





about the band with snippets like 
“Between the four of us, we have 35 
years’ acting experience in the porn 
industry.” It’s the kind of piss-taking 
good humour you'd expect from four 
indie-rockers from Toronto, not jet- 
setting London popstars. 

Which brings us to the inevitable: 
would the band ever consider com- 
ing back home? 

“Oh yeah,” Kurtz says. “I think 
it's exhausting to live as an expat for 
your whole life. It's really fun and 
cool, but there are so many things 
about Canada... If I was told that I 
had to choose between the two, the 
choice is clear. | would choose Cana- 
da. It's comfortable.” 

Martina agrees, but says that mov- 





“I THINK IT’S EXHAUSTING TO LIVE AS AN EXPAT FOR YOUR WHOLE LIFE. IT’S REALLY 
FUN AND COOL, BUT THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS ABOUT CANADA... IF 1 WAS TOLD 
THAT 1 HAD TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE TWO, THE CHOICE IS CLEAR. I WOULD CHOOSE 
CANADA. IT’S COMFORTABLE.” —DRAGONETTE’S BAN KURTZ 





just don't care. 

“We're really straddling the indie 
world and a really pop and electronic 
thing,” says Kurtz. “So for really 
unimaginative people, Dragonette 
might pose a conundrum.... I re- 
member our label in England having 
strategy sessions about ‘What kind 
of band is this?’ and ‘How will we ex- 
plain it to people?’... Maybe because 
we know less about the market, but 
there was real hesitation to put Drag- 
onette on NME night [at a club] in 
the U.K. because that’s such an indie- 
rock thing. Whereas in Canada the 
crowd that comes to see us is really 
diverse, a way broader spectrum than 
T’ve been used to. It really surprised 
me, in a good way, when Dragonette 
got played on such a broad spectrum 
of radio in Canada. It's not as rigid as 
it’s been in the past.” 


: é “T listen to the radio and turn it 





that was 25 to 40 minutes long. Now 
I'd like to see whether I can write 
three-minute songs just drawing on 
all the experience I've had as a lis- 
tener.” 

The results speak for themselves. 
Galore is full of near-perfect pop, 
from the sleazy nightclub trash of 
“I Get Around” to the sunny bounce 
of “Get Lucky” to the almost-but- 
not-quite-mainstream R&B beats of 
“Competition” (a gleeful boast about 
how Sorbara stole Kurtz from his 
former girlfriend). 


Canadian Humour 

Dragonette do enjoy poking fun at 
their ultra-glossy pop image, though. 
Search for them on YouTube and 
you'll come across “At Home With 
Dragonette,” a series of videos the 
band made after the received a video 





ing to London was a necessary step 
for the band. “I think Toronto is so 
friendly and easy and a tight commu- 
nity, and comfortable to us, that we 
needed somewhere else that would 
kick our asses a little. Before we even 
had this band we talked about the 
possibility of living somewhere else 
that challenged us.... I just felt like if 
I'd stayed in Toronto | might've wo- 
ken up one day to find I was 55 and 
that was that, you know?” 

Though the band recently earned 
a Juno nomination for Best New 
Group, and are a major buzz-band in 
Britain, they're aware of the ephem- 
eral nature of “buzz,” especially in 
the fickle British music establish- 
ment. Hopefully, having their feet 
on the ground in the colonies will 





now, 
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Don’t Gall Them “™ 


ON MINUS THE BEAR'S NEW 
CD, YOU'LL COME FOR THE 
MUSICAL VIRTUOSITY, BUT 
STAY FOR THE POP TEXTURES 





MINUS THE BEAR 

w/ Sylvie, Passenger Action, March 27 (8pm). Starlite 
Room (10030-102 St). Tickets: $20, available through 
Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen. 





Seattle’s Minus the Bear is one of the 
most technical bands in modern in- 
die rock: witness the carefully calcu- 
lated drumbeats of Erin Tate, or the 
complex finger-tapping of guitarist 
Dave Knudson. But somehow, the 
band stays well clear of the horren- 
dous cheese of “tech-rock” heroes 
like Joe Satriani, Yngwie Malmsteen, 
or Eddie van Halen. 

Instead, Minus the Bear blends 
what in other hands might come off 
as macho wankery with a subtle at- 
tention to detail, particularly on their 
newest Suicide Squeeze Records 
release, Planet of Ice, on which the 
band’s technical skill takes a back- 
seat to texture and sound 

“It seems like we're a ‘band’s 
band,” says bassist Cory Murchy 
who eight years ago was haunting 
basements and hall shows in the 
hardcore band Kill Sadie. “There's a 
lot of people in bands that seem to 
dig us,” he says, “probably for the 
technical side of things, but I think 
that there’s enough other stuff go- 
ing on. We're playing what we want 
to play, and it just sort of happens to 
sound that way. We definitely didn’t 
set out to be the most technical band 
in the world.” 

Formed out of the ashes of several 
revered Seattle-based metal bands 
(Botch, who disbanded two years 
ago, being the most prominent), 
Minus the Bear honed their skills 
pulling some of the same riffs they 
might pull now—but at four times the 


66 were pvavinc wHAT WE WANT TO PLAY. 


WE DEFINITELY DIDN'T SET OUT TO BE 
THE MOST TECHNICAL BAND IN THE WORLD. 


—MINUS THE BEAR BASSIST CORY MURC| 








Another Roadside Subtraction | Minus the Bear leaps into the unknown and lands on a Planet of Ice. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


speed. One of their sound’s primary 
architects was underground metal 
production guru Matt Bayles—a 
key contributor to heavy records like 
Isis’ Oceanic and The Blood Broth- 
ers’ This Adultery Is Ripe—who un- 
til his departure in 2006 was Minus 
the Bear’s keyboardist, bringing the 
low-end drone and crunch of his 
metallic day job to the band’s poppy 
songwriting. With their complex 
drum solos and tempo changes, the 
band was a few delicate indie steps 
away from the taboo knuckles-to- 


the-floor world of modern under- 
ground metal. 

For Planet of Ice, Seattle producer 
and musician Alex Rose was brought 
in to fill the newly empty space at the 
keys. “It was the first time that we had 
an actual keyboard player that wrote 
with us,” Murchy says. “Matt Bayles 
would write in the studio a lot of the 
time, so it was cool to have Alex as 
a different ear—someone to come in 
and offer his opinions. | think this 
far, Planet of Ice is the most cohe- 
sive piece of music that we've writ- 


ten together, from the songs to the 
artwork and everything that goes in 
People are bringing different ideas to 
the table, it's not staying particularly 
stagnant.” 

Minus the Bear could never been 
accused of stagnating. Since 2001 
they’ve quietly released critically 
acclaimed album after critically ac- 
claimed album, slowly building a 
loyal following through rigourous, 
committed touring: the band leaped 
the Pacific 
February, and will soon travel for six 


across to Japan in 


weeks across North America, stop 
ping at major music festivals like 
Coachella and Bonnaroo along the 
way. 

“People will react to music in dif 
ferent ways,” Murchy says. “They 
react to the whole ‘journey,’ if you 
will, as cheesy as it is. We don’t wan! 
to get bored with songs because we 
play them every night, and we want 
to write stuff that we're still interest: 
ed in at the end of the day. We write 
for our fans, but we also try to write 
for ourselves.” 











Julie's Trip | Doiron’s midweek concert will definitely be worth the Thursday maming blues. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


24 + March 20 - March 26, 2008 - see magazine - edmonton 


HOT TICKETS MUST-SEE SHOWS _ 





FOLK-ROCK 

Julie Doiron 

Velvet Underground « Mar 26 

$12 | At Blackbyrd, Megatunes, the door 


Wednesday isn’t exactly the best show-go- 
ing night of the week. In fact, it's the worst. 
But drag yourselves out anyway to see the 
brilliant Julie Doiron (ex of Moncton indie 
rockers Eric’s Trip). Julie is the kind of artist 


who makes us wonder how such af incred- | 
ible songwriter with such a beautiful voice | 


can toil in indie obscurity for so long. What's 


= Wrong with you, Canadian record-buying 


public? Even The Onion A.V. Club raved about 
her “simple, beautiful” last album, Woke My- 
self Up. And everyone trusts The Onion. 


| JAZZ 
| Michael Herring’s Vertigo 
| Yardbird Suite » Mar 21 

$16-$20 | At the door 


| 
| 


Michael Herring's Vertigo (featuring David 
Binney) inevitably calls to mind one of our 
| favourite Kids in the Hall sketches: Rod Tor- 
felson's Armada (featuring Herman Mend- 
| erchuk). The only difference? The KITH band 
had funnier names. Oh yes, and Vertigo is a 
real band. Michael Herring has earned a rep 
as one of the most exciting jazz musicians 


Revenge, garnering him placement on yeaf- 
end best-of lists in The Toronto Starand The 
Montreal Gazette. 





in Canada, with his last album, conte 


| SURPRISINGLY NOT GOTHY AT ALL 
| Hot Panda 

The ARTery « Mar 22 
| $19] At the door 


| SEE's second-best Edmonton band of 2007 

is still together, even though it's 2008. WTF’ 

Guess they're going for number one this yea! 

Best of luck, fellas and lady. But until we get 

some new news about the band, here's a tid 

bit we picked up from an old Sun story abou! 

them: when living in Norway a couple of yea 
ag, drummer Maghan Campbell and guita" 
ist/singer Chris Connelly used to practice 
a crematorium, heated by the furnaces thal) 
burned up corpses in the other room. Best 
“dive rehearsal space” story ever. 
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‘Collett What He Will | Jason Collett’s solo success has been weighing on his mind lately. Photo Supplied 








ASON COLLETT JOINS THE 
REW OF WILDLY SUCCESSFUL 
0LO ARTISTS TO EMERGE 

FROM BROKEN SOCIAL SCENE 




















JASON COLLETT 
Peter Eklas. Mar 25 (8pm). Starlite Room (10030-102 St). 
icsets $16, available at Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen, and 

















Jason Collett was standing on the 
stage at Lee’s Palace in Toronto earli- 
er this month, strumming his acous- 
tic, his forehead shining with sweat 
It was only when he finished his 
uplifting ballad “Through the Night 
These Days” that it dawned on him: 
something wasn't quite right 

“Twas all together this whole show, 


is’ SCREEN TY 
ATM 

HOT FOOD 

SPORT TEAM 


and I just realized I fucked up,” he 
“IT didn't 


wear my wingtips. I have a lot on my 


Says in a gravelly voice 


mind.” 

The launch of his third solo album, 
Here's to Being Here, may have had 
something to do with the absence 
of his shoes. Following its February 
release, the album quickly garnered 
NOW's 
Boles, who said Collett is “brimming 


acclaim, from Benjamin 


with inspiration and unorthodox 
combinations of musical ideas” to 
Pitchfork’s praise of the songwriter’s 
“mannered, understated virtuosity.’ 
It seems Collett is no longer 
thought of merely as a supporting 
player in the supergroup Broken So 
cial Scene, but as a solo artist who's 
successfully distanced his Dylan- 
esque sound from the loose, experi 
mental style of the indie-rock group 
that launched his musical career. It's 
a trajectory that many BSS cohorts 
have completed lately, including Les- 
ie Feist, Emily Haines, Kevin Drew, 
and Amy Millan 
A 40-year-old husband, - father, 
and professional carpenter, Collett 
1as been devoted to music since he 
was teenager. Back then, his  sing- 
ing was “awful,” he says—his friends 
suggested he just shut up. But. Col- 





ett couldn’t imagine doing anything 
else. After moving to Toronto from 
Bramalea, Ontario, he slipped into a 
few bands, including the three-piece 
Lazy Grace and Andrew Cash's de- 
funct band Ursula. 

In the late "90s, Collett started 
his solo career in earnest under the 
moniker Bird. He released his first 
record, Chrome Reflection, with An- 
drew Cash and Hawksley Workman 
as producers in 2000, and indepen- 
dently released Bitter Beauty a year 
later. 

Collett chased record deals with 


SPECIALS 
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GHADOKWITHULK. BRITAIN'S TOP THREE ALBUMS THIS WEEK, ACCORDING TO YAHOO UK & IRELAND: #1 DUFFY: ROCKFERRY: * 
f #2 ONE REPUBLIC: DREAMING OUT LOUD, #3 NICKELBACK: ALL THE RIGHT REASONS 


major labels for years only to have 
them fall through. Tired of the whole 
thing, he started Radio Mondays, a 
Toronto forum where songwriters 
could share ideas, make mistakes, 
and play in front of an audience—it 
was there that many members of 
Broken Social Scene started banding 
(sot 


together 


» speak). Collett joined 
the loose-knit group just before the 
release of their 2002 breakthrough 
album, You Forgot It in People 
Collett soon caught the attention 
of singer/songwriter and producer 
Howie Beck. “After one of his [solo] 
shows I kind of just went up to him 
and said; ‘Look, like, | am hearing 
full arrangements in my head for this 


stuff,” Beck says. With a similar mu- 


MUSIC 


sical aesthetic, and with a solo record 
deal with Arts and Crafts already in 
place, Beck produced Collett's ac 
claimed Idols of Exile in 2005. “We 
just really wanted to make something 
that wasn't kind of a songwritery al- 
bum,” Beck explains 

On Here's to Being Here, Beck re- 
turned as producer, and the acclaim 
continues. Content with the lauda- 
tory reviews, Collett is realistic about 
the uncertain nature of the music 
business, saying if it doesn’t work 
out, he can always go back to ham 
mering nails 

For now, Collett is just happy to pay 
his way with music. “I have nothing 
to complain about,” he says. “Things 


have been going well for me.” 
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MacEwan can help. 


Can't get into the program you want? 


We have two programs to point you in the right direction. 

















Start in April. 










high school equivalent courses. 
Start in September. 






(dine in only) 


$24.95 


2 large pizzas, 
3 topping with 12 free wings 
(dine in or take out) 


$17.95 


2 medium pizzas, 
3 topping with 10 free wings 
(dine in or take out) 


Preparation for University and College « Call (780) 497-4029 
Improve your high school grades Fast track your way to admissibility 
Receive a personalized plan for success ¢ You may beeligible for 
funding * Complete high schoo! equivalent courses in a-college setting. 


General Studies Call (780) 497-5653 
Earn university- and college-level credit * Choose from a range of 
liberal arts courses * Work on program requirements ¢ Take optional 


Two programs, one purpose. Think MacEwan. 


KARAOKE 


Tuesday - Saturday 9-2, Sunday 9-1 


HAPPY HOUR 


Monday - Saturday | lam-7pm 
Sunday all day with free pool 


25¢ WINGS 
Sunday - Thurday 6pm -—12am 
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An Uncomfortable Soul 


HAWKSLEY WORKMAN 
FINALLY FIGURES OUT THAT 
HE’LL NEVER FIGURE IT ALL 
OUT—AND NEITHER WILL YOU 








HAWKSLEY WORKMAN 

March 24 (8pm). Winspear Centre (#4 Sir Winston Churchill 
Square), Tickets: $32.50, available at the Winspear box 
Office (428-1414). 





A Buddhist will tell you that suf- 
fering is caused by desire. Hawks- 
ley Workman will tell you the same 
thing, sort of—but that doesn’t mean 
he’s going to stop desiring. 

“This psychotherapist guy once 
told me that if you bring along ex- 
pectations in life, you also bring 
along cause for disappointment,” 
he says. “If you're comfortable with 
a certain amount of dissatisfaction, 





you'll never be disappointed—if 
you're happy in between things.” 

Hence the title of Workman's new 
album, Between the Beautifuls. No, 
Workman isn’t dispensing sage wis- 
dom from on high—he desires for 
plenty, and it’s obvious in his music, 
his persona, and even in his con- 
versation—rarely will you hear one 
person use the word “lusty” so fre- 
quently. As in, “Songwriting for me 
is a relationship I’ve been in for 10 
years... I found my voice at 22; I re- 
member that really well. All of a sud- 
den I was able to write and sing from 
a place that was mine alone, and it 
was like a lusty love affair.” 

And he goes on: “It was incredible. 
Every moment | sat down to write 
back in those days was a moment of 
discovery, and it was lusty and explo- 
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IT USED TO BE YOU HAD TO KNOW, 
SOMEONE TO GET TO THE TOP. 


NOT ANYMORE. 


ARTISTS & BANDS 
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CHECK OUT R A OR 
OR TEXT “PRIZE” To 4785 FOR DETAILS. 


Demo Fitry closes April 14, 2008, Fan Voting clases May 31, 2008. Open to Canadian residents 15 years of age and older 
Submit a Demo online to enter Artist I:ntry Portion. ote online or text to enter Fan Voting Portion. Limit one Demo per Artist. Up 
10 3 Fan Voting entries/day limited to one Fan Voting entry per Artist/day. Grand Prize approximate retail value (ARV) $25,000 
CON. Secondary Prize cumulative ARV $21,000 CDN. Fan Voting Prize ARV $3500 CDN. No purchase necessary. Mathematical 
skill testing question required. Release and Distribution Agreement with FND/Universal required to be dedared a Grand Prize 
winner, Release and Affidavit required to be declared a Finalist. Full Official Rules at www.redpipe.ca or veww.25000.ca 


Vv | Gane) 
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“OUTSTANDING! 


GORGEOUSLY SHOT AND AS GRIPPING 
AS AN EPIC NOVEL” 


— Liam Lacey, GLOBE AND MAIL 


KKK 


“COMPLETELY CAPTIVATING” 


— Brendan Kelly, MONTREAL GAZETTE 


“A GLORIOUSLY CINEMATIC DOC” 


- Variety 


“IMMENSE AND UNFORGETTABLE” 


— Peter Howell, TORONTO STAR 


A KINOSMITH/EYESTEELFILM Release 


AYUNG CHANG FILM 


Produced by EyeSteelFilm in co-production with the National Film Board of Canada 
Produced In assockslion with CBC Newsworld/SRC and American Documentary | P.0.V., PBS's award-winning documentary showcase 


Looking for a job in the 
construction industry? 


Carpenters, plumbers and project managers 
are a few of the jobs listed on 


Merit Contractors Association’s 
Construction Job Stores website. 
Visit www.constructionjobstores.com 


Ph: 780-455-5999 
or 1-888-816-9991 















KINOSMITH == 


EYESTEELFLM OC 


POV 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY! 


NIGHTLY AT: 7:00, 9:00 FRI/SAT/SUN MAT AT: 2:00 
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sive.” 

Sadly, as in any long-term relatio 
ship, the lust turned to routine 

“Realness~starts to bleed in, 
says, “and the realness for me wit} 
songwriting was with every recor 
having to renegotiate the passion 
and excitement. Not like, ‘Oh, wer. 
gonna wear dildos and it’s gonna |) 
different,’ but just trusting myself 
find something new.” 

Workman's career bears that ou 
His first album, 1999's For Him and 
the Girls, is a bracingly well-put-to 
gether record for a 24-year-old, ; 
diverse collection of rock, pop, and 
music-hall stomp. His output has 
been frequent but varied since then 
from (Last Night We Were) The D. 
licious Wolves’ glam-pop bounce 
Treeful of Starling’s folksy, singer 
songwriter confessionals. 

His new record is the closest thing 
to a concept album he's done yet- 
and the concept, for lack of a bet 
ter word, is disappointment, from 


“EVERY RECORD 
(1 HAVE) TO 
RENEGOTIATE 


NOT LIKE, 
‘OH, WE'RE GONNA 
WEAR DILDOS ANDIT'S 
GONNA BE DIFFERENT, 
BUT JUST TRUSTING 
MYSELF TO FIND 
SOMETHING NEW.” 


the lost-love lament “Piano Blink 
(“Let's be happy/Even though w 
know we're both done trying”) (0 
the self-explanatory “The City Is? 
Drag” (“We're burning out/Wer 
burning down/We're burning out’) 
“If you're like me,” Workman says, 
“and you went to high school, you 
got the message that you go to un 
versity, sort yourself out, get a job 
and then you live, you can coast 
But that arrival myth is really er 
roneous, and it’s kind of a shock to 
the system. I’ve been an adult for 
12 years, let's say, and I’ve waited 
for some level of comfort to ente! 
my soul. And it hasn't. I make at 
cord and then it’s sort of done an 
it doesn’t define me anymore. Thos 
moments are passed, and I’m lel 
looking for something new.” 


impson VAataliielt 


TOUCHES YOUR DIAL 





WINEINCHNAG TRENT REZNOR DOESN'T THINK MUCH OF RADIOHEAD'S PAY-WANT-YOU-WANT PROMOTIONAL GAMBIT FOR | 
THEIR RECENT RELEASE JN RAINBOWS, CALLING IT A “BAIT AND SWITCH” = Ae 
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WOODHANDS 
Heart Attack 
(Paper Bag) 

kok ky 


music with a little ingenuity. 
Enter Paper Bag's new kid on the block, the Toronto pop duo Woodhands. 
Forgoing showy digital overproduction and corrosive genre fusion, Dan Werb 
and Paul Banwatt have developed these 10 songs from a roar of analog 
synths, drum machines, and most importantly, live drums and vocals. This 
hands-on approach leaves a lot of space for them to play around with forms 
and showcase their earnest vocals. 
The nervous pulse of "| Wasn't Made for Fighting” doubles as a desperately 
vocodered relationship diatribe and dance automator, while “Sailboats” layers 
a poetic Laura Barrett lyric over a dying beat that’s a perfect evening-ender. 
Both tracks threaten to become nothing more than retro pastiche, but instead 
Werb and Banwatt return to the source (Devo, New Order) and use it as a lab 
space in which to develop new ideas. 
Challenging to dance to and to think about, Heart Attack Is a rarity on the 

modem electro scene—it’s an album that unplugs the laptop and plugs into | 


your frontal lobe. 


As an observer of a musical landscape overrun 
@ by mediocre electro beats, | fervently want to 

believe that Jamie Lidell or Hot Chip aren't the 
only acts out there interested in making dance 





JUSTIN LANGILLE 
COCKATOO SNOOP DOGG | THEKILLS 
The Basement Tapes Ego Trippin’ | Midnight Boom 
(independent) | (Geffen) | (Domino) 
tok ki kK eer tok tok 





I can honestly say I'm 
unaware of any other band 
in Alberta that sounds like 
Cockatoo. (Maybe there 
were a few back in the 
mid-'90s, when Calgary's 
rock scene became briefly 
enamoured of ‘80s Britpop.) 
It's a swirly, slightly psyche- 
delic sound full of chiming 
guitars, echoing drums, 
slinky, sinister bass that 
sounds like it crawled off 

an early Cure record, and of 
course, Robyn Bright's sad, 
gorgeous vocals. 

The five-song Basement 
Tapes EP Is more about 
atmosphere than engaging 
songwriting, butit’s sure 
some effective atmosphere. 
Not to disparage the tunes, 
necessarily; “White Picket 
Fence” especially has its 
moments and “Stupid Pop- 
py" is a convincing rocker, 
but the songs wouldn't get 
very far without the band’s 
ear for doomy goth-pop 
arrangements (orespecially 
without Bright). Fans of 
Bauhaus, The Birthday 
Party, or any true-school 
goth lover will be glad to 
know that Cockatoo Is keep- 
ing the dark flame alive. 
MATTHEW HALLIDAY 





The D-O-double-G is back, 
but | guess Dr. Dre was busy 
with some other stuff, as 


| most of these songs are 


produced by the Guy from 
Blackstreet (also known as 
Teddy Riley). No diggity! 
While Ego Trippin’ may start 
out a little rough (the an- 
noying Daft Punk vocals on 
the amazingly titled “Sexual 
Eruption” come to mind), 
hang in there ‘cause Snoop 
and Co. eventually turn it 
up with a cover of “Cool” by 
The Time, which you might 
femember as “that badass 
band from Purple Rain.” The 
Neptunes-produced “Sets. 
Up” is scandalously synthy, 
while the '70s Nashville 
banger “My Medicine” 
sounds like a discarded 
track from the Supersuckers’ 
country album Must've Been 
High. Snoop shows that 
even hardened hustlas can 
have a tender side on the 
dull R&B jam “Why Did You 
Leave Me,” but even more 
disappointing is Triopin’s 
complete lack of dog puns. 
Maybe Snoop will take my 
advice and call the next 
one All Doggz Go 2 Heaven. 
Gangsta please, 

TRAVIS SARGENT 


| The title of The Kills’ new CD 
comes from Jack Kerouac’s | 
The Subterraneans—the 
narrator has just lashed out 
at anearnest young writer | 


| Kerouac’s appealingly mis- 





| 
for reason other than sheer 


mean-spiritedness. Oh well, | 
Kerouac shrugs; the World's | 
amean place. “And what we 
gonna do? And wha wha 
wha, the baby bawls in the 
midnight boom.” 

Midnight Boom shares 


anthropic aggression, only 
fueled by cocaine and speed 
instead of booze. These 

are lean, mean shots of 
scenester postpunk—guitar, 
vocals, drum machine—at 
their best when they're 
hurling insults that are 

no less stinging for being 
incomprehensible: "He's an 
alphabet pony!” “Farewell, 
my black balloon!” “You're 
the only sour cherry on the 
fruit stand!” Or are those ac- 
tually compliments? | can't 
tell—it's hard to get a read 
on singer Alison Mosshart 
when she won't take off her 
sunglasses. All | know is, the 
songs are damn catchy, and 
so sexy that | wish she were 
singing them to me. 

PAUL MATWYCHUK 
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Wet Secrets And Lies 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
RUMOURS FROM SXSW, PITHY 
QUOTES FROM MANDOLIN 
PLAYERS, AND THE MAN 
BEHIND DIVX 


“Whether we congregate as a small 
ensemble or symphony orches- 
tra, in living rooms, barns, colise- 
ums, or opera houses, our func- 
tion is not merely to entertain, but 
to communicate to one another 
through a medium that is unparal- 
leled in its ability to influence the 
feelings of the masses. I cannot 
think of a more important occupa- 
tion to have chosen than that of 
musician.” 

This Mike Compton quote came 
my way from Nashville via local 
mandolin legend Mike Bunting, a 
friendly, silver-haired Papa Bear of a 
man who frequents New York Ba- 
gel Café and always has something 
interesting to say. 

He's one of several musical char- 
acters who inhabit the storied coffee 
shop/restaurant. Bunting contextu- 
alizes Compton's accurate and mov- 
ing words: “You liked that, did you? 
The quote is from the liner notes of 
Stomp, a CD by Mike Compton, a 
great mandolin player and an indi- 
vidualistic stylist of the first order. 
One of my faves for sure.” 

While it's not really my place 
here to rattle on about the Café's 
juicy lox on fresh pumpernickel 
bagels or their asskicking house 
coffee, if you're ever in the mood for 
rolling jazz and blues piano, Tues- 
day nights at 7 p.m. are the best 
place in town for such swagger 
thanks to Graham Guest. The 
easygoing café’s been one of my 
favourite hangouts since the late 
”80s and is one of the few examples 
of something that’s gotten better af- 
ter being utterly destroyed by fire. 
Unlike, say, the rest of the gentri- 
fied corner of Whyte where greasy 
Albert's burned to a crisp almost 
exactly five years ago, replaced by a 
mainstream coffee shop and a place 
for all the ladies to get landing-strip 
wax jobs. 


Airline To Heaven 

In slightly less vaginal news, The 
Wet Secrets are being flown out 
to Don Pennington’s retirement 
party in Vancouver at the end of 
the month. Pennington is a senior 
sessions and concerts producer, a 
high-up recording engineer who, 
like most of CBC3, has taken a huge 
shine to the band. 


‘I've always wanted to be flown to 
a gig and |’m getting ona plane with 
my drumsticks,” Trevor Anderson 
reports. The band will be playing 
a rare thing in nightlife-sputtering 
Van—a new club called the Bilt- 
more Cabaret for the private party. 

This résumé tick follows on the 
heels of reaching No. 2 on the CBC3 
charts, being given a Bucky for best 
song title (“Grow Your Own Fucking 
Moustache Asshole”), and having 
podcast host Grant Laurence name 
their “Secret March” the best song 
of 2007. I prefer “Moustache” my- 
self, which would have been a good 
ine to use down at The Roost in the 
old days 
Anderson-as-filmmaker, mean- 
while, also reports that the score to 





nis hilarious and moving film Dinx 
will be available next week after 
some minor cosmetic changes to 
the artwork—like printing the tracks 
in the right order. They were done 
specifically for the film by sexy re 
naissance man Nik Kozub—produc 
er, electro-DJ, and, of course, singer 
with The Shout Outs. Lyle Bell, who 
played an uncomfortably hot male 
stripper in Anderson's newest and 
best film, is also in both SO4 and 
the Wet Secrets. See how it all fits 


together? 
The Wet Secrets 
planned to follow in April. Cancel 


new album is 
all my appointments! 


Austin Legal 

South by Southwest, or SXSW 
as we like to pronounce it on the 
streets, was “the best music festival 
thing I've ever been to,” says Mike 
Casemore, part of the exodus of 
YEGgers who headed down to Aus- 
tin last week, including CJSR’s Jay 
Hannley and Craig Douglas. Bands 
Casemore thinks you should extra- 
listen to now are Legendary Shack 
Shakers, Tub Ring from Chicago, 
L.A. noise rock band Health, Coco 
nut Coolouts, and Brit eletro-rock = 
outfit Does It Offend You, Yeah? 

Gravy, a drummer in the afore- 
mentioned Shout Outs who played 
a few fest sets down in Texas, noted 
this about Chris Maggio from SXSW 
performers Coliseum: “The drum- 
mer in that band is one of those 
guys that will either inspire you to 
play better or make you wanna quit 
altogether.” 

Blog reports on Shout Out Out 
Out Out at SXSW are positive— 
though word is there was “some 
drinking” involved 


VERY FRIDAY 


DJs BLUE JAY 


TRAVY D 


DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT 
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NO COVER BEFORE 10PM 





UPCOMING EVENTS @ MOD CLUB EDMONTON 


FRIDAY.MARCH 21.2008 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - HOUSE - BY YURI WUENSCH | 521 words 


Keep On Fidgetin 


rR 


AT i 


GERMAN “FIDGET HOUSE” 
PIONEER JESSE ROSE JUST 
WON'T SIT STILL—AND THAT’S 
AGOOD THING 


JESSE ROSE 

w/ Dusty Grooves and Shout Out Out Out Out DI set. 
March 21 (8pm). Fluid Lounge (10105-109 St). Tickets: $10 
at the door, 





ARose By Any Other Genre Label Would Smell As Sweet | But Jesse still likes the term he came up with. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





It's taboo to pigeonhole a DJ's sound— 
at least to their face. The potpourri 
approach should really be the raison 
d’étre for any self-respecting spin- 
ner, nest-ce pas? But in the case 
of Jessé Rose, labelling his brand of 
music as “fidget house” wouldn't be 
inappropriate at all—after all, he’s 
the one who invented the term. 

“[It's a] fucked-up blend of house 
music with influences from far and 





wide,” Rose explains. “Things like 
hip-hop, grime, Baltimore club, and 
minimal can all be heard in the sound 
that I produce and play.” If it sounds 
fun, Rose says, that's because it is. 
And if the name sounds funny, that 
makes sense too—the whole thing 
started as a joke. 

“It was something we started a 
couple years ago,” Rose says, refer- 
ring to fidget house cohorts Trevor 
Loveys and Dave “Solid Groove” 
Taylor. “At the time, house had got- 
ten a bit samey-sounding and we just 
decided to add a bit of Spice. Now I 
think a lot of the jokes have been 
lost.” 

That's partly because to increasing 
numbers of music fans, fidget house 
is no laughing matter. A Google 
search reveals page after page of DJs 
who are billing themselves as disci- 
ples of the genre, and online record 
shops now have sections devoted 
to it. And Rose's pioneering ways 
haven't gone unrewarded. Last year, 
he was nominated in the Best British 
DJ category at DJ magazine's Best of 
British Awards (no mean feat, since 
Rose lives in Berlin), and earned 
similar “best DJ” praise from [DJ 
and Mixmag. Consequently, sales 
on Rose's Front Room Recordings 
and Made to Play labels have been 
brisk. This year, he'll be releasing 
an album of original tracks, a remix 
album, and a new DJ mix compila- 


tion. Life is good and he knows who 
to thank. 

“It’s always nice to be shown some 
love,” he says, “but for me it’s about 
the fans more than the press.” 

Still, one of Rose's best reviews 
comes from Chinstroking.com, an 
Australian-based fan site that offers 
some of the most thorough, (albeit 
occasionally verging-on-masturba- 
tory) DJ reviews available. Rose's 
Chinstroking rating of 88 out of 
100 was based on track selection, 
technical skills, set flow, showman- 
ship, and consistency, The semilit- 
erate description of Rose as a vod- 
ka-chugging “wild one” who plays 
“party music in its purest form por- 
tends a great show. Just don't let him 
catch you standing around thinking 
about it. 

“Tt was a fair review, though I’ve 
never seen a review like that before,” 
Rose says. “That review was from 


the start of the year and when I’m _ 


touring Oz I tend to play more of a 
straight-up party style. People there 
are more into drinking than drug- 
taking so you have to play a lot more 
party tracks. In Europe, | play a lot 
deeper and more tracky. But it was 
nice and I’m glad the dude enjoyed it. 
Granted, I would say it’s a little over 
the top. I mean it's nice that people 
are so passionate about music, but I 
would prefer that they just got drunk 
and into it.” 











ROAD STORIES -SO MANY TO CHOOSE FROM |649 words 


Electricity And Eva Cards 





FARTOTHE ASPHALTANN VRIEND 

GLASS TIGER KEYBOARDIST 
SHARES STORIES OF BLOWN 
CIRCUITRY AND TANTALIZING 
SWEDISH GIRLS 





When | tell Sam Reld, keyboard- 
ist from the legendary Canadian 
“pop/rock band Glass Tiger, that 
my column is devoted to colourful 
anecdotes from musicians about 
life on the road, he becomes over- 
whelmed with option anxiety. That's 
understandable—after all, his band 
has been touring for 25 years. 
“There's stories all the time,” he 
. says. “There's never a static mo- 
ment, no matter what planning you 
have in the world and no matter how 
good your road manager is.” 
After deliberating for a few mo- 
ments, Reld decides on a recent tale. 
“Last January,” he begins, “we 


toured out west with Honeymoon 
Suite, and they put the two bands to- 
gether in one bus, which is always... 
interesting. One road family cooped 
up together in a tube is one thing, 
but when you merge two bands that 
have to coexist in a small bus....” I 
can hear Reld carefully editing him- 
self here as the sentence trails off. 

He continues. “We had this old, 
rickety bus. There was an overload 
of people, and everybody had lap 
tops, iPods, cellphones; everybody 
was plugging stuff in. We were going 
through the Rocky Mountains, and I 
forget which pass it was, but it was 
one of the ones that’s closed off and 
on due to avalanches. 

“So it was the middle of the night, 
we're barreling along, and because 
everybody had decided to plug ev- 
erything in, it turns out we cooked 
the electrical stuff. Suddenly al! of 
the lights went out on the bus—they 
didn’t dim or flicker; they went out. 
So now we're on a mountainous 
road, with no streetlights, no head- 
lights, and the driver's navigating 
upcoming turns by shadows. It could 
have wiped out both bands immedi- 
ately; on each side of us were sheer 
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drops of thousands of feet.” 

I wonder for a moment if Mother 
Nature would have had a preference 
as to which band survived, or maybe 
she'd have decided to play no favou- 
rites and obliterated them both 

Continues Feld, thankfully un- 
aware of my thoughts: “Everybody 
was wide awake the rest of the night, 
We 
never plugged anything in ever again 
after that!” 

Then Feld switches gears, and tells 


you know. We almost died.. 


me about the band’s history of pull- 
ing pranks. 

“Years ago, we were touring in 
Sweden, and I was really infatuated 
with a girl that I had met on the tour.” 
A brief pause. “This was before I was 
married,” he quickly adds. 

“L ended up hanging out with this 
girl, whose name was Eva, through 
the whole tour, and spent a ton of 
money, though we never did ever get 
together! The guys got such a laugh 
that I was spending a fortune, try- 
ing to, ah... Well, the thing is, when 
you're dealing with language barri- 
ers, and stuff like that...” Feld trails 
off again. 

“Anyway, because it kind of just 


fizzled out, and I was really, really 
infatuated with her. They made this 
card that looked like a Visa card, ex- 
cept it was an Eva card. One night 
I got to the dressing room and they 
were all wearing t-shirts with this 
Eva card, there were posters made 
and everything. Our sound guy, I 
know he was the mastermind be- 
hind that one. You got to have thick 
skin for that stuff, but you just wait 
for their turn to come round.” Feld 
pauses nostalgically and then says 
brightly, “A lot of effort goes into 
those practical jokes! And of course, 
this was long before Photoshop!” 

Feld is winding down now. “I don’t 
think there’s a band anywhere in the 
world that doesn’t pull pranks on 
each other,” he concludes. “It's part 
of your survival. Touring can be te- 
dious, demanding, you're away from 
home and family. The pranks range 
from mild to moderately extreme, 
but it can never go too far because 
you still have to do the rest of the 
tour with these guys.” 

Maybe that's why Glass Tiger is 
still together after all these years. 
They play the Empire Ballroom 
March 20. 


MUSIC BRIEFS 








ROCK 


NOPRETENDERS = =~ 

HOT SPRINGS es 

w/ Frosted Tipz, Red Ram. Mar21 (Bpm). Velvet Under- 
ground (1030-102 St) Tickets: $10 atthe door. 


Giselle Webber is on the line from Austin, 
where her band, Montreal's much-buzzed 
indie-rockers Hot Springs, are playing 
the South by Southwest Festival for the 
second time in three years, part of a tour 
in support of their 2007 debut album 
Volcano. 

“It's totally fucking weird, man,” she 





| says. “You play a show and there's row 


upon row of photographers and people 
with notepads. People are into it, but they 
can't really move because they're so busy 
focusing on what they're doing or thinking 


| about what they're going to write, and all 


the industry people have these laminated 
nametags and gel in their hair, and it’s 
super-obvious. You can’t pretend like you're 
fucking punk rock.” 

Not that Hot Springs are punk rock, 
anyway. They.are pretty awesome, though, 
a groovy, psychedelic, heavy rock band 
with a distinctive twist: Webber's deeply 
accented, vibrato-heavy vocal inflections. 

“| try and move the sounds,” she says. 
“I'm just trying to explore all the different 
holes and crevices and parts where sound 
resonates inside your body. It'll move from 
the bottom of my gut to the top of my 
nose to the back of my throat and stuff.” 
MATTHEW HALLIDAY 


6TH ANNIVERSARY 

THE BUSKER’S BALL 

BENEFIT FOR THE PARKLAND INSTITUTE 

Featuring Dan Hendrix Experience, The Brian Gregg Trio, 
Tom Roschkov, D.B. Buxton, Allan Suarez, Bill Carley. Mar 
2) (6:30pm). Naked Cyber Café (10354 Jasper Ave). Entry 
by donation. 

There are things about summer that one 
forgets amid the long, long Edmonton 
winters: smells good and bad, colours be- 
yond grey and brown, and buskers on every 
corner of Whyte Ave. How they survive the 
winter is beyond me, but it's great to see 
people capable of playing something more 





| musical than a kazoo for nothing but a few 


charitable contributions. 

But that's summer talk—it’s still too cold 
for outdoor busking. The most ambitious 
street musicians can't wait for Mother 
Nature to cut them a break, so they're back 
to play the fifth annual Busker’s Ball come 
the first day of spring. ; 

Hosted by Michelle Boudreau, the roster 
includes such eccentrics as Daniel Buxton 
(you know him, the moptopped guy in 
front of Army & Navy who occasionally 
plays indoors at Savoy), musician/visual 
artist Tom Roschkoy, funky percussionist 
Allan Suarez, all-in-the-family Brian Gregg 
Trio, Bill Carley, and Dan Hendrix. 

The diverse lineup will jam at Naked on 
Jasper alongside a handful of emerging 
local artists displaying their work (includ- 
ing Robert Woodbury, recently featured 
in Notebook magazine). Keeping to the 
Buskers’ Code, admission to the show is by 
donation, with a humble suggested price 
of $10. Considering the proceeds go to the 
Parkland Institute and the Ball features 
some of Edmonton's most earnest solo 
talents, the gig seems well worth the 
karmic investment. 

CHRIS LEWIS 
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DREAD WO LONGER AT THECONTROLS MIKEY DREAD, REGGAE BROADCASTER, PERFORMER, AND PRODUCER, FRIEND TO THE CLASH J 
DIED SATURDAY IN CONNECTICUT AT THE AGE OF 53. wee 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


LOVED BY MILLIONS. 


Voodoo Child | Beninese virtuoso Angélique Kidjo performs on St. Patrick's Day at the Winspear Centre. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 

























SUFFERING FOLK 
BEN SURES W/ ANGIE 
NUSSEY 

Queen Alexandra Hall « Mar 14 

Hip-hop artist Cadence Weapon is not 
the only local musical talent to have 

lain siege to Toronto lately—pan-prairie 
alt-folk musician Ben Sures has been 
making waves in the “centre of the 
universe” as well. But his return to the 
City of Champions on Friday night for the 
release of his latest album, Field Guide 

to Loneliness, proves that he hasn't lost 
touch with his roots. 

Angie Nussey was everything an ap- 
petizer should be: light and encourag- 
ing. But it was clear that the attentive 
crowd were solid supporters of Sures’ 
art—something he told them he'd had to 
suffer for from time to time, in between 
tunes like the jazzy “Holes” or the warm- 
hearted “Used to Have a Raygun”. 

Although his renditions of songs like 
“Climb Down,” “Under Water,” and “Drunk 
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in My Kitchen” were melodic gems, the 
most engaging and memorable ditty of 
the evening was the Dylanesque “Who 
Killed the Last Folk Singer,” played with 
mixed-up lyrics on the first go, then with 
the right ones. But Sures’ wit charmed 
the crowd without missing a beat and 
turned a flub into a pleasure. It was a 
fefreshing reminder of a performer's 
greatest virtue: humility. 

CHRIS LEWIS 


RENAISSANCE MAN 

SERJ TANKIAN W/ FAIR TO 
MIDLAND 

Shaw Conference Centre - Mar 16 

It might seem like a stretch to compare 
Serj Tankian to Freddie Mercury—at 
first, the two don't have much more in 
common than charisma. But let's mark 
up a tally, shall we? One: both can wail, 
their vocals hitting every pitch-perfect 
note between shrieking falsetto and 


operatic belting. Two: bath are showmen’ 


COMPETE EVERY FRI 
IN THE GUITAR HERO 


GET YOUR BACKSTAGE 





known for cheesy theatrics—like Mercury, 
Tankian dropped to his knees at the 
height of every song, showed off his 
pipes by singing non-lyric words like “Ed- 
moooonton,” and made some decidedly 
offbeat costume choices (Tankian wore 
and tipped his white top hat throughout 
Sunday's hour-long set). Three: spec- 
tacular facial hair. | could go on 

Suffice it to say that Tankian rocked 
the Shaw like a spastic antelope with a 
piano, pausing only to rant about George 
W. Bush. From the Dead Kennedys’ 
“Holiday in Cambodia” to the pounding, 
tongue-tangling swell of “The Unthink- 
ing Majority,” Tankian put on a far better 
show than his stand-still stint at Rexall 
with System of a Down in '06. 

Not a single one of Tankian less stylish 
hat-wearing anarcho-wannabe fans left 
unimpressed, having witnessed probably 
the closest thing to opera they'll ever pay 
money for. 

FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


mall BANGS) 


BEGINS MARCH 7TH 


THE FINAL ROUND ON MARCH 2! 


13103 FORT ROAD, FOR DETAILS: 


Walcoine'to ory 
Winners’ Zone! 


780 643 4000 www.centurycasinos.com 
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The 2008 Honourable Mr. Justice Michael O’Byrne/ 
AHFMR Lecture on Law, Medicine and Ethics 


Ethics and the Future of 
Waerneliezemersitesntteamy (octtatits 


Amy L. McGuire JD PhD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine and 
Medical Ethics 


Center for Medical Ethics and Health 


Policy 


Baylor College of Medicine, Houston 


Friday, March 28, 2008 
12 noon to 1 pm 
Law Centre Rooms 231/237 



















A light lunch will be served at this free public lecture 


RSVP to kloctfelmann@law.ualberta.ca or (780) 492-3296 by 
Wednesday, March 26 


heal FACULTY OF LAW 
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- TO MATCH THE CAPTION 
“NOW THAT’S A GOOD LUCK CHARM!” 


Go to rogers.com/ Fell YourStory 


© ROGERS: 





Contest closes April 6, 2008. Must be Canadian residents, 13 years & older and a Facebook member to enter. 20 prizes 
available to win consisting either of one BlackBerry Curve valued at $499 each OR one LG Shine valued at $409. Odds of 
winning depend on the number of votes received on the posted pictures. Correct answer to mathematical skill-testing 
prea tae No purchase necessary. Complete rules & details available at 


rogers,com/TellYourStory. “Rogers & 
Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc., used under license or of Rogers Wireless. All other brand 
fnamec are tradamarke nf their racnartive nunarc @ 70NR Ranarc Wiraloce 
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acoustic 


DRUVI tet. 780.988.1169 


—§:]{-0-P —_ 


9925-82 Avenue 


Edmonton, Alberta 


hawksley workman 
between the beautifuls 


live SideShow performance at megatunes 
sunday, march 23rd at 3pm 


exploring “ 
that fie in * 


"and themes 

* hawksley workman 
presents some of the most stunning vocal 
and brilliant original songs 

of his career on his brand new album 
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| SLOWBURN XWRECKS. 
| JAZZ 
ds funereht DENNIS BEGORAY JULIAN’ PIANO BAR. 
THURSDAY MICHAEL HERRING'S VERTIGO YARDBIRD SUITE w/ 
David Binney. 
pant sominttedy, | UYLENELONFOURROOHS 
| PIMPBOT wi in 4 
Lions for Sheen, . POP & ROCK 
COLLEEN RAE & THE CORNERSTONE CASINO YEL- 
BLUES & ROOTS LOWHEAD. 
MOCKING SHADOWS BLUES ON WHYTE. JASON GREELEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL. 
PRAIRIE PILGRIMS HULBERT'S. JESSE ROSE FLUID LOUNGE. 
TIM HUS BLUE CHAIR CAFE. KORY WLOS CASINO EDMONTON. 
JAZZ LOVE JUNK ON THE ROCKS. 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIAN'S PIANO BAR, RAT POISON UREN LOUNGE 
TAVLENE LYON FOUR ROOMS. TIM DIONNE TOUCH OF CLASS. 
POP & ROCK DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 
| GLASS TIGER EMPIRE BALLROOM. BITCH BITCH BITCH NEW CITY SUBURBS Every Friday. 
JASON GREELEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Local 
MATT LANDRY & DANI JEAN URBAN LOUNGE. eran rintsa Wits 
DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB Every Friday. 
DJS/CLUB NIGHTS DJEDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY'S Every 
DJ HARRY JAMES THE DOCKS Every HOT PICK Friday 
Thursday. ROCK DJ LOOSE CANNON IRON HORSE 
TLOVE 80S NEW CITY LIKWID Every Friday, 
LOUNGE w/ Dexter Nebula & DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS 
Anarchy Adam. Every Thursday. Every Friday. 
HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Drum & bass w/ DJs BALLROOM Every Friday. 
Dreadnought, PhatCat, MC nlite, and FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL 2 
guests. Every Thursday. LOUNGE DJ Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze. 
JUNIOR BROWN RED STAR Every Thursday. Every Friday. 
MIA FELLOW BUDDY'S w/ 0) WestCoastBaby- FRIDAY NIGHT FREAK OUT NEW CITY LIKWID 
Daddy. Every Thursday. LOUNGE w/ Anarchy Adam and G-Whiz. Every Friday, 
SALSA STYLE THURSDAYS THE BANK ULTRALOUNGE = | JUICY DJ SUEDE LOUNGE Every Friday, 
Every Thursday. | THEMOD CLUB HALO Soul, R&B, indie, Brit pop, new wave, 
URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE | reggae & classic punk, DJs Blue Jay & Travy D. Every Friday. 
w/ Urban Substance Sound Crew. Every Thursday. NEON NIGHTS FLUID Every Friday. 
CpIr RED FRIDAYS THE DOCKS Military appreciation night. 
L | Every Friday. 
| A LT ERN, [ATI VE | ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL 
| Every Friday. 
dicot seca Cpa HALL w/Order of Chaos. | seyy FRIDAY 180 DEGREES Reggae and Top 40 w/ Genera- 
7 - P | tion IIVEXX & DJ G-Unit. Every Friday. 
wpe VELVET UNDERGROUND w/HotSprings | TECHNO HIPPY CREW PRESENTS:T.G.1.PSYDAYS THE 
HIGH FIVE DRIVE THE PAWN SHOP w/ Dudley Dawsonand | TEMPLE 
| Prisoner Cinema. 
Ee ALTERNATIVE 
BOBBY CAMERON BLUE CHAIR CAFE. 
CHARLIE ALISTIN DUO FRESH START CAFE FATAL IF SWALLOWED THE STUDIO @ MEAD HALL w/ The 
JIMFINDLAY TRIO HULBERT'S. | Hazardous Punks, Caustic, Shitguts, Missing in Action. 















LARA YULE SINGH STEEPS, OLD GLENORA. 
MOCKING SHADOWS BLUES ON WHYTE. 
RANDI BOULTON CAFE LEVA. 


180 DEGREES RESTAURANT & NIGHTCLUB 10730-107 
AVE. 414-0233 

ARDEN THEATRE #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 459-1542 
THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. 

ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL 7704-104 ST. 432-461] 
AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-16 AVE. 477-2149 

AXIS CAFE 10349 JASPER AVE. 990-0031 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 ST. 430-9200 

BAR WILD 1055] WHYTE AVE. 432-0814 

BELL & COURT PUB 200-10A MAIN BLVD. SHERWOOD 
PARK 464-1326 

BLACK DOG 10425-82 AVE. 439-1082 

BLIND PIG #32 ST. ANNE ST,, ST. ALBERT 418-6332 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 AVE. 989-2661 

BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 AVE. 439-5058 
B-STREET BAR 1/818-11] AVE. 414-0545 

BUDDY'S 11725B JASPER AVE. 488-7736 

BUD’S LOUNGE CAPILANO MALL, 98 AVE. & 50ST. 
469-5588 

CAFE LEVA 1053-86 AVE. 479-5362 

CAFE BRITT 1-20 MCLEOD AVE, SPRUCE GROVE 962-2511 
THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 935/-118 AVE. 
471-1580 

CASTLEDOWNS PUB 16753-100 ST. 457-7111 

CASINO EDMONTON 7055 ARGYLL RD. 463-9467 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 ST. 424-9467 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORT RD. 643-4000 
CHIMMY’S 8304-144 AVE, 478-1770 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 202] MILLBOURNE RD. 
462-6565 

CLIFF'S PUB & PANTRY 8214-175 ST. 487-8887 
COCODI 10160-1004 ST. 425-1717 

COAST TO COAST PUB 5552 CALGARY TRAIL. 439-8675 
CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 15277 CASTLEDOWNS RD. 
472-7696 

CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 428-5618 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 AVE. 473-1961 

THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE. 454-9928 

DUSTERS PUB 6402-116 AVE. 474-5554 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 AVE, 435-5050 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. 453-3663 

ELEMENT LOUNGE 10807-106 AVE., 420-1530 
EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM, UPPER LEVEL PHASE Il, 
486-9496 

ALE HOUSE 9912-82 AVE. 756-2754 


HOT PANDA THE ARTERY w/ B.A. Johnston and Brent 
Randall & His Pine Cones. 
JESSE DEE VELVET UNDERGROUND CD Release Party w/ 


ESMERELDA'S THE RAMADA ON KINGSWAY, 1634-KING- 
SWAY AVE, 453-7320 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 AVE. 471-9125 
FESTIVAL PLACE 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK 
464-2852 

FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 ST, 439-9788 

FILTHY MCNASTYS 2ND FL, 10511-82 AVE, 432-5224 
FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR 13403 FORT 
RO. 406-2916 

FOUR ROOMS 137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 426-4767 

FOX PUB 10125-109 ST. 990-0680 

FRESH START CAFE 484 RIVERBEND SQUARE, 433-9623 
FUNKY BUDDHA 1034/-82 AVE. 433-9676 

GAS PUMP 10160-114 ST. 488-4843 

H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE 10044-82 AVE. 433-5794 
HALO 10538 JASPER AVE. 423-4256 

HAWKEYE’S TOO 10044-102 ST. 421-9898 

HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 AVE. 490-7359 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. 452-168 

HULBERT’S 760)-115 ST. 436-1161 

IVORY CLUB & EBONY LOUNGE 2940 CALGARY TR. 
SOUTH, 465-6800 

JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR 9640-142 ST. 451-8890 
JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. 426-5381 

JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE 9221-34 AVE. 
466-6552 

JOHN L HAAR THEATRE 1045-155 ST. CENTRE FOR THE 
ARTS, 497-4340 

J.R.GRILL & BAR 390I-106 ST. 436-4403 

JUGS PUB 7450-82 AVE. 465-4046 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY 
AVE, 452-770 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB 11720-82ST. 471-4705 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 ST. 461-0587 

LB'S PUB 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT, 460-9100 

THE LOCKER ROOM 10209-100 AVE. 421-8892 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 1025-101 ST. 428-1618 
MEGATUNES 10355-82 AVE. 434-6342 

METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 ST. 990-0704 
MOJO’S PLACE 10115-88 AVE, FORT SASK. 992-0505 
MONA LISA PUB 9606-118 AVE. 477-7752 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 ST, 450-9906 
MURRIETA'S 10612-82 AVE. 438-4100 
MUTTART HALL ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 MACDONALD 
DR. 497-5040 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 10354 JASPER 
AVE. 425-9730 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE. 490-1999 


guests. 
SUSAN WHEATLEY BLUE CHAIR CAFE. 

TEAM BUILDING STARLITE ROOM Project H.0.P.E. benefit 
w/ Nano and guests. 


BLUES & ROOTS 

THE FUGITIVES HULBERT'S. 

MOCKING SHADOWS BLUES ON WHYTE. 
THOM BENNETT TRIO JEFFREY'S CAFE. 


JAZZ 

PETRO POLUJIN JULIAN’S PIANO BAR. 
REZ ABBASI QUARTET YARDBIRD SUITE. 
TAYLENE LYON FOUR ROOMS. 


POP & ROCK 

COLLEEN RAE & THE CORNERSTONE CASINO YEL- 
LOWHEAD. 

JASON GREELEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL. 

KORY WLOS CASINO EDMONTON. 

LOVE JUNK ON THE ROCKS. 

MEANIE GREENIE AND THE DANCE MACHINEY RENDEZ- 
VOUS PUB w/ City Vox and Dirty City Hearts. 

THE MISHAPS CLIFF'S PUB. 

RATTPOISON URBAN LOUNGE. 

TIM DIONNE TOUCH OF CLASS. 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 

ATHLETES’ NIGHT RATT w/ Di Kriegs. Every Saturday. 
A-TRAK STARLITE ROOM w/ All Out Djs and Degree. 

DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB Every Saturday. 

DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR Every Saturday. 

DJ NIC-E SUEDE LOUNGE Every Saturday. 

FOR THOSE WHO KNOW HALO House w/ Junior Brown, 
Luke Morrison, and Nestor Delano, Every Saturday. 

OH SNAP! THE TEMPLE Degree & All Out DJs. Every 
Saturday. 

PLANET INDIGO SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS LEVEL 2 
LOUNGE Breaks, electro, house, spun by Pl residents. Every 
Saturday. 

RED CARPET SATURDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM Every 
Saturday. 

ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL 
Every Saturday. 

SATURDAYS SUCK NEW CITY w/ Greg Gory and Blue Jay. 
Every Saturday. 

SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS LEVEL 2LOUNGE Every 


| Saturday, 


URBAN DANCE PARTY /RON HORSE w/ DJ 420. Every 


| Saturday. 
| WONDERLAND Il EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE. 


ALTERNATIVE 

THE DEAD OF TARAWA THE STUDIO @ MEAD HALL w/ 
Capture the Hills and Stone of End. 

MR. VEGAS STARLITE ROOM w/ guests. 


NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. 429-CLUB 

NIKITA’S 10162-100A ST. 414-0606 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A 
AVE. 452-6610 

O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 JASPER AVE. 482-4767 

THE OVERDRIVE 6104-104 ST. 439-9485 

THE PAWN SHOP 2NDFL., 10551-82 AVE. 432-0814 
PEPPERS 320 WESTMOUNT CENTRE, 113 AVE. & 135 ST. 
45}-8022 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-57 AVE. 434-2870 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
439-9046 

RAMADA SOUTH 5359 CALGARY TRAIL 434-3431 
RATT 7TH FL, SUB, UOF A CAMPUS 492-2153 
RENDEZVOUS 1008-149 ST. 444-1822 

ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE 7128 ADA BLVD., 
CONCORDIA CAMPUS 479-848) 

THE ROCK PUB #570 ST. ALBERT RD. 458-5571 
ROSARIO’S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL 11715-108 AVE. 
447-572] 

ROSE & CROWN PUB 10235-101 ST. 426-7827 

ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL 10475-80 AVE. 439-7211 
SNEAKY PETE'S 12315-118 AVE. 451-7770 

STARLITE ROOM 1030-102 ST. 428-1099 

ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10879-71 AVE. 438-6410 
STEEPS OLD GLENORA 1241] STONEY PLAIN RD. 
488-1505 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE COLLEGE PLAZA, 11716-82 AVE. 
988-2386 

STRATHEARN STEAK & PIZZA LOUNGE 9514-87 ST. 
465-5478 

THE STUDIO & MEAD HALL 10940-166A ST. 

THE TAPHOUSE 9020 MCKENNEY AVE, ST. ALBERT, 
458-0860 

TEDDY'S PALACE 1/36] JASPER AVE. 488-0984 
TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. 452-7770 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 ST. 990-1712 
URBAN LOUNGE 10544 WHYTE AVE. 437-7699 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 ST. 428-7827 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 AVE. 451-5506 
WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL 1/712-87 AVE. 433-7800 
WINSPEAR CENTRE #4 CHURCHILL SQUARE 428-1414 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-101 ST. 436-2286 
WRECKS 9303-50 ST, 469-8328 

YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 AVE. 432-0428 
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FORGOT YOUR SEFON THEBUS? QUR ULTRA-CONVENIENT ONLINE LISTINGS ARE ALWAYS READY TO FILL THE VOID: 





HIGHLIGHT « SKA | 





Pimpbots Don't Commit Suicide | Give them something to write home about. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Pimpbot « Thu, Mar20 - The Studio at Mead Hall 

Hawaiian ska-punk band Pimpbot is keeping a. MySpace diary of their Western 
Canada tour at www.myspace.com/pimpbot. Apparently the turnout at their first 
Winnipeg show was thin due to a competing house party. C'mon, guys—we like to 
make Winnipeg jokes too, but that's going too far. 

















SOULJAH FYAH ON THE ROCKS Every Sunday. op F i) 

‘J 
BLUES & ROOTS 
JOHNNY BOURBON BLUES ON WHYTE. ALTERNATIVE 
TAMI COOPER BLUE CHAIR CAFE w/ Bonnie Gregory. Pappu rine fea ‘ 

Ww 

DIS/ CLUB GHTS tata The Superfantastics and guests. | 
Dw louse, progressive, p. | 
Bay Sica BLUES & ROOTS 
HOUSE ARREST STOLLI'S w/ Johnny Dangerous, Andy INCOGNITO BLUES ON WHYTE. 
Inertia, and guests. Every Sunday, POP & ROCK | 
HAM 1) A y | WEEWERK JEKYLL & HYDE w/ Jenny Omnichord. 

- DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 
ALTERNATIVE BEATPARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/'S Every Wednesday. 
ANONYMOUS THE STUDIO @ MEAD HALL w/ Acantha and DJHARLEY THE BANK Every Wednesday. 

Etherial. GUEST DJ RED STAR Every Wednesday. 

PAUL KELLY VELVET UNDERGROUND w/ Patrick Park. ROCK OUT WITH YER BOX OUT NEWCITY Every 

BLUES & ROOTS Westy. i. 

INCOGNITO BILIES ON WHYTE WILD CHERRY WEDNESDAYS STOLLI'S w/Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, Steve Velocity, Fusion. Every Wednesday, | 

DJS/CLUB NIGHTS | WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS-HIP-HOP VELVET UNDER- 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S Every Monday. | GROUND Every Wednesday. 

MUNCH ON METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE | 

mi CONCERTS | 

CIA | 

SUF! 100 YEARS OF THE KIWANIS MUSIC FESTIVAL MAR30, | 
ALTERN ATIVE ‘APR 6 & 13, 1-4 PM, RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 11153 SASKATCH- | 

EWAN DR. Performers from Edmonton and area showcase 
re CORTE TI 11S BARDSTARLITE HE wrote their musical instruments and speech arts, Info: 427-3995, | 
: | AFRICAN DRUMMING MAR 3], 6:15-7:45 BEGINNERS WORK- | 
BLUES & ROOTS | SHOP & 8:00-9:30 INTERMEDIATE WORKSHOP. RIVERDALE 
INCOGNITO BLUES ON WHYTE. | COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE. With the Drum Brother 
DIS/CLUB NIGHTS | Matthew Marsolek and Lawrence Duncanof. Admission: $25 


Adults, $12 Children at the door or in advance at 439-6028. 
| ALLNIGHT VIGIL MAR ZI, 7:30 PM. THE WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Pro Coro Canada presents Rachmaninoff's masterpiece. 


DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S Every Tuesday. 
J HOT PHILLY RED STAR Experimental indie rock, hip hop 


and electro, Every Tuesday. Tickets at the Winspear Box Office, 428-1414. 
bene TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA DanceLessons. | BATTLEFIELD BAND MAR ZI, 730 PM. FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 
very Tuesday. 


| FESTIVAL WAY Tickets: $32 at Festival Place Box or TM. 


APR14—CHIODOS, PROTEST THE HERO, FALL OF TROY 
Edmonton Event Centre 

APR 14 —JOHN BUTLER TRIO Starlite Room 

APR 15 — CARIBOU, FUCK BUTTONS Starlite Room 
APR 17 —ALAN JACKSON, BROOKS & DUNN Rexall Place 
APR18—LYLELOVETT Winspear Centre 

APR 19 —DANIEL WESLEY Edmonton Event Centre 
APR 19 — OYSTERBAND Festival Place 

APR 20 — PATTI PAGE Winspear Centre 

APR 22— TASTE OF CHAOS TOUR, AVENGED SEVENFOLD, 
ATREYU, BULLET FOR MY VALENTINE Northlands Agricom 
APR 24 — SEBASTIAN, KAVINSKY Starlite Room 
APR30—TIGER ARMY Starlite Room 

MAY 1 — BUCK 65, CADENCE WEAPON McDougall United 
Church 

MAY 1—EROL ALKAN Starlite Room 

MAY 2—ANNE MURRAY Jubilee Auditorium 

MAY 3—AS/LAY DYING, MISERY SIGNALS, AUGUST BURNS 
RED Starlite Room 

MAY 6 — AMERICAN STEEL Agricom 

MAY 6 —NOFX, NO USE FOR A NAME, AMERICAN STEEL 
Northlands Agricom 

MAY 12—DAWNLANGSTROTH Jubilee Auditorium 

MAY 12—MEGADETH, IN FLAMES, CHILDREN OF BODOM, 
JOB FOR A COWBOY, HIGH ON FIRE Shaw Conference Centre 
MAY 12— TOKYO POLICE CLUB Starlite Room 

MAY 13 — DESTROYER, DEVON WILLIAMS Starlite Room 
MAY 13-14 — CHARLEY PRIDE Jubilee Auditorium 

MAY 16 — CAKE Edmonton Event Centre 

MAY 16 — NIGHTWISH, SONIC SYNDICATE Starlite Room 
MAY 18 — CLUMSY LOVERS Velvet Underground 

MAY 19 — GEORGE THOROGOOD & THE DESTROYERS 
Winspear Centre 


COMING 


MAR 20 — GLASS TIGER Empire Ballroom 

MAR 21—FROSTED TIPS Velvet Underground 

MAR 21 — JESSE ROSE Fluid Lounge 

MAR 22 — WONDERLAND I! Edmonton Event Centre 
MAR 23-24 — HAWKSLEY WORKMAN Winspear Centre 
MAR 25 — JASON COLLET, PETER ELKAS Starlite Room 
MAR 25 — PAUL KELLY, PATRICK PARK Velvet Underground 
MAR 25 — RASCAL FLATTS, TAYLOR SWIFT Rexall Place 
MAR 26 —DRAGONETTE Starlite Room 

MAR 26 — JULIE DOIRON Velvet Underground 

MAR 27 — 31], SLIGHTLY STOOPID Edmonton Events Centre 
MAR 77 —JILL BARBER, MATT BARBER Myer Horowitz 
MAR 27 —MINUS THE BEAR Starlite Room 

MAR 28 — BORN RUFFIANS, PLANTS & ANIMALS Velvet 
Underground 

MAR 28 — DANNY MICHEL Myer Horowitz 

MAR 28 — GRIMSKUNK, BROKEN NOSE, ALPHA GALATES 
Starlite Room 

MAR 28 —LOS LOBOS, JAMES HUNTER Jubilee Auditorium 
MAR 28 —FOO FIGHTERS, AGAINST ME!, HIFI HANDGRE- 
NADES Rexall Place 

MAR 31 — BLACK MOUNTAIN, LADYHAWE Starlite Room 
APR 1—THE CULT, THE CLIKS Edmonton Event Centre 
APR 1—LOS LONELY BOYS Myer Horowitz 

APR 3—CORBLUND & THEHURTIN' ALBERTANS Rexall 
Place 

APR 4 — BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH Grant MacEwan College 
APR 4 — THE MOST SERENE REPUBLIC Starlite Room 
APR 5 — THE COAST Starlite Room 
APR7—NEW MODEL ARMY New City 

APR 9 — DIMMU BORGIR Edmonton Event Centre 








agenda | news&opinion | city life | music| on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


| $7 Adults, $5 Students/Seniors at TIX. 


» 


LET YOUR FINGERS DO THE DIVERSION HUNTING AT SEEMAGAZINE.COM 


OPEN STAGE 


BUSKER'S BALL MAR 2/, 6:30 PM. NAKED ON JASPER, 10354 
JASPER AVE. Benefit for the Parkland Institute, featuring 
local musicians. Admission by donation. info: 433-5159. 


DR. BLU MARZ, 7:30PM. QUEEN ALEXANDRAHALLwith | THURSDAY 
Marshall Lawrence and Coco. Tickets: $5 at the door 180 DEGREES 9 pm. Hip hop open mic hosted by DJ Dirty 
EILEEN IVERS APR 3, 7:30 PM. THE ARDEN THEATRE Irish Needlz 


Violinist. Tickets: $32 at the Arden box office. 
EXPLORATIONS CONCERT SERIES UNTIL SEP 27, 7 PM. 
STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Presented by The 
Edmonton Creative Musicians’ Collective. Tickets $15, $10 
students, Info: 496-7000. 

JACK WILLIAMS MAR 28, 7 PM. ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL 
CENTRE With Rob Heath. Tickets: $17 and advance at TIX, 
$20 at the door. 

JAZZ AND REFLECTIONS EVERY SUN, MAR 30-APR 27, 
3:30-5 PM. RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH, 9624 74 AVE. Spring 
concert series. MAR 30 The Kent Sangster Tria. info: 
463-2442. 

JAZZ CHOIR/JAZZ COMBO CONCERT APR 5, 7:30 PM. 
JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Directed by John McMillan. Tickets: 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 9 pm. Everyone welcome. 

DUSTERS PUB 9 pm-] am. Hosted by The Wonitha Thomas 
Band. 

EDDIE SHORTS 3 pm. 

JR. GRILL & BAR 9 pm-] am. Hosted by The Shameless 
Plugs. All styles welcome, BY.0 instrument, drums & PA 
provided. 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 8 pm. Bring your 
own instruments, poetry, etc. 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 7 pm. am 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Association. Info: 
Ray, 457-9417. 


SATURDAY 

BLUES ON WHYTE 4-8:30 pm. Afternoon jam. 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 7-10 pm. Musicand 
poetry open mic. 

COAST TO COAST 9 pm-2 am. w/ Troy P Wright. 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 7-10 pm. Hosted by Tommy. Info: 


JILL AND MATTHEW BARBER MAR 27, 5PM AND 8:30 
PM. MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Tickets $14 at Blackbyrd, 
Megetunes, and Listen Records. 

JOHN BOUTTE APR 5, QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Presented 


by Northern Lights Folk Club. Tickets at TIX. Info: www. www. morangostekcafes.com, 
northernlightsfc.ca. THE NEW TAPHOUSE 3-7 pm. Molson open stage, hosted 
| MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON WED, 12:10-12:50 PM. by Carmen Cook. 


STRATHEARN PUB 2ND SAT EVERY MONTH 5-9 pm. Hosted 
by The Royal Tease, followed by karaoke. 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH MAR 28 Gordon Ritchie. Free 
admission, bring a bag lunch. Tea and coffee available. info: 


468-4964, S U N D AY 

NATIVE NASHVILLE SOUND MAR 29, ARDEN THEATRE, 5 CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 3 pm. Open jam & auditions to 
ST. ANNE ST. Tickets: $20 in advance, $25 at the door, info: play at CAR. 

andre, 42-791. DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band. 
PATRICK KEARNEY MAR 8, 8PM. MUTTART HALL, EDDIE SHORTS 9 pm. Hosted by Rob Taylor, instruments 
ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 MACDONALD DR. Celebrating the | Se arene 

music of Manvel Ponce. Presented by The Edmonton HOOLIGANZ PUB Aftemoon jam hosted by Rock 











Classical Guitar Society. Tickets: §25 regular, 


‘n Roll Kenny. 
§20 Students/Seniors/ECGS members 


HULBERT’S 7-10 pm. Hosted by Rhea 


at TIX. HOT PICK March. Info: www.hulberts.ca. 
PAVLO APR TI, 7:30 PM. THE ARDEN PUNK NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 
THEATRE Combines flamenco, 


4 . 3-6 pm. Hosted by Willie James & 
Latin, classical, and jazz influences High Five Drive pact jee 


| with Mediterranean guitar and Winnipeg punk/metallers O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 9 pm. 
Greek Bouzouki. Tickets: $38 at the free before 10 pm Hosted by Joe Bird, 
Arden box office, ee! ae THE OVERDRIVE 1:30-5 pm. 
PERCUSSION CONCERT MAR THE PAWN SHOP “Anything Goes” afternoon acoustic 
30, 7:30 PM. JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE, jam hosted by The Shufflehound. 
MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Present- TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 9:30 pm. 


ing a wide range of drumming styles, solos and 
a 15 piece percussion ensemble by MacEwan's percussion 
students. Tickets: $7, $5 students/seniors at TIX or the door, 


YESTERDAYS PUB 2 pm-6 pm. Hosted by the 
Killer Cowboys. 


RON HYNES & CHUCK BRODSKY MAR28,730PM.Fe7- | MONDAY 
VAL PLACE Tickets $32 at the Festival Place Box Office. LB’S PUB 9 pm-12:30 am. Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, 
RHYTHM OF THE PEOPLE MAR 30, 30 PM. FESTIVAL Fred, Gori, and Matt. 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7 pm. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society. Info: Willy, 474-5270. 
THE IVORY CLUB 6 pm. Hosted by Marty Vinko. 

| ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 9 pm-I2 am. w/ Mike McDon- 


PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK & fundraising 
concert for One Child's Village charity. Including the Bomba 
Quartet, Stewart MacDougall, Memeza Africa Choir, Christian 
Mena, Brent Parkin, Lionel Rault, Ron Rault, Mark Sterling, 


and Tacoy Ryde. Tickets: $32 tables, $30 boxes, $28 seatsat | aldand Sherry-Lee Wisor, 
Festival Place Box Office or TM TUESDAY 
SONGWRITERS’ CONCERT APR 6, 7:30 PM. JOHN L HAAR THE DRUID 9 pm. Hosted by Chris Wynters 


THEATRE, MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Students 

perform their original songs. Under the direction of Alix 
Bean-Sedmak. Tickets: $7 Adults, $5 Students/Seniorsat | 
Tix. 


THE TAPHOUSE 8:30 pm-1 am. Moosehead Jam, hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins, and Noel Mackenzie. 


WEDNESDAY 

CAFE BRITT 7-9 pm. Hosted by Paul LePage. 

THE ROCK PUB Acoustic night. 

EDDIE SHORTS Open jam, all gear provided. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 7:30 pm. Hosted by Rock'n Roll Kenny, 


| ! 0 
Recording Studios 


STARTS JUNE 2ND 2008 


START 


MAY 20 —DIANA ROSS Jubliee Auditorium 

MAY 20 —LADYTRON, DATAROCK Starlite Room 

MAY 22 —LE MYSTERE DES VOIX BULGARES McDougall 
United Church 

MAY 23 —COHEED AND CAMBRIA Edmonton Event Centre 
MAY 24 — ARCH ENEMY Starlite Room 

MAY 24-25 — NEVERTHELESS, THOUSAND FOOT CRUTCH 
Northlands 

MAY 25 — TAJ MAHAL, THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 
Winspear Centre 

MAY 26 — POISON THE WELL, KILLSWITCH ENGAGE, 
THROWDOWN Edmonton Event Centre 

MAY 27 — RUSH Rexall Place 

MAY 28 —CITY AND COLOUR, SLEEPERCAR Jubilee 
Auditorium 

MAY 29 — KANYE WEST, RIHANNA, LUPE FIASCO, N*E*R*D 
Rexall Place 

JUN 3— TOM JONES Jubilee Auditorium 

JUN 8 —K.D. LANG Jubilee Auditorium 

JUN 13 — PAUL BRANDT Shaw Conference Centre 

JUN 15 — CRAIG FERGUSOND Winspear Centre 

JUN 19-20 — CIRQUE DU SOLEIL “SALTIMBANCO” Rexall 
Place 

JUN 21—MATTHEW 6000 Jubilee Auditorium 
JUL7—MARK KNOPFLER Jubilee Auditorium 

JUL 12 —JAMES TAYLOR Rexall Place 

JUL26 — SERENA RYDER Winspear Centre 

AUG 12 — TOM PETTY & US ee STEVE 
WINWOOD Rexall Place 

‘SEP 21— BONNIE TYLER Festival Place 

OCT 24-25 —CELINE DION Rexall Place 

NOV 5 —/AN TYSON Winspear Centre 

NOV 27 — THE BARRA MACNEILS Myer Horowitz 


classes 50% full 


If you want to learn about 
studio recording, concert 


record production... 





MUSIC | l SLING 185 


LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 6 pm. Hosted by Brian 
Gregg. Info: www.littleflower.ca. or 429-3624 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE 9 pm. Hosted by Danny Floyd. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7:30 pm. Bluegrass jam hosted by 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Music Society. info: 434-5997. 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Acoustic open mic every Wed, last 
Wed every month Spoken Word open mic. Email Jessie at 
|Ljalbert@gmail.com by Mondays to book a spot that week. 


KARAOKE 


B-STREET BAR Wed-Sun w/ Brad Scott 

BLIND PIG Wed & Fri w/ Shelley. 

BUD’S LOUNGE Fri & Sat, 9 pm-1:30 am w/ Mr. Entertain- 
ment 

CHIMMY’'S Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Jimmy. 
CHRISTOPHER'S PUB Tue, 9 pm. w/ Sonia/Prosound. 
CROWN & ANCHOR PUB Thu, 10:30 pm 
CLIFF’S PUB & PANTRY Sat & Sun w/ Krista, Liquid 
Entertainment. 


| DOYLE’S PUB Fri, 10 pm-2amw/ Cathy. Sat, 10 pm-2am 


w/ Ewan. 

THE DRUID Wed, 9 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
DUSTER'S PUB Sat. 

D.W.’S PUB & GRILL Fri, 9-1 am. Hosted by Mr. Entertain- 
ment. 

ECCO PUB Mon, 9 pm-1 am w/ Sonia/Prosound Produc- 
tions. 

ELEMENT LOUNGE Wed, 9 pm. 


| FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR Fri, 9 pm-]am 
| w/ Angel How. 


FOX PUB Tue, 9 pm. 

FUNKY BUDDHA Sun, 9:30 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
GAS PUMP Tue, 9:30-1:30 am w/ Gord's Live Jukebox. 
H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun, 
HAWKEYES TOO Fri, 8 pm w/ Hot Karaoke Productions. 
HILLTOP PUB Thu, 9:30 pm. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Thu & Fri w/ Krista, Liquid Entertain- 
ment. 

JUGS PUB Sat, 9 pm. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB Tue & Sun, 6-10 pm. Except 
2nd Tue of the month. 


| KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH Tues-Sat, 9 pm-2 am. Sun 9 pm-] 


| 


wersoun 


LEARNING! 


amw/ Gord's Live Jukeox. 

LB.’S PUB Tue, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ The Karaokenuts. 
THE LOCKER ROOM PUB Mon, 9 pm-] am w/ Norm. 
METRO BILLIARDS Tue, 10 pm -2 am. w/ Lounge Lizard 
Entertainment. 

MOJO’S Fri, 9:30 pm. w/Sonia/Prosound Productions. 
MONA LISA PUB Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-2 am. Sat, w/ Cathy. 
NIKITA’S Tue & Thu, 7 pm-midnight w/ Shelley. 

ON THE ROCKS Man, 9:30 pm. Drink the Bar Dry Karaoke 
w/ Scott Parsons, Mt. Entertainment. 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB & GRILL Sat, 9pm 
w/ Jennie Joy. 

RAMADA SOUTH Thu, 8 pm Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Sun, 8 
pm-midnight w/ Colin & Ed, Almost Famous. 

RATT Tues, 9 pm. Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Wed, 8 pmw/ 
Colin, Almost Famous. 

ROSARIO’S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL Daily, 9 pm. 
ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-1:30 am. 
ROUGE LOUNGE Mon, 8:30 pm. w/ Mike McDonald and 
Sherry-Lee Wisor. 

SILVER MARTINI Every 2nd Sat, 9 pm-1 amw/ ProSound 
Productions. 

TRANSIT HOTEL Thurs, 7:30-11:30 pm w/ ProSound 
Productions. 

X-WRECKS LOUNGE Wed, 7:30-11:30 pm w/ Sonia/Pro- 
sound. 


d 


sound, movie sound, radio or 


we can make it happen! 


Chunk, Starewel, torn is be ae eres 
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ON SCIEEN 


66 | SAY THIS SINCERELY: 


THE ROCK IS EVERY BIT AS GOOD AN ACTOR AS JOHNNY DEPP. 





MOVIE REVIEW « FILM MAUDIT - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 735 words 


Tales From The Darko Side 


RICHARD KELLY FOLLOWS 
UP DONNIE DARKO WITH THE 
MISCAST MISHMASH KNOWN 
AS SOUTHLAND TALES 





SOUTHLAND TALES 

Directed by Richard Kelly. Starring Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson, Sean William Scott, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Justin 
Timberlake, Now available on DVD. 

Ka 





What happens when my irresistible 
urge to champion wildly ambitious 
but critically despised cinematic 
trainwrecks runs smack-dab into 
an immovable object like Southland 
Tales, writer/director Richard Kelly's 
follow-up to his cult hit Donnie Dar- 
ko? I'm sorry to report that my very 
forgiving critical attitude did not sur- 
vive the crash. If you're looking to fix 
a precise time of death, I think it ex- 
pired at the moment where Wallace 
Shawn, wearing lipstick, eyeshadow, 
an exquisitely pomaded forelock, and 
an embroidered cape, French-kisses 
Bai Ling during a massive party 
aboard a “megazeppelin” flying over 
Los Angeles. The rule still holds 
true: no good movie has ever had a 
zeppelin in it. 

1 had high hopes for Southland 
Tales, even after suffering all the way 
through Domino, the noisy, over- 
stuffed, incoherent Keira Knight- 
ley bounty-hunter movie that Kelly 
wrote the script for, even after hear- 
ing that it begins with “Chapter Four” 
(Kelly having dumped the movie's 
backstory into a trio of graphic nov- 
els that came out two years ago), 
even after a disastrous screening the 
2006 Cannes Film Festival turned it 
into the international film world’s fa- 
vourite objet de jeer. A sci-fi comedy 
about an amnesiac actor, an ambi- 
tious porn star, an L.A. cop and his 
identical twin brother, neo-Marxist 
activists, citizen surveillance, and 


The Rock In A Hard Place | Sarah Michelle Gellar comforts screenwriting partné 


a tear in the fabric of the universe, 
all taking place in a crazy-quilt alter- 
nate version of present-day Califor- 
nia—there’s no reason why it couldn't 
work, right? The premise of Donnie 
Darko looked pretty dubious too, 
and it never got a theatrical release 
either. 

And indeed, Southland Tales’ ob- 
sessions aren't too far removed from 
Donnie Darko's: once again, you have 
a character who gains the power to ei- 
ther save the world or destroy it after 
stepping through a rift in the space- 
time continuum, and once again you 
have a piece of writing—in this case, 


a screenplay co-authored by actor/ 
political son-in-law Boxer Santaros 
(Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson) and 
porn star/queen of all media Krysta 
Now (Sarah Michelle Gellar)—that 
seems not just to contain all the clues 
necessary to understand what is hap- 
pening but to have predicted it as 
well. There's a similar fondness for 
unexpected musical interludes and 
mindbending scientific paradoxes, 
images of characters falling uncon- 
scious, a dislike of prissy, prunefaced 
middle-aged women, a belief in acts 
of self-sacrifice..Donnie Darko had 
Sparkle Motion; Southland Tales has 





et Dwayne Johnson in Southland Tales, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Fluid Karma. 
What Southland Tales 
have is a centre—a grounded char- 


doesn't 


acter whose journey the audience 
can invest in emotionally like Jake 
Gyllenhaal in Donnie Darko, whose 
Overtnedicated, teen-angsty struggle 
to piece together his life's cosmic 
mysteries had surprising poignancy. 
True, Seann William Scott really 
seems to be giving everything he’s 
got in his dual role as twins Ronald 
and Roland Taverner, but the charac- 
ters are frustratingly passive—I think 
Scott must get knocked unconscious 
at least six times in this movie. And 


The Rock continues to prove him 
self as an unexpectedly resourceful 
and graceful actor for an ex-wrestler. 
Despite his enormous physical pres- 
ence, his performances are always 
human-scaled, vulnerable, self-dep- 
recating. | say this sincerely: The 
Rock is every bit as good an actor as 
Johnny Depp. In Southland Tales, he 
does this adorably frightened flutter 
of his fingertips every time some- 
thing strange happens—it reminded 
me of Cary Grant's nervous whinny 
in Bringing Up Baby. 

But everyone else in Southland 
Tales is a sub-Pynchonian carica- 
ture with a goofy name, a ridiculous 
hairstyle, an ugly costume, and an 
incomprehensible agenda. Almost 
every performance in the film is the 
result of a stuntcasting gamble that 
doesn’t quite pay off: Jon Lovitz as 
a racist, trigger-happy L.A. cop? 
Christopher Lambert as some kind 
of weapons dealer who operates out 
of an ice cream truck? Kevin Smith, 
completely unrecognizable as a grey- 
bearded government scientist in 
camo gear? Saturday Night Live vets 
Amy Poehler, Nora Dunn and Cheri 
Oteri as Marxist terrorists? Did Kel- 
ly stand in front of Wolfgang Puck's 
restaurant one night and hand out 
parts to whichever actors happened 
to be eating there that night? Or did 
he pull their names randomly out of 
a hat, like Secret Santa time at the 
office? 

So many questions to answer: Is 
this the first movie to count Gus Van 
Sant’s Even Cowgirls Get the Blues 
as a stylistic influence? Why does 
Mandy Moore-the star of Southland 
Tales and American Dreamz—hate 
America? And what kind of director 
cuts half an hour out of his movie 
after it gets booed at Cannes, but 
leaves in the scene where Wallace 
Shawn French-kisses Bai Ling? 











Dance, Dance, Dance To The Radio | Sam Riley channels the voice and spirit of epileptic rack legend lan Curtis in Control, 
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DVD DICTATOR : THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





BIOPIC 


CONTROL 
CAST | Sam Riley, Samantha Morton, Alexandra 
Maria Lara, Toby Kebbell 


Anton Corbijn's biopic of Joy Division front- 
manian Curtis has some shiveringly beautiful 
black-and-white cinematography, animpres- 
sively textured recreation of grimy late-70s 
Manchester, an uncanny lead performance 
by Sam Riley, and of course, an incredible 
soundtrack. On the other hand, Curtis comes 
off as such a callous, self-absorbed, tomcat- 
ting jerk that The Dictator kind up wound up 
losing all respect for him and his music. Well, 
except for “Transmission"—that song's still 
awesome, 


| BUG ATTACK! 


STEPHEN KING’S THE MIST 
CAST | Thomas Jane, Marcia Gay Harden, Andre 
Braugher, Toby Jones, Laurie Holden 


People are still talking about the endings 
of No Country for Old Men and There Will Be 
Blood and how alienating they supposedly 
are, but trust us: those films have nothing 
on the incredibly bleak final scene Frank 
Darabont cooked up for his tense, efficient 
adaptation of Stephen King’s story about a 
group of people who must take refuge in a 
supermarket when giant insects attack their 
town. When civilization completely breaks 
down after only a couple of days, it’s a hilari- 
ously convincing development. 








INTERNATIONAL 
BAMAKO 


CAST | Aissa Maiga, Tiécoura Traoré, Helene 
Dembelé, Danny Glover 


Writer/director Abderrahmane — Sissako's 
unique film takes place in a public square in 
Mali where the villagers stage a mock trial 
accusing the Western world and the IMF of 
impoverishing millions of Africans. Wow, 
that sure sounds like the opposite of enter- 
tainment, right? Wrong: Sissako's film also 
includes abundant humour, music, a myste- 
rious murder, a love story, and a cameo by 
Danny Glover as the star of a violent cowboy 
movie called Death in Timbuktu. It's as a dar- 
ing a movie as you're ever likely to see. 
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MOVIE REVIEW DOCUMENTARY - BY MATT HUBERT (551 words 


Dammed Mee 





THE MOUNTAIN GODDESS 
WOULD MARVEL AT THE 
CHANGED CHINESE LANDSCAPE 
OF UP THE YANGTZE 





UP THE YANGTZE 
Directed by Yung Chang. Opens Fri, Mar 21. 
KAKI 





Minutes into Yung Chang's docu- 
mentary Up the Yangtze, the narra- 
tor reminds us of Chairman Mao's 
infamous regarding the 
Yangtze River's Three Gorges Dam: 


words 


“The mountain goddess, if she is 
still there, will marvel at a world so 
changed.” 

I cannot say whether anyone could 
have foreseen that the dam would 
displace two million people from 
their homes while private cruise 
lines capitalize on the disappearing 
natural beauty of the riverbank, but 
from this subtle and well-planned 
turn of phrase, Chang's documen- 
tary skillfully revives a decades-old 
conflict between old-world tradition 
and modernity. 

It's fitting, then, that Chang docu- 
ments the impact of the rising tide 
through young eyes, those of 14- 
year-old Yu Shui and 19-year-old 
Chen Bo Yu, who both opt to become 
cruise ship crew members. Yu Shui 
lives on the side of the river where 
people are living in the most quint- 
essential form of poverty: her family 
is scrambling to harvest what little 
they have to make money before the 
rising water subsumes their small, 
decrepit home. Yu Shui goes aboard 
the cruise line with the aim of saving 
enough money to attend high school 
and support her family 

Meanwhile, Chen Bo Yu—the sin- 
gle child of a moderately wealthy 
family on the other side of the river 
who spends his nights drinking Ab- 
solut vodka and reeling off karaoke 
tunes with friends—is in it simply for 
the thrill of the American dollar. 

Yet somehow the cruise ship be- 
comes an equalizer between the 
worker and the weekender; Yu Shui 


Slow Boat Through China | Tourismis up but quality of life is down along te = lin Up the Yangtze. PHOTO BY JONATHAN CHANG 


and Chen Bo Yu are given American 
and “Jerry”), and 
told never to discuss or comment on 


names (“Cindy” 


issues political, social, or otherwise, 
and to give due attention to modesty 
and humility. 

There's something morosely funny 
in the sight of the cruise ship patrons 
shuffling awkwardly into traditional 
Chinese dress or taking in the gor- 
geous view of the bank of the Yang- 
tze from behind elliptical trainers; 
even the cringe-worthy crooning of 
a dusty old cruise ship singer is al- 
most too ridiculous to believe: “It's 
so easy, to speak Chinesey”... ugh. 

To some extent, Chang goes a little 
too far in his attempt to be unobtru- 
sive; we're told that China is caught 
between the values of tradition and 
the necessity of modernization, but 
we're given little more than a few 
shots of fatback American tourists 
to prove it. But the film makes up for 
its shortcomings in one fell.swoop 
of sincerity: in one of the last of the 





villages to be relocated, a business 
It’s hard be- 
ing a human, but being a common 


owner tearfully admits, “ 


person in China is even more diffi- 
cult; China is too hard for common 
people.” It's as if Chang has found 
a way to say, “This joke isn’t funny | 
anymore” without actually saying it 


But the audience will be hard 


pressed to find anything remotely | 


funny about Jerry being verbally | 
berated by his supervisors for “over- 
confidence” or the harrowingly chilly 
conviction of a tour guide who lies | 
through his teeth about the plight of 
the people on the riverbank: “They 
are all happy!” 

Like China herself, Up the Yang- 
tze takes its time—perhaps too much 


time—laughing off the doldrums of 
political collusion and an uncertain | 
cultural future to get to the stark re- 
ality of things as they are. But when 
it does, the results are deeply affect- 
ing, and well worth your undivided 
attention. 








EDMONTON 





A Cultural Capitals Program 
Edmonton Explorations Project 


An Equity approved co-op 










canadian 


A New Play by Leslea Kroll 


Jules: Rebecca Starr 
Karly: Laura Raboud 


Directed by Eileen Sproule 
March 26-30, 2008 


Azimuth Theatre 
11315-106 Avenue 
www.azimuththeatre.com 


Advance tickets at 
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ab eapere abi pgs UNSTOPPABLE SCRIBBLING SVENGALI PAUL HAGGIS (CRASH, MILLION DOLL LAR BABY, CASINO ROYALE) Ons Creen | 
— _WILL APPARENTLY LEND HIS PEN TO TERMINATOR IV, S Ese 


STARRING CHRISTIAN BALE 


Juno 
Academy Award Winner 


Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:00pm 
Fri, Sat & Sun @ 2:;00om 


Rated 14A 
coarse language, mature themes 





4 Months 3 Weeks 
And 2 Days 


Nightly @ 9:10pm 
Fri, Sat & Sun @ 3:30pm 


Rated 18A disturbing mature themes 


Funny Games 
Nightly @ 6:50 

Fri, Sat & Sun @ 1:00 pm 
Rated 14A 


violence, disturbing content 
Visit us online @ magiciantemtheatres.ca 








~~ YOU GET 
WHAT YOU PAY FOR. 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR § 


BUDGET BODYGUARD 


DrilibitTaylor.co 


STARTS FRIDAY! -s:3cscn2'ssons. 
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onscreen 





March 28th & 29th 

Nightly At 7:00pm 

Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall 
Citadel Theatre Complex 
(9828-10la Avenue) 


a> oe 


plane dg 6 


FREE 
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Believe it or not, there are some movies 
you can watch legally on the Internet. 


FREEDOM OF CHOICE: 


Every other week in SEE Magazine. 











| AFTER TWO GRAPPY LIVE- 

| ACTION PICTURES, HORTON 
HEARS A WHO! WIELDS THE 
AWESOME POWER OF SEUSS 





HORTON HEARS A WHO! 

Directed by Jimmy Hayward and Steven Martino. 
Featuring the voices of Jim Carrey, Steve Carell, Carol 
Burnett. Now playing. 

kkk 





Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel) was no- 


toriously choosy about approving 
adaptations of his books, and he 
continued to be so right up until his 
| death in 1991. Except for a handful 
of TV specials in the “60s and early 
70s, Seuss’ characters mostly re- 
mained on the printed page. 

And so, after his death, the Seuss 
family had some money to make. In 
a couple of short years we had the 
Broadway musical Seussical, and 
the terrible live-action treatments of 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas and 
The Cat in the Hat. Each offering 
worse than the last. It seemed that 





those stinkers may have brought the 
good doctor’s widow to her senses, 
causing her to decree that there 
| would be no more live-action as- 
| saults on Seuss’ work. Horton Hears 
a Who! is the first installment to the 
| Seuss canon after his estate’s back- 
| to-basics, animation-only mandate. 

Horton (voiced by Jim Carrey), a 
helpful elephant, happily wanders 
the jungles of Nool. He spends his 
day teaching the younger animals 
the ways of the wild, all the while 
keeping out of the way of the super- 
strict Sour Kangaroo (Burnett) and 
her mindless simian lackeys, the 
Wikersham brothers. 

On his travels, Horton spies a 
speck of dust floating through the 
air—a very special speck. Horton 
hears a little voice emanating from 
the speck, small enough to ignore 
perhaps, but he jumps into action to 
hear more. He soon discovers that 
the speck is home to the tiny town 





MOVIEREVIEW - A PERSON’S A PERSON... « BY JAMES HAMILTON | 57 words 


Free To Be, 
Who And Me 





The Elephant Of Surprise | Jim Carrey provides the voice of the famously Keen-eared pachyderm in Horton Hears a Who! PHOTO 
| SUPPLIED 


of Whoville, inhabited by the happy 
Whos, oblivious to the fact that their 
whole world could be destroyed at 
any time by a gentle breeze. 

The exception is the mayor (Steve 
Carell), who is also the only Who 
who can hear Horton and vice ver- 
sa. Both try to struggle to bring the 
Whos’ plight to others’ attention, 
but are doubted at every turn. They 
decide to ignore everyone's advice to 
stop paying the strange voices any 
attention, be it a little one from a 
pink dandelion or the voice of an in- 
visible elephant who lives in the sky, 
and work together to save Whoville 
from destruction. 

This movie is amazing to look at. 
I've waited a really long time to see 
the worlds of Dr. Seuss brought to 
life onscreen. The voicework is un- 
obtrusive and nuanced (for a car- 
toon). I'm notoriously bad at sitting 
through animated movies—usually | 
spent the entire time trying to pick 
out the celebrity cameos—but here | 
was so engrossed, I didn’t even try- 

The Shrek-style pop culture refer- 
ences are kept to a minimum, and 
the occasional “winks” to the audi- 
ence are actually pretty funny: as one 
Who counts the number of friends 
she has on.her WhoSpace page, an- 
other is reminded of his Who-Den- 
tist appointment where he'll be get- 
ting a Who-Root Canal, to which he 
replies, “Just because you put ‘Who’ 
in front of everything doesn’t make 
it any cuter, or hurt any less!” 

Unlike so many other recent ani- 
mated movies, Horton Hears a Who! 
doesn’t suffer from that smug sense 
of self-awareness that invalidates 
any message they pretend to be 
propagating. Horton Hears a Who! 
has a moral message, one that's even 
stronger because it’s so open to inter- 
pretation. If this movie has the same 
effect on kids today as the book did 
on me, they'll be asking some pretty 
existential questions for years to 
come. 
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SCARNEA = 
8712 - 109 Street - (3.5728 EVENING WINE & TAPAS! 


Visit us online at www.magiclanterntheatres.ca he Thursday - Saturday : 6pm -1lpm 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? J i z Live Music, New Evening Menu 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! ), 4 Now Licensed/ Minors Permitted 


Up The 425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
Yangize Mill Creek Café 9562 82 Ave 7439-5535 


i -Fri 8:30- - -4 
Nightly Mon-Fri 8:30-6pm Sat 9-5pm Sun 10-4pm 


7:00 & 9:00 pm 


Friday, Saturday 
& Sunday Matinees - : 
@ 2:00 pm : :% : 


“Tim Roth ; and 


Rated 14A 


Visit us online @ 
magiclanterntheatres.ca 


SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW 
SATURDAY NIGHT AT 7PM! 


“RUN, DON'T WALK, 


to see this heartfelt tale...enough LAUGHS 


to carry you past the finish line.” 
-Mary Anne Bargen, REELZCHANNEL 


“Simon Pegg runs for laughs... 
as a date movie, YOU CAN’T BEAT IT!” 


-Peter Howell, TORONTO STAR 


“*SHAUN OF THE DEAD’ meets 
“WEDDING CRASHERS’!” 
“KOSI 101, DENVER SIMON PEGG 


THANDIE NEWTON 
HANK AZARIA 


Fdid Hila iy uA i 


SHALL WE BEGIN? 


AFitm BY MICHAEL HANEKE 


SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW SATURDAY AT 7PM! V 
[Suncor || woniw comowTon + ||_GiGarmess | «mowsome 
REGULAR ENGAGEMENT STARTS at MARCH 28TH! EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT N OW PLAYIN GI PRINCESS 


* DIGITALSOUND) =CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES 


www.funnygames-themovie.com 


ALLIANCE FILMS 
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MOVIE REVIEW : SCHLOCK - BY SCOTT LINGLEY |57 words 


Apocalypse No 





When Hunting Zombies, Don’t Forget To Check Your Blind Spot | Rhona Mitra prepares for another killin Doomsday. 
PHOTO SUPPLIED 


WITHITS THIRD-RATE 
FUTURISTIC ZOMBIE-FIGHTING 
SCENARIO, DOOMSDAYIS AS 
INESSENTIAL AS MOVIES GET 





DOOMSDAY 
Directed by Neil Marshall. Starring Rhona Mitra, Bob 
Hoskins, Adrian Lester, Malcolm McDowell. Now playing. 


ki 





Inessentiality is a quality we as a cul- 


~ ture tend not to think about. Some- 


times | fear we're not very concerned 
whether the things that are currently 
distracting us are worth the atten- 
tion we pay them. 

Now along comes Neil Marshall's 
Doomsday to teach us an impor- 
tant lesson about the hazards of 
inessentiality. It accomplishes this 


task primarily by borrowing from 
several movies that are in various 
ways better than it. Its secondary at- 
tainment of inessentiality relates to 
how it plays upon real-world fears 
and makes no more of them than 
a gritty backdrop for a completely 
asinine and pointlessly brutal film 
experience. Thirdly, what could be 
less essential than a thriller bereft of 
suspense? 

Right off the bat, Doomsday 
recalls superior films with its fo- 
cus on a devastating (and disgust- 
ing) plague that forces the British 
government to contain the conta- 
gion by partitioning Scotland. Thirty 
years later, when an outbreak threat- 
ens London, they discover survivors 
in Glasgow who may hold a key to 








“A TOTAL KNOCKOUT! 
SENSA ONAL! zm 


- Fart Dittman, Wireless Magazine 


hs 











CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT EMPIRE THEATRES | Ganevew 10s | 
4 iors ow com =| Si ene || aie | 
‘GINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 


* DIGITAL SOUND 
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES 
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- SUSAN G. COLE, NOW MAGAZINE 


“A BUOYANT COMEDY, 
BRIMMING WITH WARMTH AND HOPE!” 


- BRIAN D. JOHNSON, MACLEANS 


“CHARMING, LOVELY AND HARD TO RESIST!” 


- A.O, SCOTT, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


KKK 


“SUBTLE AND RAZOR SMART! 
CARAMEL is sweet but so good for you!” 
- BRUCE KIRKLAND, TORONTO SUN 


“LABAKI HAS A SENSUOUS LOVELINESS AS AN 


ACTRESS AND A GENTLE TOUCH AS A FILMMAKER. 
The movie has a sweet tone and stirring performances!” 
- JAY STONE, CAN WEST 


Siham Haddad Aziza 


a 





STARTS FRIDAY MARCH 28! 







dram 







the cure. They round up a tough 
Secret Service operative (Rhona Mi- 
tra) and tell her she has 48 hours 
to take a team into the “hot zone 
and bring back a survivor. Set upon 
by the hordes of feral pun 
who have taken over Scotland—or 


rockers 


at least raided all its sex shops for 
leather harnesses—the team’s num- 





bers are progressively hacked away 
as they battle past an urban cannibal 
rave, then a castle full of neo-medi- 
eval Luddites on the race back to the 
border. 

Along the way, you'll be reminded 
of 28 Days Later, Escape From New 
York, Aliens, The Road Warrior, 
and Planet Terror, to name the 
obvious ones, as Marshall plunders 
the imaginations of modern B- 
picture auteurs, splashing gouts 
of pus and blood everywhere as he 
goes. The spastic, incomprehen- 
sible editing style and steel-toned 
cinematography echo every ac- 
tion movie from the past decade, 
so your optic nerves should be well 
habituated. 

Though 
Doomsday has quite a bit in com- 
mon with the Rodriguez/Tarantino 


mercifully shorter, 


exploitation homage/fiasco Grind- 
house in that Marshall is clearly 
recycling the beloved junk cinema 
of his youth. But where Grindhouse 
was calculated to be provocative and 
offensive, Doomsday is as serenely 
glib and affectless as the transition 
screens on a mega-violent video- 
game. 

Mitra isn't endowed with a ma- 
chine gun leg, but she does have a 
removable prosthetic eye that she 
can roll into the midst of the action 
to get a fix on who she's going to kill. 
Her waxen, impassive features recall 
Victoria Beckham—sort of asupreme 
deity of inessentiality in my books— 
and reflect the boredom you'll start 
to feel after the umpteenth seizure- 
inducing fight sequence or full- 
screen dismemberment. 

She’s joined by Bob Hoskins (will 
someone please give this man a de- 
cent role?) and Malcolm McDowell 
(who has been in too many terrible 
movies for this job to be considered 
slumming) in doing no more acting 
than is strictly necessary. There's a 
capable supporting cast of human 
fodder, but since they're endowed 
with no distinguishing features, who 
cares about their deaths? 

Should you decide you'd like to 
see Doomsday anyhow, you should 
know that the “exciting” climax sets 
up a sequel and that your moviegoing 
dollar counts as a ballot on whether 
or not it should be made. While I’m 
usually not one to promote voter 
apathy, I’d like to suggest that you 
let the makers of Doomsday know 
there’s enough inessentiality in the 
world already by staying home. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - SHAG RUGS! - BY TOM MURRAY (503 words 


Sexploitation Resuscitation 


Far From Heaven... But Closer To Ecstasy! | Anna Biller gets pretty before her next orgy in Viva. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


VIVA DOES FOR TACKY "70S 
SOFTCORE PORN WHAT FAR 
FROM HEAVEN DID FOR OLD 
DOUGLAS SIRK MOVIES 





VIVA 

Directed by Anna Biller. Starring Anna Biller, Bridget Brno, 
Jared Sanford. Mar 21-24, Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel). 

wok Ky 





Funky Hammond organ and flute 
jams, martinis at poolside, tacky 
polyester clothing, and wife-swap- 
ping? 

Why, it can only be Los Ange- 
les circa 1972, ground zero for the 
sexual revolution that's just pen- 
etrating the American suburbs. Viva 
follows sex-kitten-in-training Barbi 
(director/writer Anna Biller) and 
her Sheila 


nymphet neighbour 


(Bridget Brno), both restless and 
at loose ends after their respective 
husbands have left them. Drifting to 
the city, they're spotted by a talent- 
seeking madam who sets them up 
as prostitutes, assuring them they'll 
have as much adventure as they de- 
sire. 

Sheila immediately hooks up with 
an elderly billionaire, but Barbi 
(newly self-christened as “Viva”) 


ST NORTH AMERICAN BROADCASTER TO RELEASE A HIGH-QUALITY, DRM-FREE COPY OF » 
HE FIRST AIRING OF THE MARCH 23 EPISODE OF CANADA'S NEXT GREAT PRIME MINISTER 


instead opts for a series of sexua 
misadventures that take her from 
a free love chanting nudist guru 


(Paolo Davanza) to a stage direc 
tor (John Klemantaski) to a mode 
(Robbin Ryan) and a hipster artist 
DeAnda) 


erotic encounters, Viva resists total 


(Marcus Despite these 


immersion in the milieu, attempt- 


ing to stand apart from more willing 





participants in the sexual free-for-al 
going on around her. 

Multi-hyphenate helmer Anna 
Biller’s satire of 60s and ’7Os soft- 
core sexploitation flicks is admitted 
ly spot-on, but whether that makes 
it completely enjoyable is another 
matter entirely. Ostensibly a decon- 
struction of the genre, it actually 
seems at times more like a faithful 
and even loving reproduction—with 
all of the problems that entails 
The hallmarks of the genre are 
there—wooden acting, bad dialogue, 
brightly lit sets with saturated col- 
ors, progressively more ridiculous 
situations—but once Viva makes its 
point, two more hours of reiteration 
just feels like overkill 

As with the films Viva is based 
on, there’s much less sex here than 
titillation, but Biller doesn’t stint on 
the nudity, nor does she shy away 
from unveiling her own attributes. 
when needed. Another obvious 
antecedent is the look of Playboy 


magazine—the publication is both 
referenced and seen in the film—and 
especially the Harvey Kurtzman/ 
Will Elder strip Little Annie Fanny 
which follows a busty naif not un 
like Viva, and her constant battle 
with the lascivious attention of men 
around her. 

Knowing winks at the clumsy 
rhetoric of the times are well played, 
as are the musical sequences—“Love 
is good for the birds, it's good for the 
trees,” warbles one nude hippie trou- 
badour, an earnest smile on his face 
“It's good for you and me.” An orgy 
heaves into pulsing psychedelic or- 
gasm, busting out into an over-the- 
top depiction of clichés both sexual 


and racial. (Black men pounding on 


congas! ) 
Its perhaps too self-conscious 
(and definitely too long) for its own 


good, but there are enough moments 
in Viva to make it worthwhile. And 
for those who lament a long-gone 
era and a mindset, and who might 
be too distracted by all that flesh to 
spot Biller’s point, there's a line spo- 
ken directly to the camera by one of 
Viva’s suitors, a weasel of aman who 
later violently forces himself on our 
heroine 

“There's never been a better time 
to be a man,” he says. “The sense of 
entitlement! Enjoy this time, for it 
will soon be gone, never to return.” 
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CBC Lacks Intelligence 


aS 


TELEPROMPTER NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR 
BA-DUM-BUM! THE HEADLINES 
WRITE THEMSELVES WHEN 
BAD PROGRAMMING STRATE- 
GIES CAUSE LOW RATINGS 





| hate being right all the time. Well, 
at least about TV. Especially when it 
comes to predicting the actions of 
the CBC. 

Last week the Ceeb proudly an- 
nounced their returning shows, in- 
cluding Little Mosque on the Prairie, 
The Border, and Sophie. They have a 
lot to be proud of, such as the high- 
est primetime audience share in six 
years, and Canadian content up the 
wazoo. 

What got a little more swept under 
the rug was the precipitous axing of 
MVP: The Secret Lives of Hockey 
Wives, jPod, and Intelligence. 

Now, when MVP and jPod pre- 





miered in January, | predicted on 
CBC Radio's Edmonton AM that I'de 
be surprised to see them still on the 
air two years from now, but a few 
months is a shorter lifespan than 
even cynical | expected. I thought 
at least they'd get a token 13-episode 
renewal. 

I have some suggestions for Moth- 
ercorp (that do not involve barely 
veiled death threats). 

Instead of axing a series after a 
handful of episodes, strategically 
develop shows based on a short run. 
This has worked wonders in British 
television. If you had produced jPod 
as a six-episode “Douglas Coupland 
short stories on TV” type of thing, 
it would have been easier to promote 
and easier for audiences to tune into. 
Then let audience demand and rat- 
ings guide the decision to do another 
six episodes. How the hell do you 
think the world embraced the genius 
of Blackadder? Instead of dicking 
around with promotional blogs, you 
might have been better off rethink- 
ing the whole production and mar- 
keting strategy from the get-go. 

So you've cancelled Intelligence. 
Oh, the irony.... But here's a thought. 
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Instead of releasing the DVD of Sea- 
son One this coming May (after 
the show has ended), what do you 
think would have happened had you 
released it right before Season Two 
went on the air? Maybe some better 
numbers, you think? U.S. networks 
do this all the time now: they release 
Season One DVDs (think Ugly Betty 
and Heroes) in the late summer/ear- 
ly fall before the premiere of Season 
Two. And it works to build buzz and 
audiences. For some shows, DVD 
success has saved them from the ax. 
Stupid stupid stupid, CBC! 

I'm not going to complain about 
the timeslot switcheroo for jPod and 
MVP because, as | predicted, the 
original slots were just plain wacky. 
The guys into hockey and softcore 
porn are likely to be out on Friday 
night trying to experience one or 
the other, and the Gen Y crowd into 
gaming and shaggy sweaters are 
more likely to be home or watching 
TV with friends (no offence meant, 
simply a generalization about hu- 
man behaviour). Of course it made 
sense to flip the shows. It’s just too 


bad that it didn’t work better. But - 


you would have saved time had you 





So Long, Smart Guy! | jan Tracey is out of work again, now that the CBC has kiboshed Season Two of Intelligence, PHOTO 
COURTESY OF CBC 


thought about this reality in the first 
place, and not risked losing audienc- 
es with the move. The first questions 
you should have asked were: who am 
I trying to reach, and when do they 
watch? . 

Instead of trying to be U.S.-lite 
(or U.S.-polite), how about trying 
Canadian stuff that’s worked in the 
past? How about making one night a 
week (maybe Thursday) CBC “retro 
night”? A sample lineup: Degrassi 
Junior High (the original), SCTV, 


Kids in the Hall, Twitch City, and 
The Beachcombers. Done. Three 
hours of quality entertainment that 
appeals to viewers from 15-55, easy. 
Guaranteed ratings based on nos- 
talgia and novelty together. And it's 
cheap to put on the air! You could 
even work DVD promos of new CBC 
shows into the commercial breaks. 
In the meantime, we have another 
season of Heartland to look forward 


to. Sigh. I’m begging you, please 
consider recommendation #4. 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - BLOGGERS HAVE THEIR SAY 





Must Be The Season Of The Witch | Fairuza Balk’s demise 
in The Craft is Stacie Ponder’s prime source of “total unbridled 
fucking retarded jay.” PHOTO SUPPLIED 


§ Scotiabank 






THIS WEEK: TALES OF 
UNBRIDLED RETARDED JOY 
FROM THE HI!SBSCED! 
BLOG-A-THON 





StinkyLulu, StinkyLulu | “The Final Girl blog 
has instigated something called the ‘Hey, 
Internet! Stop Being Such Cynical Effing 
Douchebags!’ Blog-a-Thon, in which she 
challenges internet movie writers to “write 
about something in the world of film that 
fills you with complete and total unbridled 
fucking retarded joy. It took me a moment to 
settle on something, but thanks to a fleet- 
ing encounter with Grease 2 on television 
this weekend, | was reminded of an obscure 
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genre of cinematic pleasure which stirs my 
very soul: unexpected musical numbers in 
films of the later 70s and early '80s in which 
men get nearly naked: the ‘Airotica’ number 
from All That Jazz, the hicks doing high kicks 
while wearing jockstraps in The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas; the ‘Black Boys/White 
Boys’ number from Hair, Michael Ontkean's 
striptease from Slap Shot... there's some- 
thing about the at once overt and oblique 
sexuality of these numbers that really does 
fill me with ‘unbridled fucking retarded joy.” 


Fox, Tractor Facts | “When | think of a filmmak- 
er that fills me with ‘total unbridled fucking 
retarded joy, Brian De Palma immediately 


comes to mind. | love every single second 
of Phantom of the Paradise, especially the 
scene where Jessica Harper sings ‘Special to 
Me' and comes out of that adorable brown- 
eyed precociousness and rocks the cord of a 
hot mic like it's a whip or leopard’s tail. Fol- 
lowing Greetings and Hi, Mom!, Phantom 
was the last time De Palma let his playful 
freak flag fly. If it feels good, shoot it! No re- 
strictions—it was just total unbridled fucking 
retarded joy!” 


Stacie Ponder, Final Girl | “There's a place in my 
heart that can only be filled by The Craft. 
Finding a ‘Fairuza Balk is fucking crazy isn’t 
she and whatever happened to Robin Tun- 


ney and remember when Christine Taylor's 
hair fell out eww’ soulmate always fills me 
with glee. | saw it one night when | was hang- 
ing out with my pal Ara Jane. We went to this 
weird mall that had one good store: Media 
Play (RIP). However, it also had a roller rink 
an arcade, and a movie theatre. Ara Jane 
and | played games, used the photo booth a 
lot, ate crappy food, and saw The Craft. Yay! 
Sweet night! After the movie we walked out 
to the parking lot and, after some puzzling 
silence, | said, “Hmm. Didn't | park there?" 
Yeah... someone stole my fucking car out of 
the mall parking lot. It's a testament to The 
Craft’s awesomeness that even after such a 
shitty end to the night, | still love it.” 


Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX’ 
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“MY WIFEIS ABIG FAT BEAST” ETHAN HAWKE REMINISCING ABOUT UMA THURMAN IN A RECENT IMPROMPTU MUSICIAL PERFORMANCE, 


« ONSCEEN 








ACCORDING TO NEW YORK. HE ADDED "YEAH, | WAS VERY UPSET [WHEN | WROTE THE SONG).” 


“Looks Like That Wind's Blowin’ Up A Gale...” | Owen Wilson holds onto his hat in Drillbit Taylor. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


MOVIES - OPENING THIS WEEK 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR 

Owen Wilson, Leslie Mann, David Dorfman 
and Josh Peck star in Mr. Deeds director Ste- 
ven Brill’s comedy about a pair of teenage 
nerds who hire a down-on-his-luck soldier 
of fortune to protect them from bullies. Pro- 
duced by Judd Apatow. 


SHUTTER 

Joshua Jackson, Rachael Taylor, and Megumi 
Okina star in director Masayuki Ochiai's re- 
make of the 2004 Thai film about a fashion 
photographer on assignment in Tokyo who 
suspects the mysterious blurs showing up 
in his pictures are the ghost of a dead girl he 
and his wife hit with their car. 


THE TRACEY FRAGMENTS 

Ellen Page, Zie Souwand, and Ari Cohen star 
in Hard Core Logo director Bruce McDonald's 
chronologically scrambled tale of a 15-year- 
old girl riding the bus and searching a bleak 
cityscape for her baby brother, who believes 
he is a dog. Based on the novel by Maureen 
Medved. Metro Cinema: Fri, Mar 2] & Sun, Mar 
23 (9pm); Sat, Mar 22 & Mon, Mar 24 (7pm) 


UP THE YANGTZE 

Yung Chang's acclaimed documentary pro- 
file of the people who live along China's 
Yangtze River, many of whom will be up- 
footed as a result of the enormous Three 
Gorges Dam megaproject. In Mandarin with 
English subtitles. 


VIVA 

Anna Biller (who also wrote and directed), 
Jason Stanford, Bridget Brno, and Chad 
England star in this comical salute to 1970s 
sexploitation movies about a bored house- 
wife who leaves her husband and embarks 
on a colour-saturated bohemian odyssey 
of drugs and sexual experimentation. Metro 
Cinema: Fri, Mar 21 & Sun, Mar 23 (7pm); Sat, 
Mar 22 & Mon, Mar 24 (9:15pm) 


MOVIES - ALSO PLAYING 


4 MONTHS, 3 WEEKS AND 2 DAYS 

You know what Roger Ebert once said about 
how no great movie is ever depressing? Keep 
that in mind as you consider seeing this ad- 
mittedly bleak-sounding drama about the 
efforts of two women in 1980s Romania 
to secure an illegal abortion. It’s gripping, 
disturbing, shattering... and pretty much a 
Masterpiece. 

tot kk 


10,000 B.C. 

There are B.C. comic strips with more his- 
torical authenticity than this movie, but that 
carefree disregard for all forms of scientific 
and dramatic logic is part of its charm. Or it 
would be if it weren't absolutely terrible. 

wk vr 


THE BANK JOB 

Everyone loves Jason Statham, but every- 
one also knows he doesn't always star in the 
greatest movies. But this twisty heist picture, 
rich in nasty, gritty 1970s atmosphere, is a 
happy exception. 

kkk 


BE KIND REWIND 

Director Michel Gondry's flair for spinning 
magic out of ramshackle production design 
and obsolete filmmaking techniques finds a 
perfect outlet in this agreeably sloppy come- 
dy whose unbridled affection for Fats Waller, 
DIY creativity, and the golden age of VHS is 
surprisingly contagious. 

kkk ky 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP 
Bad education. 
b aX aXeXaXd 











and EnCana Corporation. 





Www.awna.com 
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 


C.A.MacLean Journalism Bursary 


& 
Fred Row Journalism Bursary 


Help us locate a deserving individual from your 
community who would like to pursue a career in 
print journalism and could use a little help to get started. 


The C. A. MacLean Bursary awards TWO Albertans 
and/or NWT residents $2,000 each co-sponsored by the 
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association (AWNA) 


The Fred Row Bursary awards TWO Albertans and/ 
or NWT residents $1,000 each co-sponsored by the 
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association (AWNA) and 


Alberta Newsprint Company. 
Winners must pursue their journalism studies 


at a post-secondary institution 
within a year of receiving the awards. 


For further information, contact your local newspaper 
or AWNA, 1-800-282-6903/ 780-434-8746; 


Applications must be received by Friday, May 30, 2008. 
To apply please pick up, complete 
and return an application form from: 


SEE MAGAZINE 


FUNNY GAMES 

Give the producers credit for ballsiness: Mi- 
chael Haneke's shot-for-shot remake of his 
1997 thriller is unafraid to alienate (and even 
anger) its audience to make its point. Too 
bad that point isn't as shocking or powerful 
as Haneke seems to believe. 

boo aX aXe 


HANNAH MONTANA/MILEY CYRUS: 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS CONCERT TOUR 
That music this innocuous and unchalleng- 
ing could be this monumentally popular 
strikes us as somewhat ominous, but until 
we can uncover proof of what has to be 
some kind of sinister Disney tween-mind- 
control plot, we have no choice but to let 
this slickly produced concert film slide. But 
don't say we didn't warn you when the truth 
comes out! 


kk 


IN BRUGES 

Loquacious hitmen with violent tempers 
have become a cliché in this post-Taran- 
tino indie-movie era, but playwright-turned- 
writer/director Martin McDonagh revital- 
izes the archetype with this funny, bloody, 
beautifully structured dark comedy set in. 
Belgium? That's right: Belgium 
otto te 


NEVER BACK DOWN 
Just back away... from the theatre! (Zing!) 
KI 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL 

Here's one of those movies where the idea 
(Scarlett Johansson and Natalie Portman in 
a bodice-bursting tale of palace intrigue) is 
a lot more exciting than the melodramatic, 
fairly sluggish execution. At least it's better 
than Elizabeth: The Golden Age. 

Kk Ky 


SEMI-PRO 

This comedy about a hapless 1970s ABA 
team and their manchild owner/player/ 
head coach generates just enough laughs 

























descends into a pit of misanthropy deeper 
and blacker than any of his wells. A major 


to earn a mild go-in-with-low-expectations 
recommendation. But we're warning you, 


Will Ferrell: we're not going to be thispatient | achievement 
forever. Kk kK 
kkk TY 
VANTAGE POINT 
THERE WILL BE BLOOD A Rashomon for the age of terrorism? Sadly, 


this gimmicky thriller plays more like 24's au- 
tistic, ADHD-ridden second cousin 
wt 


Paul Thomas Anderson has his critics, but 
there's no disputing that he knocks this one 
out of the ballpark. Daniel Day-Lewis is stun- 
ning as a tum-of-the-century oilman who 


DISCOVER 
YOGA 


Baby yoga provides gentle and effective stretches 
for babies, relieving common complaints such as 

colic and fretfulness. Stretches for parents help 
backache and fatigue, with particular attention paid 
to pelvic and abdominal restoration and strengthening 
for moms. Come and enjoy this special time with your 
baby exploring yoga together. 


Babies from 6 weeks to crawling Moms, 
dads, and caregivers welcome 


The next session starts: 

Tuesday April Ist 9:45-10:45 am 

To register please contact Shanti Yoga studio 

at 421-944 ,or email us at shantiyogaemail.com 


A a 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

OR TO REGISTER: 
780.421.9444 
www.shantiyogastudio.ca 
#2, 10026-102 street 


2) SHANTI 


GS YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


-475 
4a0-27— 


anced tickets at 
|. TIXONTHE 


STUDIOTHEATRE.CA 
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66 «vow SHOOTIN’ YER DAD IN THE HEAD 


GOES AGAINST GOD AND ALL, BUT... 


—COLEMAN (JAMES HAMILTON), EXPRESSING HIS MORAL PHILOSOPHY IN THE LONESOME WEST 





THEATRE REVIEW - KISS ME, I’M IRISH « BY MATTHEW HALLIDAY |714 words 


He Ain't Psychopathic, He's My Brother 


BROTHERS JAMES HAMILTON 
AND COLLIN DOYLE ARE AT 
EACH OTHER'S THROATS IN 
THE LONESOME WEST 





THE LONESOME WEST 

Directed by Julien Amold. Written by Martin McDonagh. 
Starring Chris Bullough, Collin Doyle, Clarice Eckford, James 
Hamilton. To Mar 23. The Roxy (10708-124 St). Tickets 
available at the Roxy box office (453-2440) 





I thought I had The Lonesome West 
all figured out: the two warring broth- 
ers who form the crux of the play, 
baiting each other with torments 
old and new, attacking one another 
over trifling insults, mutilating each 
other's pets, murdering their elderly 
father with nary a hint of remorse 
they must be psychopaths. That ex- 
plains it, of course 

But they aren't psychopaths. They 
can't be, because psychopaths are in- 
capable of empathy or love, and by 
the end of the play, we see that these 
two have just enough of those human 
qualities to also be horribly distorted 
and perverted by bitterness, despair, 
and hate. (Yes, it's an Irish play.) 

Collin Doyle and James Hamilton 
play Valene and Coleman, two broth- 
ers coping in the aftermath of their 
father’s death. Then again, “coping” 
might not be the right word, since 
Coleman shot him in the head and 
passed it off as an accident. Coleman 
is the more morally bankrupt of the 
two, and that’s saying something. 
Played by James Hamilton with a 
near-brilliant ferocity and intensity, 
Coleman is frightening and strange- 
ly charismatic. He’s the kind of guy 
who says things like, “I know shoot- 
in’ yer dad in the head goes against 
God and all, but...” 

Valene is the responsible brother, 
the one in whose name their father’s 
house has been left. He’s gone around 
affixing everything in the house with 





a “V” to mark them as his posses- 
sions, forbids Coleman to eat his po- 
tato chips (they nearly murder each 
other several times over the potato 
chip issue), and cultivates a strange 
obsession with Catholic figurines, 
which loom over the set like the im- 
potent emissaries of a hypothetical 
religion and an obsolete morality. 
Doyle, unfortunately, has some 
difficulty with his Irish accent—and 
more problematically, it isn’t always 
clear what he’s doing with the char- 
acter. At times he comes off like a 
blubbering simpleton, while at oth- 
ers he’s nearly as vindictively calcu- 
lating as his brother. Maybe playing 
Coleman is easier, with his simple- 
minded rage, but since so much of 
the play concerns nothing more than 
the interaction between the brothers, 
Doyle's performance is a serious hin- 


It's A Donnybrook! | Chris Bullough ineffectually referees yet another fight between iracund Irishmen James Hamilton and Collin Doyle In The Lonesome West. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


drance. 

The two are visited frequently by 
Father Welsh (Chris Bullough), a 
young, alcoholic priest tortured by 
the degeneracy of the town, as well 
as his doubts about his faith. The 
evening | attended, Bullough played 
Welsh shakily at first, alternating 
between hysteria and weepiness 
with little hint of subtlety, but as the 
performance wore on he became in- 
creasingly convincing as a decent (if 
naive and imperfect) guy caught in 
an amoral purgatory. 

Occasionally dropping by as well 
is Girleen, a young girl with a gutter- 
mouth and a wickedly cynical sense 
of humour who's still, basically, a 
good soul, played beautifully by Cla- 
rice €ckford. She lends the play its 
most human note, culminating in a 
moving scene with Bullough at the 


opening of the second act. 

But for all the talent on display, and 
the sheer entertainment of watching 
Valene and Coleman snipe at each 
another in so many creative ways, 
there seems to be something essen- 
tial missing from the play, something 
that goes beyond this production's 
flaws. The play has been received 
by most audiences and critics as a 
black comedy, and it is—the final 
scene especially, in which Valene and 
Coleman confess all their trespasses 
to each other, their mutual loathing 
growing more tangible by the mo- 
ment, is a bitterly funny poke at the 
Catholic Church's get-out-of-Hell- 
free confessional process. 

But less remarked-upon is the sim- 
plistic misanthropy that the whole 
thing is shot through with. These 
people are beyond redemption, hope- 


less. Why? What led them to be this 
way? Perhaps McDonagh intends it 
all as an exaggerated satire of small- 
town malaise and social breakdown, 
but it comes off as callow and simple- 
minded, which makes the despair and 
misanthropy easy to dismiss—unlike 
his brilliant The Pillowman, which 
appeared at the Citadel in 2006 
That play was also despairing, but 
its characters were morally complex 
enough that the ethical quandaries 
and dark humour were troubling in a 
more honest, deeply upsetting way. 
The Pillowman was an ethical puz- 
zle I couldn't figure out—a puzzle that 
perhaps had no solution. The char- 
acters in The Lonesome West are just 
cartoonish, horrible bastards, for no 
good reason—and they can't scare me 
because they’re so patently unreal. 











“confessional teen-girl diary” genre. IMAGE BY JILLIAN TAMAKI 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE BOOKSTORE TO THE GALLERY 





UNCOMMON TALENT 
Start Making Sense 


The North Edmonton Sculpture Workshop 
has opened a new artist-run gallery, The 
Common Sense, at 10546-115 Street, and 
one of the artists running it, Ryan McCourt, 
has asked SEE to help get the word out. Good 
thing, too, because the NESW website is an 
absolute nightmare to navigate (and read). 
In brief: studio spaces are still available on 
the second floor, and Autograph, a collection 
of drawings and sculptures by Rob Willms, 
will be on display in the exhibition space until 
April 30. (We believe the title of the exhibi- 
tion indicates Willms made all the art with 
his hands.) Want more info? Call 482-2685. 


"| BOOK LAUNCH 
| Jiminy Cricket! 


| Cricket in a Fist is the debut novel from 
| Edmonton writer Naomi K. Lewis: it's the im- 
pressionistic tale of a pair of sisters, their self- 
help guru mother (who preaches a solipsistic 
philosophy called “willful amnesia”), and 
their grandmother and great-grandmother's 
victimization at the hands of the Nazis dur- 
ing World War Il. (Think of it as “never for- 
get” versus “never remember.”) Lewis will be 
launching the book tonight (Thursday) from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. at Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe. 
The Journal review worryingly describes the 
book as “unremittingly dark.” but on the 
other hand, there'll be refreshments! 








LOCAL GIRL MAKES GOOD! 
Jillian’s Fans March 


Former Edmontonian Jillian Tamaki, whose 
illustrations graced several local publications 
before she moved to Brooklyn and started 
working for Entertainment Weekly, The New 
Yorker, and Esquire, is making waves with her 
latest graphic novel Skim, written with her 
cousin Mariko Tamaki. Just this week, Skim 
was included in Slate magazine's literary 
roundup “What Slate’s Reading This Month” 
list. “The fake diary is by now a tired cliche of 
teen novels,” writes Slate foreign editor June 
Thomas, “but Jillian Tamaki’s artwork ele- 
vates the genre from the merely voyeuristic.” 
Skim is published by Groundwood Books. 
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THEATRE REVIEW - CANCON - BY SCOTT LINGLEY |560 words 


Love In The Time Of 
Alzheimer’s 





HALF LIFEIS NO DULL 
TEARJERKER—ITS TAKE 
ON LOVE AND MEMORY IS A 
SEAMLESS TRIUMPH 





HALF LIFE 

Directed by Daniel Brooks. Written by John Mighton, 
Starring Eric Peterson, Carolyn Hetherington, Richard 
Clarkin, Laura De Carteret. To Mar 30. Shoctor Theatre 
(The Citadel). Tickets available at the Citadel box office 
(425-1820/citadeltheatre.com). 





| must admit to some trepidation as 
| settled into my seat for Necessary 
Angel's production of John Might- 
on’s Half Life at the Citadel. I’ve seen 
enough movies about elderly couples 
in cognitive decline to somewhat 
dread a stage version that reiterates 
the pain of watching a loved one 
turning slowly into a stranger, then 


The Innocence Of Age | Eric Peterson, Carolyn Hetherington, and Barbara Gordon share a seniors’ moment in Hal) 


Patrick has his own problems with 
the past but his are due more to a 
refusal to recall what happened. He 
also likes a drink and a smoke ev- 
ery once in a while, or so his artist 
daughter Anna (Laura de Carteret) 
warns the staff at the nursing home 

But Half Life, which surprisingly 
is filled with lively humour, focuses 
just as much on Donald and Anna— 
both middle-aged and divorced—and 
the way they cope with their par- 
ents’ budding attraction. Donald is 
still mourning his father's death six 
months earlier and clings to the im- 
age of his parents as the unalterable 
constant in a life of impermanence 
and disappointment. 

He'd rather not see that image ef- 
faced, especially at a time when his 
mother seems so vulnerable. Anna's 





fLife. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


dwell on a number of heady topics, 
from the humanizing aspect of for- 
getting to the tension between faith 
and reason—and which one is likely 
to be more comforting in the face of 
mortality. At points the characters 
veer perilously close to being mouth- 
pieces for viewpoints—the play is 
filled with seated discussions—but 
there’s usually a redeeming insight 
or irony that regrounds the play in 
its setting and characters. Similarly, 
a few lapses into heavy-handedness, 
accompanied by jarring sound cues, 
threaten a shift into melodrama that 
luckily never takes hold. 

This production of Half Life might 
be as graceful and seamless as any- 
thing I've ever seen onstage. I was 
just as enraptured by the highly syn 
chronized scene changes that took 
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| THREE VIEWINGS 


by Jeffrey Hatcher 
} “Six Feet 
| Under” 
for the 
Stage... 


March 13 - 30, 2008 
Preview March 12 


Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Avenue 
Tickets: 434-5564 
or 


| "a _ TIX on the Square 


AS1 SETTLED INTO MY SEAT, I WASN'T IN THE MOOD POR A TEARJERKER, 
NO MATTER HOW LITERATE OR ACCOMPLISHED. WHAT A RELIEF TO FIND THAT 


780-420-1757 


| 
HALF LIFE'S SOMETHING ELSE ENTIRELY. | 





slipping away. I wasn't in the mood 
fora tearjerker, no matter how liter- 
ate or accomplished. 

What a relief to find that Half Life 
's something else entirely. It cer- 
tainly does contain a pair of senior 
Sweethearts, Clara (Carolyn Hether- 
ington) and Patrick (Eric Peterson), 
who meet in a nursing home. Anna 
is, as her doting but hyper-rational 
son Donald (Richard Clarkin) points 
out, “not quite herself” —her remote 
past is as vivid to her as yesterday, 
but yesterday, or even a couple of 
Minutes ago, is an irretrievable blur. 


relationship with her father is more 
contentious until Patrick starts en- 
joying Clara’s company, and she 
starts to think she'd like to see her 
father share the last part of his life 
with someone. Meanwhile, Clara 
and Patrick begin to entertain the 
notion that they had met during the 
Second World War and that their 
present romance is a continuation of 
a memorable night that may or may 
not have happened 60 years prior. 
Populated with strong perfor- 
mances and memorable secondary 
characters, Half Life finds time to 
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place under ghostly blue lights as 
by the precise choreography of the 
scenes themselves. Despite the ley- 
ity, the overall tone is meditative and 
bittersweet in the way that life’s joy 
is tempered by its inevitable conclu- 
sion; the play's concluding lines, ut- 
tered by alone character from behind 
a hospital curtain, subtly connote 
that final solitude to which every life 
tends. By infusing these heavy rumi- 
nations with profound wit, Half Life 
easily averts the maudlin clichés of 
a late-in-life romance and lingers in 
the mind longer for it. 
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About “Thirteen Things” | Patricia Bell-Casey is an averwhelmed widow in Three Viewings. 


..BUT THEIR SURVIVORS DO 
IN THE AMUSINGLY MORBID, 
CONSISTENTLY SURPRISING 
THREE VIEWINGS 





THREE VIEWINGS 

Directed by John Hudson and Wayne Paquette. Written by 
Jeffrey Hatcher. Starring Patricia Bell-Casey, Dave Clarke, 
Davina Stewart. To Mar 30. Varscona Theatre (10329-83 
Ave). Tickets available through Shadow Theatre (434- 
5564), Accent European Lounge (431-0179) or TIX on the 
Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare.ca). 





If Edgar Lee Masters’ Spoon River 
Anthology gave the dead citizens of 
that town an opportunity to testify 
from the grave, then Jeffrey Hatch- 
er's Three Viewings has the recently 
deceased of Steubenville, Ohio still 
affecting the living from the funeral 
parlour in series of three mono- 
logues delivered over three different 
caskets. 

“Tell-Tale” gives us Dave Clarke 
as Emil, a fussy and obsequious fu- 
neral director who nurtures a hidden 
passion for real estate broker Tessie, 
one of the diligent mourners at his 
parlour. In between gossipy asides to 
the audience he barely squeaks out 
his hopeful mantra of “I love you” 
directed at her back, and uses his po- 
sition to help her scope out possible 
clients when their spouses kick off. 

Emil’s never-publicly-voiced infat- 
uation with Tessie is at once goofily 


‘ell No Tales 


endearing and pathetic—he's forever 
locked in obsession, always setting 
parameters for when he'll muster up 
the courage to reveal it, but never ac- 
tually acting on his unstated crush. 
In short, he’s acting like a repressed 
adolescent, deluded about the real 
nature of his hustling love interest— 
but that doesn’t make his feelings 
for her any less genuine, and Clarke 
very nicely manages to balance his 
portrayal even as the story takes a 
completely unexpected turn. 

The sad yet comic “Tell-Tale” 
(with its intimations of Edgar Al- 
lan Poe's similarly titled short sto- 
ry) is breezy compared to the John 
Hudson-helmed “Thief of Tears.” 
Davina Stewart is Mac, a hardened 
jewel thief whose grandmother is 
the “very old, very demanding, very 
rich harridan” she’s left L.A. to pay 
her respects to. The fact that she 
supports herself by crashing funer- 
als and stealing bright baubles from 
the corpses makes this easily the 
most black-humoured episode of the 
three—but all is not as it seems here 
as well. While her family is stewing 
over a sudden change in Grandma's 
will, Mac has her own agenda—and 
as she goes about her plans, she 
slowly reveals her own tragedy. 

“My husband forgot to fix the 
kitchen door,” Mac repeatedly tells 
old neighbours and acquaintances 


when they ask her about her mar 
riage, and that seeming non sequitu 
holds more of a clue than you might 
imagine to her progression from 
heartless cynic to human wreck in 
one illuminated jolt of memory. 

A grieving widow and her dead 
husband's disintegrating business 
set up “Thirteen Things About €d 
Carpolotti” as the most absurdist of 
the three stories. Patricia Casey is 
Virginia Carpolotti, the dutiful wif: 
of a local “wheeler-dealer” who dis 
covers after her Ed passes on from 
a heart attack that she’s not quite as 
well-set-up as she always believed 
With large loans from mobsters 
coming due, pressure from the bank, 
and a heartless brother-in-law to 
deal with, Virginia's golden years do 
not look assured. 

As disaster is heaped on disaster 
you can’t help but squirm for the 
utterly bewildered Virginia, watch 
ing helplessly as the angry mes- 
sages accumulate on her answering 
machine almost as fast as demands 
from creditors. With its implausible 
ending, “Thirteen Things About 
Ed Carpolotti” seems almost like a 
side story from a Frank Capra film 
but it’s also very sweet, the deus ex 
machina leaving theatregoers with a 
final gesture of devotion and love as 
salve to the bittersweet stories that 
preceded it. 
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Glogging The ARTery 





ART BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
JILL AND MANDY RAISE 
THEIR (3-D) GLASSES TO 
GRIWKOWSKY AND RECHNER’S 





Join us this week as we journey to 
The ARTery, where artists Tim Re- 
chner and Fish Griwkowsky display 
some recent creations in a show oth- 
erwise known as The Experiment 
We take in walls plastered with tiny, 
frantic sketches layered with draw- 
ings of colourful morphing shapes 
and 3-D photos that are as varied in 
size as they are in subject 


Jill: First of all, let me say that as 
much as I appreciate The ARTery, I 
wish it were beside the LRT station. 
It was pretty cold outside Friday 
night! I had never been there before, 
so it was an enlightening experi- 
ence—definitely an interesting little 
venue, and very appropriate for The 


Experiment. What were your first 
impressions of the show? 


Mandy: 


of how casual the whole space was 


My first impression was 


It felt like we were in somebody's 
living room, and at first | wasn’t too 
sure about that. But the longer I was 


there, the more it worked for me. | 
liked that you could sit back and just 
take the time to look at this giant 
wall coated with drawings, then turn 
around and see another wall full of 
3-D photographs It created a very 
approachable vibe 

Jill: | agree. Tim's wall of draw- 
ings was what hit me first, although 
I wasn’t immediately sure about the 
format. You didn’t really notice all of 
the tiny drawings in the background 
until later—which is the effect I’m 
sure he intended, but I would have 
preferred to see a full wall of them 
without the larger pieces inter 
spersed among them. | think they 
could have held their own. I did re- 
ally enjoy those larger pastel works, 
though; they reminded me of some 
of the Cape Dorset prints I’ve been 
looking at lately 

Mandy: The scribbled fragments 
of sentences on those tiny slips were 
endearing, They got me up, examin- 
ing every individual piece. | didn't 
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think the larger colour drawings 
were as powerful individually, but 
that’s most likely due to being bro- 
ken up on multiple sheets of paper. 
What did you think of the use of 3-D 
technology in the photos? 

Jill: 1 thought it was funny. As 
much as we all love to wear those 
3-D glasses, | don’t know if the 3-D 
technology actually added anything 
themselves, 


to the photographs 


What it did do, however, was make 





me look at the photographs for lon- 
ger than I would have otherwise, be- 
cause the 3-D makes your eyes kind 
of go sideways for a little bit before 
you actually figure out what the hell 
is going on. What about you? 

Mandy: It made viewing them in- 
teractive, in a way. I think the best 
part was how the image would shift 
when you moved. The figures would 
follow you, or lean out into your 
space. My favourite specific image 
was of the interior of the High Level 
Bridge, with the opening off in the 
distance. A bit of Edmontonian cel- 
ebration. | wasn't as taken with the 
more “exotic” photos. The image of 
the bridge actually seemed related to 
the depth created by the 3-D glass- 
es~-maybe that's what was missing 
for me in some of the others. 





Discovering Japan | The 3-D photo “Otagi Nenbutsu-/i” is part of a grand Experiment. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


Jill: | liked the High Level Bridge 
photo too, but did we like it because 
it was a good photograph, a good use 
of 3-D technology, or a part of our 
everyday lives that we felt attached 
to? Some of the other photos were 
just as effective, yet we were drawn 
to the Edmontonian imagery be- 
cause we have emotional ties to it. I 
don't think this is a bad thing—just 
something to note. 

Mandy: Also, I thought that huge 
beast of a drawing in the back of the 
place [Tim Rechner’s “Drum Solo 
Heart Attack”) was really some- 
thing. All those twisting, snakelike 
tubes of colour have serious impact 
on that scale. Do you think they were 


saying anything by calling the show 
The Experiment? 

Jill: Both Tim and Fish work dif- 
ferently in their more “professional” 
settings, and this show may have 
been a way for them to try a few new 
things out without real judgment. Or 
it might have just been an “experi: 
ment” to see how stupid everyone 
looks in 3-D glasses! 

Mandy: I think they were flatter- 
ing—an experimental fashion state- 
ment for the visually inclined. 


The Experiment is on display 4! 
The ARTery (9535 Jasper Ave) 
until April 26 
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Therapeutic Touch Inc. 
406-7578 — 
| #206, 9006-132 avenue 
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What Alberta visual artists need to know about 


submitting work to the 


provincial art collection 


The Alberta Foundation for the Arts is looking for 
new art to add to its collection 


The provincial art collection is shared with Albertans through many 
public programs and venues. It helps to foster a greater appreciation 
and awareness of the visual arts in Alberta. 

if your artwork is not already included in the provincial collection, 
please submit your work for consideration. 


Submission deadline is April 1, 2008 


To learn more, or to download an application form, 
visit www.affta ab.ca/art-collection.shtml or call! 
(780) 427-9968 (dial 310-0000 for toll-free access). 


hole photograph, 2007 Art Acquisition Purchase 





Diane Bos, Rapallo, Italy, 2005, colour 
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O ROGERS 


EDMONTON 
CENTRAL 
10176 — 109 St 
(780) 426-2355 


12302 Stony Plain Rd. 
(780) 488-6622 





14822 Stony Plain Rd 
(780) 443-3022 
Edmonton City Centre 
10200 — 102 Ave 
(780) 421-4540 
Spruce Grove 
#112 183 Highway 16A 
(780) 962-3980 
EAST 
Capilano Mall 





(780) 450-6880 


Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 - 28 Ave. (by Tim Horton’s) 


(780) 440-2812 
6839 - 83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 
(780) 465-5271 
SOUTH 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 
(780) 438-2355 


Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 





Southgate Centre 
(780) 439-0435 


South Edmonton Common 


(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd 
(780) 702-6001 
Hub Mall 
9004 - 112 St 
(780) 432-3108 


NORTH 


9715 — 137 Ave. 
(780) 456-5339 


WEST 


West Edmonton Mall Phase | 


(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 
(780) 484-4758 


West Edmonton Mall Phase I 


(by skating rink) 
(780) 413-9855 


West Edmonton Mall Phase tl! 


(by London Drugs) 
(780) 443-3040 


(780) 483-8838 
10013 - 170 St 
(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 - 170 St. 
(780) 489-2255 
LEDUC 
6104 - 50 St. 
(780) 986-0986 
SHERWOOD PARK 
993 Fir St. 
(780) 417-2355 
ST. ALBERT 
Inglewood Town Centre 
(780) 419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 
(780) 459-0660 
FT. MCMURRAY 
Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 
11020 - 100 Ave. 
(780) 539-7148 





Orocers @ 


EDMONTON 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Mall 
(780) 475 ~ 2724 
Bonnie Doon Malt 
(780) 463-0864 
Millwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
SHERWOOD PARK 
Sherwood Park Mall 
(780) 416-1775 

+ ST. ALBERT 
St. Albert Centre 
(780) 418-1681 
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Westgrove Shopping Centre 


(outside entrance by Safeway) 


. West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
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Orocers @ booth 


‘Offer valid only on new activations with a 36-month term agreement made between February Ist and April 30th, or while supplies last. Limit one coupon per new account activation. ‘Available as an add-on to your plan. A $6.95 m System Access F 

congeeaament fee), a monthly 50¢ 911 Emergency Access Fee (non-government fee) and a one-time $35 Activation Fee apply in addition to the monthly service fee. Local airtime over the allotted monthly pi fk the plan, Guan, and roaming pats 
and any additional service options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed | monthly. Early cancellation fees apply. $7: Includes unlimited on-device browsing only and is only available on select Rogers certified devices. Data usage incurred on ineligible 
devices or while tethering (use of device as wireless modem) or while using non-Rogers (third-party) applications downloaded to your device will be subject to pay-per-use charges of $0.05 cents/KB. Offer only available with 36-month term for Vision plans. 
$5: $5 Messaging Pack includes 500 sent text and 50 sent picture/video messages. A fee of $0.15 for each additional sent text and $0.25 for each additional sent picture/video message will apply. "Most reliable network claim refers to call clarity and dropped calls test 
results as conducted by Rogers and a recognized third-party research company in the majority of urban Canadian centres within the Rogers Wireless GSM footprint, comparing voice services of major wireless providers. All devices shown operate on the Rogers GSM 
network except for the LG Shine Slider, Sony Ericsson K850i and Motorola RAZR2 which operate on the Rogers HSPA network. Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc., used under license or of Rogers Wireless. All other brand names ate 


trademarks of their respective owners. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. A 
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EXHIBITS 


ALLIED ARTS COUNCIL 455 KING ST, SPRUCE GROVE, 962- 
-0664 Until MAR 29 “The Midas Touch” by feature artist Julie 
Kaldenhoven. Info: www.alliedartscounciL.com. 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 ST., 488-6611 EXT. 
71. Until APR 12, “The Future is Later” by Bee Kingdom, 


Phillip Bandura, Ryan Marsh Fairweather, and Tim Belliveau. 


Until APR 19 “Contained: Protected or Prison”, various art- 
ists. “Nimama” celebration of aboriginal women's fine craft. 
Info: www.albertacraft.ab.ca. 
AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 JASPER AVE. Hours: 
Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm. 
THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. Hours: Thu 5-7 pm, of by 
appointment. info: theartery@noiselab.ca. 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA ENTERPRISE SQUARE, #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE., 422-6223 Until MAR 24 “Generation”, 
nine artists explore the images, ideals, and anuieties 
of North American youth; “Small”, artistic responses to 
perceptions of balance, proportion, and scale; “Window 
Dressing: Shane Krepakevich”, the history and politics of 
department store displays using the 102 St. windows of the 
- former Bay store. Until MAY 4 "Seeing Through Modemism: 
Edmonton 1970-1985" over 30 modernist artists examine 
the rise of modernism in Edmonton, and the sites of critique 
‘and opposition which developed during the 1970s and * 80s. 
“Awakening: The Art of Human”, works by youth in the 
iHuman Youth Society program. Hours: Mon-Fri 10:30 am-5 
pm, Thu 4-8 pm free admission. Sat & Sun Tl am-5 pm. Info: 
www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
ARTS HAB STUDIO GALLERY 3RD FL, 10217-106 ST, 
439-9532 Hours. Thu 5-8 pm, or by appointment. Info: www. 
artshab.com. 





BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 ST, 482-1204 Info: 
bearclawgallery.com. 

BLUE CURVE GALLERY GLENROSE REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL, 10230-111 AVE. Hours: Mon-Fri, 8 am-2 pm. 
BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY 
RUTHERFORD SOUTH, U OF A Until APR 30 “Mappae Mundi” 
selections from the U of A's maps and special collections, 
focusing on the study of the cultures of Medieval and early 
modem Europe. Curated by Michael Fox and Stephen R. 
THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 935)- 
TI AVE, 471-1580 info: www.thecarrot.ca. 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 AVE, 
461-3427 Until APR 2 “Meli-Melo” by artists; Elaine Berglund, 
Paul Labrie, Gilberte Gagne, Maria Cieszewska and Milos 
Hajek. Info: 461-3427. 

COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART 6507-112 AVE, 491- 
0002 info: www.collectiv.ca. 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 AVE, 
439-8210 “Mother and Child” A reflection on family and 
the art of painting by Christ! Bergstrom. Hours: Mon-Fri Tl 
am-Spm. 

DESIGN INTERCHANGE ENTERPRISE SQUARE, 10230 
JASPER AVE. Until MAY 15 “Design Works”, innovative works 
by UofA Design staff and students. 
DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 ST, 488-4445 Until 
MAR 29 “Gifts for the Grandchildren” by Alan Reynolds. 
Opening Reception MAR 15, 2-4 pm. Hours: Tue-Fri 9:30 
am-5:30 pm. Info: douglasudellgallery.com. 

ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 STONY PLAIN RD,, 482- 
1402 Info: www.waynemackenziegoldsmith.com. 
EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY MAIN FLOOR ATRIUM, 
ENTERPRISE SQUARE, 10230 JASPER AVE. Hours: Daily 7 
aml pm. Info: www.extension.valberta.ca. 


AVA 


CENTURY 
CASING 


CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING SHOWS! 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 


TIX $19.95 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 


TIX $39.95 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 


APR 19 
TIX $19.95 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 








FAB GALLERY J-] FINE ARTS BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS Un- 
til MAR 22 “This Wild Spirit: Women in the Rocky Mountains 
of Canada” and “Hiding in Plain Sight” by Gillian Willans. 
Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 2-5 pm. 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 WHYTE AVE, 432-0240 Until 
MAR 29 "Eleusis” by George Botchett, Margaret Braun, 

E Ross Bradley, Vern Busby, Edmund Haakonson, Eileen 


|  Heidler, Keith Turnbull, and Raymond Theriault. Info: www. 


paintspot.ca. 
FRONT GALLERY 12312 JASPER AVE, 488-2952 
GALLERY AT MILNER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 


| CHURCHILL SQUARE Until MAR 30 “Inside Out”, presented by 


the Edmonton Sculptors’ Association. 

HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3R0 FL, 10215-112 ST., 
426-4180 Until APR 5 “Business as Usual” by Lynn Rich- 
ardson and “Unpacked” by Jennifer Pickering. Info: www. 
harcourthouse.ab.ca. 

JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 


| 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE, 433-5807 Until MAR 27 “Meadowlark 


Painters”, Louise Rau, Ruth Harris, Esther Koziol, and 
Dorothy Mitchell exhibit landscapes, flora, and portraits in 
watercolour and oils. Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 am-4 pm. 
JOHNSON GALLERY 771/-85 ST, 465-6171 Edmonton Oil 
Painters, artists working in-studio throughout the season, 
Artists featured include Susan Abma, Susan Box, Shair! 
Honey, David Brooks, Margaret Klappstein, Tracy Mardon, 
Anne McCormick, and Cindy Revell. Info: susanabma.com. 
LANDO GALLERY 17130-105 AVE, 990-1167 Hours: Mon-Fri 
10. am-5:30 pm, Sat 10 am-4:30 pm. Info: www.landogallery. 
com. 

LATITUDE 53 10248-106 ST, 423-5353 Hours: Tue-Fri 10 
am-6 pm, Sat 12-5 pm. Info: www. latitude53.org. 

LOFT GALLERY AL. OTTEWELL CENTRE, 590 BROADMOOR 
BLVD., SHERWOOD PARK, 467-448] Until MAR 30 
“Abstracts!”, show and sale by members of the Art Society of 
Strathcona County. Hours: Sat 10 am-4 pm (except holiday 
weekends), Thu 5-9 pm. Info: Kaye 467 4481. 

MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 AVE, 479-4050 

MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440-112 ST, U OF AHOSPITAL, 407- 
7152 Until APR 13, “Eight solos: Fused by Silver", photography 
by the Monochrome Guild. Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-8 pm, 
Sat-Sun noon-6 pm. Admission free. 

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE 9704-11] AVE, 474-7611 Studio 
hours: Mon-Fri10 am-2 pm. Gallery hours: Mon, Wed & Fri 
9:30 am-2:30 pm, Tue & Thu 9:30 am-4 pm & 6-8 pm. Info: 
www.ninahaggertyart.ca, 

NORTH EDMONTON SCULPTURE 

WORKSHOP 10546-115 ST,, 482-2685 

Until APR 30, “Autograph” sculptures 

and drawings by Rob Willms. 


| Daytime Viewing by Appointment: 


482-2685. 
OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 
JASPER AVE. 378-0240 Info: www. 


| outofthefirestudio.com. 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 


| 10183-112 ST. Group Show, new works 


by James Lahey and Jonathan Forrest. 

Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Info: www. 
probertsongallery.com. 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 JASPER AVE, 
455-7479 Group Show, new works by Gregory Hardy, Robert 
Wiseman and Frances Thomas. Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 
pm. Info: www.probertsongallery.com. 

PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 ORDZE RO. SHERWOOD 
PARK, 467-3038 Into: www.picturethisgallery.com. 
PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTRE 10055-80 AVE, 428-3499 
Ongoing displays include functional sculpture and jewelry 


by Sandra Sing Fernandes, metal sculpture by Linda Maines | 


and Bianca Khan, and paintings by Quentin Maki and Tim 
Rechner. 


PORTAL GALLERY #300, 9414-91 ST,, 702-7522 Hours: Tue- | 


Fri 12-8 pm, Sat 12-7 pm. Info: www.theportalgallery.com. 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 PERRON ST,, ST. 
ALBERT, 460-4310 APR 3-26 “Land Poems” by Sharon A. Ma- 
layko, Lyndal Osborne, Lorraine Shulba and Garry Williams. 
ROWLES & CO. LTD. MEZZANINE LEVEL, 10130-103 ST, 
426-4035 Info: www.rowles.ca. 

SCOTT GALLERY 1041/-124 ST, 488-3619 Until APR “Dust 
of Days” by Robert Sinclair. Hours; Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm. 
Info: www scottgallery.com. 

SCULPTURE STUDIO & GALLERY SHERWOOD PARK, 
662-4160 Figurative and abstract sculpture by Horst D. Info: 
www.horst-sculpture.ca. 


| SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9844-88 AVE, 439-9296 


Hours: Tl am-5 pm. Info: www.selfridgeceramicart.ca 
SNAP GALLERY SOCIETY OF NORTHERN ALBERTA PRINT 
ARTISTS 10309-97 ST,, 423-1492 Hours: Tue-Sat 12-5 pm. Info: 


snapfisnapartists.com. 
| STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 9/3 ASH 
| ST, SHERWOOD PARK, 476-8189 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm. 
Info: www.strathconacounty.museum.ca. 
‘STUDIO GALLERY 1] PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT, 460-5993 
Until MAR 29 “My Canada” by Al Anderson. Until APR 26 
“Nouveau Artiste” by Miles Constable. Hours: Thu 12-8 pm. 
Fri 10. am-6 pm, Sat 10 am-5 pm. 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 ST, 451-3344 Perma- 
nent Exhibits include The Body Fantastic, Mystery Avenue, 
The Greens’ House, Space Place, Discoveryland, and DinoDen 
in the Explorer Gallery. Syncrude Science Stage features Sci- 
ence Demos, Cryogenics, Electricity, and What Puts The Fizz 
in Soda Pop? Info: 451-3344, www.odyssium.com, 
TU GALLERY 10718-124 ST,, 452-9662 Info: www.tugallery, 
@ 
URBAN ROOTS 10418-82 AVE. 438-7978. 
VAAA GALLERY VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIA- 
TION 3RD FL, 10215-112 ST, 421-1731 Until APR 
5 “Up Close” by photographers Robert 
Todrick and Niki Standing. Hours: 
Mon-Fri 0-4 pm, Sat 12-4 pm. 
WEST END GALLERY 12308 
JASPER AVE,, 488-4892 Hours: 
Tue-Sat 10 am-5 pm. Info: www. 
westendgalleryltd.com. 
WORKS GALLERY #200, 10225-100 
AVE,, 426-2122 Hours: Mon-Fri 12-5 
pm. Info: www.theworks.ab.ca. 
ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SER- 
ENDIPITY FRAMING 9860-90 AVE, 433-0388 
| Anahvaralli Mexican jewelry and art works by Canadian and 
Mexican artists. Hours: Tue-Wed 10 am-6 pm, Thu-Fri 10 
am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 pm, Sun-Mon noon-5 pm. 
ZOCALO 10826-95 ST,, 428-0754 Intemational crafts, 
artwork, and tropical flowers. Hours: Mon-Wed & Fri 10-6 
pm, Thu 10-9 pm, Sat 9-5 pm, Sun 12-5 pm. 


MUSEUMS 


| ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 KINGSWAY AVE, 451- 
| 1175 Edmonton bush pilot display in WWIl-era double-wide, 
| -double-long hangar, Hours: Daily, 10 am-4 pm. 
| CANADIAN PETROLEUM DISCOVERY CENTRE LEDUC 
| #1 DISCOVERY WELL, LEDUC. Guided tours, tailored 
education programs for classes K-12, 
safety courses and industry training, 
campground, library, and historical 
archives. Info: 1-866-987-4323 or 
Www.Cpicorg. 
CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES 
10440-108 AVE, 496-8710 Over 
50,000 catalogued photographs 
and slides from the 1880s to the 
present. Two display galleries. Free 
admission. Hours: Weekdays 8:30 
am-4:30 pm. 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 10661-91A AVE, 496- 
| 8787 Admission free, donations gladly accepted. Info: www. 
| edmonton.ca/johnwalter 
| LOYALEDMONTON REGIMENT MILITARY MUSEUM 
#178, PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES HERITAGE CENTRE, 
10440-108 AVE. Hours: Weekdays, 10 am-4 pm. 

MUSEE HERITAGE #5 ST. ANNE ST,, ST. ALBERT, 459-1528 
Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm; & Sun, 1-5 pm. Admission by 

| donation, suggested donation $2. 

| PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 ROPER RD., 
427-1750 Preserves the collective memory of Alberta, and 
contributes to the protection Albertan identity. Info: www. 
tprc.gov.ab.ca/paa. 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 AVE, 453-9100 Per- 
| manent exhibits include “Wild Alberta” exploring Alberta's 
Natural habitat; Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture; The 
Natural History Gallery, examining historic geographical 
changes in Alberta. Hours: Mon-Sun, Sam-Spm. Info: www. 
foyalalbertamuseum.ca. 


DANCE 





musicians, and artists welcome. Info: 450-3336. 

DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 2ND & 4TH THUEVERY 
| MONTH, 7:30 PM. RIVERDALE HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Info: 
467-1285. 

EVERYTHING HAS A FACE APR 1] & 12, TIMMS CENTRE 
FOR THE ARTS Presented by Bunting Dance, inspired by 
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CONTACT IMPROV JAM @ MILE ZERO DANCE All movers, 








| Holmes. Tickets at TIX. 


| RAPID FIRE IMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE, 


Heidi Bunting’s travels to Cambodia. Part of the Brian Webb 
Dance Company Season. Tickets at TIX. 

MOZART'S REQUIEM APR 4-5, 8 PM, JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Alberta Ballet collaboration with Edmonton Opera and the 
Richard Eaton Singers. Tickets at TM. 

RODA DE CAPOEIRA SATURDAYS, I-2 PM, CAPOEIRA 
ACADEMY, 10540 JASPER AVE. 709-3500 A free performance 
of Capoeira, a Brazilian mix of dance, martial arts and music 
invented by African slaves. Info: www.capoeiraedmonton.ca 


THEATRE 


DES FLOCONS POUR ALICIA MAR 26-APR 25, 8 PM. 
SUN MATINEE 2 PM. LA CITE FRANCOPHONE, 862791 ST. A 
northern take on Peter Pan with an environmental twist, 
Tickets: $23 Adults, $15 Students at TIX. 
THE DECEMBER MAN UNTIL MAR 23, 7:30 PM. RICE THE- 
ATRE, CITADEL THEATRE COMPLEX Aftermath of 
the 1989 Ecole Polytechnique massacre. By 
Colleen Murphy, directed by Micheline 
Chevrier, Tickets at the Citadel Box 
Office. 
THE DROWNING GIRLS UNTIL 
MAR 23, CATALYST THEATRE, 8529 
GATEWAY BLVD. By Beth Graham, 
Daniela Viaskalic, and Charlie 
Tomlinson. Tickets: $18 Adults, $15 
Students/Seniors at TIX. 
HALF LIFE UNTIL MAR 30, 7:30 PM. 
SHOCTOR THEATRE, CITADEL THEATRE COM- 
PLEX Clara, and Alzheimer's patient, and Patrick, 
a former military code-breaker, fall in love in a nursing home 
Tickets at the Citadel Box Office. 
LE CADEAU D’EINSTEIN APR 3-6 AND APR 10-13, 8 PM. 
SUN MATINEE 2 PM. LA CITE FRANCOPHONE, 862791 ST. A 
debate about the application of science for the common 
00d versus military might. Vern Thiessen’s award-winning 
play, translated by Manon Beaudoin. Tickets: $23 Adults, $15 
Students at TIX. 
THE LONESOME WEST UNTIL MAR 23, TUES-SAT 8 PM. 
SUN2PM. THE ROXY, 124 ST.AND 107 AVE. Two Irish brothers 
battle over the rights to their late father's inheritance. By 
Martin McDonagh, directed by Julien Amold. Tickets at TIX. 
MACHOMER APR 15-19, 8 PM. APR 20, 2PM. TRANSALTA 
ARTSBARNS 10330-84 AVE. One-man vocal performance 
features impressions of over 50 voices from The Simpsons 
ina production of Shakespeare’ s Macbeth. Tickets at the 
Fringe Theatre Box Office. 
MY NAME IS RACHEL CORRIE MAR 28-APR I2 AT 8 PM. 
MAR 30 & APR, 2PM. NO MON. CATALYST THEATRE Taken 


| from the writings of Rachel Corrie and edited by Alan 
| Rickman and Katherine Viner. Tickets: $21 Adults, $16 Low- 


income patrons at the door or TIX. APR 1 & APR 8, PWYC. 
RAPID FIRE THEATRE BEVERY FRI & SAT, 11 PM. VARSCONA 
THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE., 448-0695 TheatreSports 

Fridays, Chimprov Saturdays. $10 at the door. Info: www. 
fapidfiretheatre.com. 

SWALLOW MAR 26-30, 8 PM. LIVING ROOM PLAYHOUSE, 
AZIMUTH THEATRE, 11315-106 ST. Anicy comedy for a melting 
globe, by Leslea Kroll. Directed by Eileen Sproule, featuring 
Rebecca Starr and Laura Raboud. Anew play set on the 
shore of a tar sands tailings pond, Tickets: $15 at TIX. 
THREE VIEWINGS UNTIL MAR 30, VARSCONA THEATRE, 
10329-83 AVE. Three monologues in the same funeral par- 
lour expose the personal obsessions of small town citizens 
By Jeffrey Hatcher. Tickets at 433-3399, 

TWELFTH NIGHT MAR Z7-APR 5, 7:30 PM. TIMMS CENTRE 
FOR THE ARTS Shakespeare's comedy directed by Eda 


LIVECOMEDY — 


448-0695 TheatreSports Fri, 11 pm. Chimprov Sat, 11 pm. 
$10 at the door. 

THE COMEDY FACTORY #408, 3414 GATEWAY BLVD., 
469-4999 Mar 20-22 Kris Shaw. Regular showtimes Thu & 
Fri 8:30, Sat 8:30 & 10:30 pm. Info: www.thecomedyfactory. 
com. 

THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON ST., WEST EDMONTON MALL. 
483-5999 Mar 20-23 Todd Sawyer, Tyler Hawkins and Lars 
Callieou. Hit or Miss Mondays, amateurs compete for audi- 
ence approval. Tuesdays Alternative Comedy Night. 

THE LAUGH SHOP LONDONDERRY MALL, 66 ST. & 137 
AVE, 481-9857 Tuesday Amateur Night w/ Kevin McGrath 
Wednesday Comedy Challenge w/ Kevin McGrath. Info: 
thelaughshop.ca. 
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MARCHZ3: HAPPY “NEAR MISS DAY” DON'T FORGET TO MARK THE NEAR PASSAGE IN 1989 OF 458] ASCLEPIUS, A 300-METRE ASTEROID 


. - THAT PASSED WITHIN 700,000 KILOMETRES OF EARTH SCIENTISTS T 


No ——_— Young Man 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

THE CASE OF A MAN WHOSE 
CANCER-SURVIVOR WIFE 
REFUSES TO GET BREAST 
IMPLANTS IS A RARE SAVAGE 
LOVESTUMPER 





My wife beat breast cancer five 
years ago. Went through chemo 
and radiation and _ ultimately 
radical surgery. Brave, lovely, and 
lucky woman she is. But after 
the procedures, she said she was 
proud of her post-op look and the 
zigzag scar across her chest. No 
new boobs for her. Moi? I don't 
like going to bed with Peter Pan. 
We talked about this and she 
wants to stay scarred and boob- 
less. I respect her wishes. It’s her 


offensive analogies spring instantly 
to mind—how would I feel if my boy 
friend's ass imploded? How would 
I feel if he grew a mustache? How 
would | feel if his body changed as 
he aged and after a few decades to 
gether he wasn't the exact same 23 
year-old club kid | picked up in that 
gay bar?—but seeing as none of that 
will ever happen, let’s set these hypo- 
theticals aside, shall we? 

I’m vamping, IMHB, because there 
are no easy answers. One might 
hope that your love for the wife 
would trump your weirded-out feel 
ings and you would come to appre- 
ciate the wife's boyish new body. Or 
her boy-with-large-zigzag-scar-run- 
ning-across-her-chestish new body 
One might also hope that your wife's 
feelings for you might prompt her 
to see her boobs as something that 
brought you joy, not just as the part 
of her body that attempted to kill her, 
and that she might be willing to get 
breast implants for your sake. Be- 
cause although it’s her body—and it 
is, it is—you also have a stake in it 





HOW WOULD IFEEL IF MY BOYFRIEND’S ASS 
IMPLODED? IF HE GREW A MUSTACHE? IF HIS 
BODY CHANGED AS HE AGED? BUT SEEING AS 

NONE OF THAT WILL EVER HAPPEN, LET’S SET 

THESE HYPOTHETICALS ASIDE, SHALL WE? 


body... so no plastic surgery. But I 
get weirded out instead of excited 
every time I see her nude. Our 
love life has gone the way of her 
boobs and I feel as guilty as hell 
because I can’t get over this. She 
will, however, wear boobs when 
we go to weddings and other 
functions. 

| Miss Her Boobs 


'‘m thinking the wife misses her 
boobs too, IMHB, but she’s conclud- 
ed that implants and reconstructive 
surgery aren't going to bring ‘em 
ack, only a potentially uncomfort- 
able, thoroughly inadequate ap- 
proximation of her boobs. But I can 
appreciate your frustration. If my 
boyfriend developed a life-threaten- 
ing medical condition and getting 
yreast implants was the only way 
to save his life, 1 would support him 
and hold his hand and go bra shop- 
ping for him while he recovered. But 
would be just as weirded out by his 
ody with boobs as you are by your 
wife's without. 

But, um, that's really neither “here 
nor there—there are no/conditions 
that breast implants can cure (erec- 
tile dysfunction doesn’t count)—and 
the analogy is totally offensive and 
|'m probably gonna have to disable 
my e-mail account.for a week. Other 





Sometimes, you know, literally. Any- 
way... 

But you can't get over it and she 
sees her new body—and perhaps the 
victory over death symbolized by 
those scars—as more important,than 
your shared sex life. So you're at 
an impasse and the standard advice 
for couples at an impasse—compro- 
mise—just won't cut it. (“Maybe just 
one implant, honey? The left one was 
’) The only 
other compromise is so obvious and 


always my favourite...’ 


unsatisfactory—would she consider 
wearing her fake breasts to bed every 
now and then?—that you've probably 
already discussed and/or tried it. So 
like, I’m really flailing around here 
In fact, my flailing was so obvious 
that a coworker—a straight guy—no- 
ticed and asked what was up 

“Isn't that why God invented dog 
gystyle?” 


your letter, 


he said, after I read him 


“Just man up and turn 


180-702 


1-900 Pricing Options! 
CALL NOW 1-900-528-2543 


oO ON the Go? Dial #CLICK™ (#25425) 
#| Only 79¢/minute. Available on Bell, Rogers™ & Fido 


TELL US THAT'S QUITE CLOSE 


her over, dude 

That ain't much, | realize, but I’m 
afraid it's the best advice you're going 
to get today. Thank you for playing 
Savage Love, IMHB, and good luck 


I watched a video of your recent 
appearance on Real Time with 
Bill Maher and you appeared to be 
wearing a Queen's University en- 


gineering jacket. 1 was a Queen's 


med school student and am now 
an emergency doctor at the same 
university and have seen those 
jackets around for the past de- 
cade—where did you get that? Did 
you go to Queen’s? Or are you just 
showing your loyalty to a country 
that recognizes your marriage? 

Kari At Queen's University 
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MIND BLOWING CHAT 


Hours of explicit chat with sexy locals 


CALL NOW! 


DN) NERO) | 


780-702-4489 


900-528-1122 at $20/30 min. NEW! nightexchange.com 
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DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 






Edmonton 
780-6 


questchat.com 
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MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

FEW COUPLES CAN SUSTAIN 
A RELATIONSHIP ON NOTHING 
BUT PHONE CALLS, E-MAILS, 
AND WEEKEND VISITS 





“They're bad, they don’t work, and 

OT, BASES they should be outlawed!” Safe to say 
g Lae you're not really in favour of long- 

distance relationships, then? 


“It’s just that so much of the nature 
of a relationship is communication 
and support,” my anti-long-distance- 
amour friend explains, “and you can’t 


Calgary 


t 403-770-0990 


) Other Cities 
1-888-482-8282 


Dial #CHAT (#2428) with Bell, 
Rogers or Fido. cats cost 79¢/min’ 


Mobile pay, text “QUEST” to 77003 
~~ $5.00/10min 


ms 1-900-548-4444 


“Free vial not applicable to #CHAT calls No Rability. 18-+. Restrictions may apply. tPlus airtime for Rogers Fido. 








Long Distance 
Charges May Apply 


tell me that doesn’t get compromised 
over long distance.” 

So much for all that “absence 
makes the heart grow fonder” crap. 
Or maybe he’s just bitter. 

I don't really blame him. It's tough 
when your girlfriend bails on the re- 
lationship for something as trivial as 
her future. “I just felt 1 had no say in 
the matter,” he admits. And the fact 
that she decided school was more im- 
portant than him. was a bit deflating. 
They tried the long-distance thing for 
a while. It just ended up turning into 
a long-distance—and subsequently 
very expensive—breakup. 

I lasted a month in my one and 
only long-distance relationship. | 


too bailed on the relationship to go 
to Montreal for school. I couldn't 
bridge the distance gap. He came to 
see me one weekend from Toronto 
and | knew it was over. Just like that 
I spent the whole weekend trying 
to come up with excuses for why | 
didn’t want to have sex. 

We'd spent every day together be- 
fore I left. He knew about everything 
that was going on in my life. Then 
I embarked on this big change, and 
I felt like there was just no way he 
could understand and be there for 
me in the same way. Letters and 
phone calls only reveal so much. We 
didn’t have e-mail yet. He suddenly 
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780-663-6565 


1-900-561-5555 | mobile Pay, text “SCORE” to 


felt like a stranger. 

That's part of the problem with cor 
respondence relationships: you can’t 
stick your hand up any old time and 
ask questions. That extra second of 
silence on the phone is automatically 
filled with doubt and questions when 
the person is probably just trying to 
dig a resistant booger out of his nos¢ 
or doing something equally meaning 
less. This is particularly pronounced 
in overseas calls—heavy discussions 
don’t work with an echo. 

The long-distance romance is one 
of the great relationship tests. It can 
spell the beginning of the end or, if 
you move away and suddenly real 
ize you can’t live without the other 


THAT EXTRA SECOND OF SILENCE ON THE OTHER END OF THE PHONE 
IS AUTOMATICALLY FILLED WITH DOUBT AND QUESTIONS WHEN 
THE PERSON IS PROBABLY JUST TRYING TO DIG A RESISTANT BOOGER 
OUT OF HIS NOSE OR DOING SOMETHING EQUALLY MEANINGLESS. 


person, the beginning of the begin 
ning. It’s not a guarantee but chances 
are that the more time you've had to 
build something before one of you 
takes off—I’m sorry: “moves away”- 
the more durable the relationship 
will be from afar. 

A close friend is struggling with 
this very issue. She's been involved 
with a guy for a little over a month 
and he’s about to take a job in an- 
other city, less than two hours away 
He has said unequivocally (and obvi 
ously speaking from bad experience) 
that he won't get involved in a long- 
distance thing. She finds it harder to 
accept that geography is going to end 
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SAVAGE (cont’d from page 45) 


I did not attend Queen's University, 
KAQU. The jacket was a gift from 
a friend because... well, isn’t it obvi- 
ous? 

And while we're on the subject of 
all things Canadian, I said something 
on Real Time that seems to have up- 
set all those normally placid, easy- 
going French-speaking Canadians. 
While discussing the hyperreligiosity 
of the American electorate, | made 
this observation: “Australia got the 
convicts. Canada got the French, We 
got the Puritans. We're stuck with 
them.” 

“| was very pleased to see that you 
are putting French-Canadians on the 
same level as the Australian con- 
victs,” writes JNR of Montreal. “As a 
matter of fact, a few of these convicts 
came from Quebec, from where they 
were banished after the 1837-38 riot. 
But please don’t compare us to the 
Puritans.” 

For the record: It was a compli- 
ment, Quebec. What I meant, of 
course, was that Australia was lucky 
to get the convicts, Canada was lucky 
to get the French, while we got stuck 
with the fucking Puritans and their 
sex-hating, Jesus-freaking, GOP-vot- 
ing descendants. 

In fact, I'll prove how much I love 
French-speaking Canada by offering 
English-speaking Canada this deal: 
The sane people in the United States 
will happily trade you the Bible Belt 
for Quebec. We'll take those con- 
tentious secessionist headaches off 
your hands, and all those bilingual 
street signs, if you'll take the 22 per- 
cent of our country that still believes 
George W. Bush is doing a good job. 
You get Mike Huckabee and Gary 
Bauer; we get Justin Trudeau and 
Antoine Vermette. We get all your 
hot, uncut boys with sexy accents 
from Montreal; you get all our slope- 
shouldered, slack-jawed yokels from 
Mississippi. 

Do we have a deal? 


I love your column, and am sure 


you've already gotten a million e- 
mails about Oklahoma State Rep- 
resentative Sally Kern and her 
hateful gay-bashing video on You- 
Tube. She's deplorable and other 
people deserve to know about her 
hating ways 


Justine 
“I'm not anti, I'm not gaybashing,” 
Sally Kern says on her now-infa 


mous audio recording, before she 
goes on to say that homosexuality 
is “the biggest threat that our na- 
tion has, even more so than terror, 
ism. Or Islam, which I think is a big 
threat.” Nice. Then after exposing 
early childhood education for what 
it is—a gay plot, dontcha know—Sally 
bemoans the fact that “gays are infil- 
trating city councils.. they are win- 
ning elections!” We certainly are, 
Sally, because infiltrating city coun- 
cils—and school boards and state 
legislatures—isn't just for right-wing 
Christian bigots anymore 

Decent folks are wunderstand- 
ably angry with Ms. Kern. But in- 
stead of sending Sally an angry 
e-mail—excuse me, I mean in addi- 
tion to sending her an angry e-mail 
(sallykern@okhouse.gov)—make 
Sally's worst nightmares come true 
Patrick Flaherty is running for alder- 
man in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He's 
won an eight-way primary with 32 
percent of the vote on February 19 
and the general election is coming 
right up on April 1. 

If you're pissed at Sally Kern, 
don’t just send her an angry e-mail 
Help make her worst nightmares 
come true by sending a campaign 
contribution to Patrick Flaherty— 
who has been endorsed by Mil- 
waukee's mayor, the Victory Fund, 
and others—by going to his website: 
www-.patricknewleadership.com. 


Download Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
www.thestranger.com/savage 
mail@savagelove.net 








VOGELS (cont’d from page 46) 


something she thinks is pretty great, 
and that he isn't willing to change his 
entire life to be with her. “It drives 
home the fact that you're not impor- 
tant enough to make them stay,” she 
Says, cringing. 

1 do know people who managed 
to pull off a long-distance romance. 
One friend carried on a seven-year 
relationship during which they lived 
in the same city for only one of those 
years. Now they live together (in the 
same city) and have a kid. 

Being in different cities fosters in- 
dependence in the relationship, says 
(hopes?) one friend, just new to love 
from afar. “You remember you had 
your own life, and you get the taste 
of being single again—that ego boost 
when people are attracted because 
you're out on your own.” 

Of course, the other person is 





get-ting the same thing. And while 
you're stuck in the same old city, 
they're in a new environment where 
a little sexual attraction might be just 
the thing they need to feel welcome. 
With all those nights alone, the con- 
stant threat of infidelity is another 
big challenge to the long-distance re- 
lationship. “That long-distance feel- 
ing” only goes so far. 

You can learn to appreciate each 
other, and not just sexually. “I 
realized how much | counted on 
seeing her every day,” says one half 
of the last couple I mentioned. The 
other half agrees that continuity 
is a big issue. “When you see only 
see each other once a month, there 
is such a pressure for you to get 
along—for everything to be smooth 
and wonderful—that there's no time 
to fight.” 
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130. Coming Events 


Edmonton Pop Culture Fair. 
Sunday March 30, 2008. Ed- 
monton Aviation Heritage Centre 
11410 Kingsway Ave. 10 am 
4:30pm. Records, toys, comics 
and more! Admission $5 Seniors 
and kids 12 & under free! Door 
Prizes! Free Parking! Visit 
Www.popculturefair.com 





WELCOME TO EDMONTON'S 
National Stamp Show, Fantasy- 
land Conference Centre (3rd floor 
Europa Boulevard), West Ed- 
monton Mall. March 28 (Noon - 5 
p.m.); March 29 (10 am. - 5 
p.m.); March 30 (10 am. - 4 
p.m.). Stamp dealers, competitive 
sexhibits, children’s _ activities, 
evaluations of stamp collections. 
, All free. Details at www.edmon- 
tonstampclub.com. 


EEE 


Save-On dntn, March 11, 
10pmiish. You chose the red to- 
matoes, but forgot to introduce 
yourself. Caught a smile in the 
isle but you were too far ahead of 
me. volyat @hotmail.com 


190. Announcements 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Have trou- 
ble getting a job or travelling to 
the United States? We can clear 
your name, we'll guarantee it! 


1 Saw You 





Pardons/waivers. Toll free 
1-800-507-8043; www.pardon- 
granted.ca. 

FARMERS AND ACREAGE 


Owners. Help ARRGO meet the 
world wide demand by growing a 
Medicinal Herb called Rhodiolia 
rosea. For info visit www.arr- 
go.ca. Call 780-983-0199. 


00. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to 
own your own pet food business, 
tumkey for under $10K. For more 
information call toll free 
1-877-738-3287 ext. 217 or visit 
www.ripleesranch.com. 





BE A Travel Consultant from 
home, Internet based, huge dis- 
counts on resorts, airfare, cruis- 
es. (Your own business, full train- 
ing) Must be dependable; 
http://www.holiday4life.com 
250-749-6918 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
interim financing, home _ pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 
Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members 
1-780-452-5858. 


THE UPS STORE® - Franchise 
opportunity available. Join Cana- 
da’s largest network of neigh- 
bourhood business service cen- 


tres. To leam more visit 
www.theupsstore.ca or call 
1-800-661-6232. 


WANT SOMETHING NEW? Ex- 
citing? H-TRIO has products and 
home-based business opportu- 
nities for your heart, health and 
home. Let me tell you more. Lau- 


rie Ellis 403-969-0031; _Ilel- 
lis@shaw.ca. 
400. Courses/Classes 


Make money with your voice! Any 
level. Workshops, demos, private 
available. 718-4394 or 
www.creatingvoices.ca 


9700. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


410. Education/Training 


MARITIME DRILLING Schools 
entry-level training for land and 
offshore oilrigs. Excellent wages, 
benefits and opportunities to trav- 
el the world. March 31 - April 
19/08; April 28 - May 7/08. Con- 
tact 1-866-807-3960; 
www.mdslimited.ca. 


Support Groups 


TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription. Work from 


home. 99% employment rate. 
Contact CanScribe today for a 
free information package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com / info@can- 
scribe.com 

005. Help Wanted 


Automotive Technician Required 
for Shop At Yellowhead Trail. 
Full Time Job. Wages 
$20-$30/hr. Contact Bogdan 
297-2979 or 456-6672. 





Busy downtown salon/spa re- 
quires receptionists. Please 
send resume to: 


management@ carriel.ca 





MAKE MONEY while you sleep. 
Perfect for stay-at-home moms 
Online global business. Proven 
system, fully automated. Take 
our tour at www.onlinejet- 
stream.com. 


NEED EXTRA CASH? Geta 
$1000/ week at home stuffing 
envélopes. Rush self addressed 
stamped envelope to Box 3861, 
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1 


Help Wanted 












M-time) 


Cooks/Bartenders/Bussers Want- 
ed-for part-time evening and 
weekends employment at New 
City Suburbs. Must be experi- 
enced and able to work solo. 
newcityscott @ gmail.com. 


Original Joe's Restaurant & 
Bar, Hiring Cooks Down- 
town/South side/Stony Plain, 
Competitive Wages, Top Tip Pro- 
gram, Benefits, Free Meals Call 
780-504-5045 ( leave message 
or e-mail 1gordon@original 








A career that feeds the planet — 
and your soul. 


Join the Planet Organic Market team — 

we offer a supportive work environment, 
competitive salaries, generous store discounts 
and excellent opportunities for advancement. 


Currently we have career opportunities for: 
+ Kitchen Manager (full-time) 

+ Deli Supervisor (fu 
* Cooks and Bakers (full-time and part-time) 
Please send your resume to 

careers @planetorganic.ca. For more 
information about Planet Organic Market, 
please visit www.planetorganic.ca 













1005. Help Wanted 


NEW YORK 
BAGEL CAFE 


Full Time / Part Time 
Cooks Needed 


Part Time Kitchen 


Prep Needed, 
Including Evening / 
Weekends 


Apply in person with 
resume between 2—-5pm 


8430 - Gateway Blvd. Calgary Trail 


PIANO TEACHERS or adult pia- 
nists needed to teach MUSIC 
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. A 
comprehensive keyboard based 
program ages 3-10. Call 
1-866-244-9008. _jcaus- 
grove @myc.com for training de- 
tails; www.myc.com 





TA Productions is looking for bi- 
kini waitresses, dancers and en- 
tertainers. Call 455-4666. 
www.tna4u.com 


Web Designer Required 
Assist in the development of 
my Adult Website. All levels of 
website development from start 


-operational status. Assist in 
model searches and internet 
talent auditions. Great $$$ re- 
turn. Material costs covered. 
Call Gary at 952-7778. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


4TH YEAR Journeyman mechan- 
ic. Competitive wages, benefit 
package. Email resume to: 


" frailér@telus.net or fax to 


403-845-2982. Trail Braker 
Trucking 2007 Ltd., Rocky Moun- 
tain House, Alberta. 





A WELL ESTABLISHED GM 
dealer in Penticton, BC has an 
opening for an experienced auto- 
motive salesperson. Enjoy above 
average earning potential and the 
Okanagan weather/lfestyle 
Please fax your resume in confi- 
dence 250-493-7118. 





ACCELL WELL SERVICES is 
currently seeking personnel for 
the positions of: Rig Manager, 
Driller; Derrick & floor hands. Fax 
resume to 780-995-2569 - In- 
clude certificates and driver's ab- 
stract 





ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT. 
Full-time, 3 - 5 years experience 
in accounting. Simply Account- 
ing, Excel, Word and Outlook 
mandatory. Competitive salary 
and benefits package. Email re- 
sume to: _laura.ritchie@ritch- 
iebr.com. 


Help Wanted 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ALL LEVELS of Welders. Offer- 
ing overtime, competitive wages, 
benefits, RRSP’s and apprentice- 
ship opportunities. Apply to: Do 
All Metal Fabricating, Estevan, 
SK. Email: jkorf@doalimetal.com. 
Fax 306-634-8623. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere industrial Equipment deal- 
efs pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada. We are 
also seeking resident technicians 
in Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Wainwright, Camrose, Vegreville, 
Cold Lake, Bonnyville and We- 
taskiwin. Brandt has been recog- 
nized as one of Canada's top 50 
Managed Companies for the past 
3 years. If you want a great ca- 
reer with a rapidly growing and 
dynamic company, send your re- 
sume to; Brandt Tractor Ltd. At- 
tention: Greg Davidson, 10630 - 
176 St, Edmonton, AB, T5S 
1M2. Fax 780-489-6891; cack- 
land @ brandttractor.com. 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, 
Europe - Agriventure offers jobs 
for people 18 - 30 with agricultu- 
ral experience to live/work with 
the farm families. For details and 
cost contact 1-800-263-1827; 
www.agriventure.info. 


AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN or 
experienced apprentice required 
for General Motors dealership in 
central Alberta. Relocation assis- 
tance may be provided. Full 
medical plan, good wages and 
bonus. Please forward resume 
to: Service Manager, c/o Western 
Chev Pontiac GMC, Box 398, 











Drumheller, AB, TOJ OYO. Fax 
403-823-7237. Email: westem- 
chev @gmcanada.com. 

1005. Help Wanted 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


AUTOBODY TECHNICIAN. re- 
quired. Must be a self-starter and 
possess a positive attitude. Start- 
ing wage $22. - $25. depending 
on experience. We offer a life- 
style any outdoorsman would 
love, hunting, fishing, quadding 
and sledding all half way be- 
tween Edmonton and Jasper, Al- 
berta. This could be the lifestyle 
change you are looking for. Fax 
780-723-6134. Email: 
chadb @ bannisteredson.com. 


AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN re- 
quired immediately. Very busy 
modem shop, all new equipment, 
pleasant work environment. GM 
experience preferred but not re- 
quired. We are growing every 
year. Career advancement train- 
ing opportunity. Great recreation 
area nearby, golf, hunting, camp- 
ing, fishing. Top wages in Sas- 
katchewan with bonuses. Signing 
bonus. Relocation allowance, 
company health benefits. Apply 
to Sheane Bimie, Service Man- 


ager, Carlyle Motor Products 
Ltd., Box 1000, Carlyle, SK, SOC 
ORO. Email: service @ carly- 
legm.ca. Phone daytime 
1-306-453-6741 or evening 
1-306-577-7220 (cell). 

BISON TRANSPORT requires 
professional Class 1 drivers. 


Turnpike, regional and long haul 
positions available. Excellent 
pay, benefits, regular home time 
and more. Contact us _ today! 
1-800-GO BISON. 


CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE Officer 
required in Granum, Alberta. The 
requirements and contact infor- 
mation for this position can be 


viewed at www.townolgra- 
num.com. 
1005. Help Wanted 


Burcay 
OTASSURANCE 
eu CANADA 


Insueance 
Bureau 
OF CARADA 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


BAKERY/DEL! MANAGER, High 
Level Super A. Reporting directly 
to the Store Manager, the Bak- 
ery/Deli Manager is responsible 
for all aspects of successfully 
managing the Bakery/Deli depart- 
ment. Previous knowledge of 
gross margins, department pro- 
cedures, expense control, train- 
ing, as well as excellent customer 
service and interpersonal skills 
are required. Applicants must 
possess previous retail experi- 
ence in a food store, combined 
with exceptional skills in manag- 
ing people. The successful candi- 
date must be able to demonstrate 
initiative and strong leadership 
skills. A minimum Grade 12 Di- 
ploma (or equivalent) and a 
Clean Security Clearance is also 
required, If you have the skills 
and abilities to meet our expecta- 
tions, forward your resume in 
confidence to: Store Manager, 
High Level Super A, 10300 - 103 
Ave., High Level, AB, TOH 1Z0. 
Fax 780-926-4620. Email:  ty- 
rone,parislau@tgp.ca. Only those 
applicants considered for an in- 
terview will be contacted. 


BODYSHOP MANAGER _ re- 
quired. Looking for an individual 
who is a self-starter and willing to 
grow a Bodyshop. Successful 
candidate will have industry ex- 
perience and eam a compensa- 
tion package worth six figures. If 
you are ready for a_ positive 
change please call Chad Bannis- 
ter at Bannister GM_ in Edson, Al- 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


CROP TECHNICIAN/MANAGER 
year round position required for 
Progressive grain farm. Housing, 


bonuses and health plan 
available. Aylesbury, Sk, 
306-734-7885; —_lagrantenterpris- 
es@yahoo.com. 


ORIVER. Class 1 licence. Good 
wages, scheduled days off, bene- 
fits, full-time. Only foothills expe- 
rience need apply. Trail Braker 
Trucking 2007 Ltd., Rocky Moun- 
tain House, Alberta. Email re- 
sume: trailbr@ telus.net. 


EXPERIENCED — Reporter/Editor 
needed for weekly newspaper in 
Flagstaff County. Camera, vehi- 
cle provided. Wages based on 





experience. Email resume and 
feferences to Kerry at from- 
ka @telusplanet.net. 


FAST TELEPHONE Reconnect 
Great low rates and outstanding 
service! Free voicemail with con- 
nection! Calling cards available 
Don't wait - call now! Phone Fac- 
tory Reconnect 1-877-336-2274 
www.phonefactory.ca. 


FREE HOOKUP. Need a phone? 
Everyone approved. Not happy 
with your current phone provider? 
Switch for free and keep your 
same number. 1-877-852-1122 
Protel Reconnect. 








FULL-TIME BAKER; Meat Cutter 
in Vermilion and Wainwright, Al- 
berta. Experience required. Good 
references. Apply: Eastalta Co- 
op Ltd., Attention: Dave, 5013 - 
51 Ave., Vermilion, AB, T9X 1B2 
Phone 780-853-5335. 





berta, 1-888-227-0566. Fax 
780-723-6134. Email: 
chadb @ bannisteredson.com. 

EMERALD TRUCKING, High 


Prairie, Alberta is currently seek- 
ing Class 1 Drivers, Vacuum 
Truck Operators and Heavy Duty 
Mechanics. Fax resume to 
780-523-5833. 


1005. Help Wanted 


Opportunity For Summer Employment 
From May To September, 2008 


EVENT CREW MEMBERS 


Are you the kind of person people are naturally drawn to? 
Do your friends look to you to plan social events? 
Would you enjoy working outdoors this summer? 


Insurance Bureau of Canada is looking for four (4) enthusiastic 
university or college students to staff the 2008 D.U.M.B. Struck 
Tour as it travels throughout Alberta this summer. The tour will 
travel to fairs and festivals to stage educational and entertaining 
road safety and injury prevention demonstrations. 


Working as a team, the crew will be responsible for equipment, 
signage and displays including set up and tear down, on-site 
operation of displays and interacting with the public. They will 
work 40 hours per week, including weekends, from May 8 to 
August 31 and will be paid $18.00 per hour. In September, the 
positions change to weekends only. Crew members are not 


required to drive. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
* Team player with strong communication skills 

© Highly motivated individuals who are not afraid of hard work 
* Live or have accommodations in Edmonton 

* Able to travel and work weekends 
* Internet, e-mail and video game experience an asset 


PLEASE FORWARD YOUR RESUME TO: kelly@kelconsulting.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT: www.ibc.ca 





FULL-TIME MEAT cutter/butcher. 
Monday to Friday. Wages nego- 
tiable. Benefit plan. Willing to 
train. Phone Provost Packers, 
Provost, Alberta, 780-753-2415 
or fax 780-753-2413, 





GAME BIRD Technician re- 
quired. Immediate opening for 
permanent production and rear- 
ing technician. Past experience 
necessary. Email resume to. 
pheasant @canadianpheas- 
ant.com or call 403-362-4122. 





GAS UTILITY Operator/Gasfitter 
or Labourer/Apprentice required 
Crossroads Gas Co-op located in 
Innisfail is accepting applications 
for Gas Utility Operator/Gasfitter 
or person willing to apprentice 
Experience with utility construc- 
tion, backhoe or trencher opera- 
tion an asset. Applicants require 
a valid Class 5 licence. This is a 
full-time position offering benefits 
and pension package. #4 - 5112 - 
47 Ave., Innisfail, AB, T4G 1P8. 
Attention: Field Manager. Fax 
403-227-5750. Email: jmar- 
cin @telusplanet.net. 


GM TECHNICIAN REQUIRED. 
Must be a self-starter and pos- 
sess a positive attitude. Starting 
wage $30. - $34. depending on 
experience. We offer a lifestyle 
any outdoorsman would love, 
hunting, fishing, quadding and 
sledding all half way between Ed- 
monton and Jasper, Alberta. This 
could be the lifestyle change you 


are looking for. Fax 
780-723-6134. Email: 
chadb@ bannisteredson.com. 


GRAPHIC DESIGNER WANTED 
for busy weekly newspaper. 
Quark CS3 experience would be 
cool. Fax resume to 
780-826-7062 or email: produc- 
tion @bonnyville.greatwest.ca. 


JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more, Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. Free. Visit: 
www.awna.com/resumes_add, 


LICENSED HEAVY DUTY Me- 
chanic required for truck/trailer 
and heavy equipment service. 
Located in Vermilion area. 
C.V.I.P. experience is necessary 
for this position, Benefit, RRSP 
plan, competitive wages. Apply: 
Box A c/o Vermilion Standard, 
4911 - 50 Ave., Vermilion, AB, 
T9X 1A6. 


SMOKY RIVER EXPRESS in 
Falher, located in the Peace 
Country, has an immediate open- 
ing for a general reporter. Fax re- 
sume to 780-837-2585 or email: 
_srexpres @telus.net. 
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KINETIC PROJECTS is a pre- 
mier construction and mainte- 
nance firm providing Services for 
Oil & Gas, Utility and Power, Pet- 
rochemical and Forestry indus- 
tries. Kinetic offers a restructured 
work environment, permanent 
positions, and NEW enhanced 
rates. We are a Merit company 
offering a comprehensive benefit 
plan. Kinetic is currently seeking 
the following individuals to join 
our Ponoka Fabrication Facility & 
Field Services Division. B PRES- 
SURE & STRUCTURAL WELD- 
ERS. PIPEFITTERS & ELECTRI- 
CIANS (Journeyman and Ap- 
prentice) SKILLED LABOUR- 
ERS. Day/night shifts (Night Shift 
Premiums “Shop") Qualified ap- 
plicants are invited to apply on- 
line at www.kinproj.ab.ca (career 
link) Fax 1-866-466-6355. Apply 
in person at our JOB FAIR booth, 
Westerner Park (4847A - 19 St.) 
Red Deer, March 26, 2008, While 
we thank all applicants, only 
those applicants selected for in- 
terviews will be contacted. Gemi- 
ni Corporation is listed on the 
TSX Venture Exchange under 
the symbol GKX. 


LOOKING FOR an apprentice or 
joumeyman automotive service 
tech. Are you looking to get away 
from the high cost of living? We 
offer top industry wages with a 
benefit package. For more info 
contact Shaunavon GM. Phone 
306-297-2772. Fax 
306-297-2224. Email: ryan.shau- 
navongm @sasktel.net. 


MIXED FARM RANCH requires 
full-time help. Southwestern Al- 
berta. Valid drivers licence with 
Class 1 or ability to obtain. Excel- 
lent machinery and facilities. 
Preferably married, housing 
available, sepafate yard. Excel- 
lent community schools. Fax re- 
sume 403-646-5988. Attention: 
Don; lowerneh@xplornet.com. 

SERVICE ADVISOR/Tower Op- 
erator required immediately. In- 
credible wage opportunity with a 
great benefits package. Strong 
customer service skills a must, 
technical knowledge and Ford 
warranty experience needed. 
Come join our winning team to- 
day. Please email/fax resume to 
Dan or Cory at djubinville@du- 
charmemotors.com. 
780-826-7430. Please include 
how your experience can have a 
positive impact on our business. 


SERVICE TECHNICIAN for ma- 
tine, ATV, snowmobile dealer- 
ship. Year round employment. 
Excellent working environment. 
Benefits and bonus programs. 
Top remuneration for talented in- 


dividual. Ecko Marine 
780-924-3255. Fax 
780-924-3257, Email: 


marv@eckomarine.com. 





TEL STAR Motor Inn in Brooks, 
Alberta has an opening for ma- 
ture couple or individual to man- 
age 52 unit motel. Successful 
candidate will be honest, able to 
manage staff, have good custom- 
er relations and reliable, Experi- 
ence an asset. Good wage and 
living accommodations. Criminal 
check may be done. Fax resume 
to 1-403-395-3334. 





THRIVING 81 SEAT Dairy 
Queen (land, business & build- 
ing) in Bonnyville, Alberta, heart 
of oil country. Price reduced - 
owners anxious to sell! Call Mau- 
fice at 780-812-0929, Re/Max 


Bonnyville Realty. 


TIRE MAN REQUIRED for Tire- 
craft in Grande Cache. Phone 
780-827-3224 or fax 
780-827-4278. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


DISTRESS LINE, Youthone.com 
Crisis Chat volunteers get excel- 
lent training, career-related skill 
development, rewarding experi- 
ence and ensure those in need 
will have someone there to 
listen when life hurts. Call the 
Support Network 732-6648 or 
www. thesupportnetwork.com 


Do you like to drive? Volunteer to 
drive frail but walking seniors 
around Edmonton. Daytime 
Mon-Fri, We Pay the gas! 
732-1221 








Do you love to cook? Robertson 
Wesley United Church (in Oliver) 
is looking for a special person 
who would love to make dinner 
for 75-100 homeless once a 
month, every month on the sec- 
ond Saturday. Well equipped 
kitchen, everything supplied, sim- 
ple meals, lots of volunteers to 
help, and a great feeling of satis- 
faction when the diners gratitude 
is evident. Contact Heather at 
455-7904, 554-5568 or at NAIT 
at 378-1286. 





Dogs with Wings is looking for 
PUPPY RAISERS that can pro- 
vide a loving home for a 1 year 
commitment, no previous training 
needed.t Call 944-8011 to see if 
you have what it takes! 





Ever thought volunteering was for 
the dogs? Try volunteering with 
your pet - call Deanna 413-4682 
(www.pettherapysociety.com) 





Exposure: Edmonton’s Queer 
Arts and Culture Festival seeks 
steering committee volunteers, 
Visit www.exposurefestival.ca 





Heart Campaign: Kit assemblers, 
between now and February 2008 
we need you! Suit your schedule 
days/evenings/or weekends. If 
you are available for three (3) or 
more hours per week, for three or 
more weeks, call the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation now and ask 
for Karen or Laura at 451-4545, 


HELP to broadcast news nationally 
for the blind and print-restricted! 
Email: edmonton@ 
voiceprintcanada.com, 451-8331. 


HOME CARE volunteers visit 
isolated neighbors, go for walks, 
help with errands. Call Capital 
Health Home Care 496-1300 


Edmonton Fashion Week is look- 
ing for models both male and fe- 
male. Go See to be held on 
March 15th, 2008 and March 29, 
2008. Both Go See dates are to 
be held from 5-7pm at Planet Ze. 
10055-80th Avenue. For more 
information please check out 
www.edmontonfashionweek.com. 





Looking for Local artists to do- 
nate art for charity auction for 
www.ihuman.org for June. 
Please contact Jeannette ASAP 
jegan@ualberta.ca 





Teens 15-19. The Citadel is ac- 
cepting applications for musi- 
cians, performers, artists and vol- 
unteers for Teens @ the Turn 
Cabaret. www.citadelthea- 
tre.convteens. 


2010. Musicians Available 


Bass Player Available, extensive 
pro experience, pro gear, backing 
vocals etc, t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 





Female rock vocalist seeks to 
join band, Infl; classic rock. Call 
Phoenix 421-1076 





Female vocalist looking to join a 
band, country, rock or blues, you 
can reach me at (780) 233-6597 
or char_cox@hotmail.com 





Singer into Turbonegro and 
AC/DC available. Call Dick Dela- 
ware at 489-7628. 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


19yr old female singer songwriter 
looking for musicians to work 
with. Folk/rock music mostly 
acoustic, must be interested in 
live shows. Call Steph 
780-910-0110. 





Bass and drummer wanted for 
P/T country/rock band. Vocals an 
asset. 937-3159, 





Make a difference in your com- 
munity...ElderCare Edmonton is 
looking for volunteers to help with 
daily activities such as crafts, 
card games and socializing. If 
you can spare a few hours each 
week and would like to have fun, 
call 434-4747 Ext.4 


Take advantage of this volunteer 
experience of a lifetime! Become 
a friend to a NEW Canadian and 
share a life changing experience. 
Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
P-A.L.S. Project Adult Literacy 
Society. We are looking for Vol- 
unteer Tutors to work with adult 
students in the Literacy Program, 
Training and materials are pro- 
vided. Schedules are flexible. For 
more information, contact 
PALS. (780)424-5514. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Call to Artists: Looking to sell 
your handmade wares? 

Do you make Cool, Unique, or 
Funky Handmade Goods? 

Then you should be part of the 
Spring Stop and Shop-Edmon- 
ton's Hippest, 3 day Artisan Mar- 
ket (May 16-18@the Transalta 
Arts Bams) featuring local de- 
signers, boutiques, as well as 
DJ's and performers to create an 
uplifting and extraordinary shop- 
ping experience. Supporting our 
Local Artists and community. Ap- 
plications and info available: 
www.stopandshopshow.com. 


Edmonton Fashion Week is look- 
ing for dancers, musicians and 
performers. Auditions to be held 
on March 15, 2008 and March 
29, 2008. Both auditions will be 
held from 5-7 pm at Planet Ze 
Design Center located at 
10055-80th Avenue. For more 
information please check out 
www.edmontonfashionweek.com 


Edmonton Fashion Week is look- 
ing for models. Final Go See to 
be held on March 30, 2008 Sun- 
day from 1-5 pm at Planet Ze De- 
‘sign Center located at 
10055-80th Avenue. Auditions 
for musicians, dancers and per- 
formers will also be held on 
March 30, 2008 from 1-5 at Plan- 
et Ze. For more information 
please check out www.edmon- 
tonfashionweek.com 


Fringe production looking for 
male and female actors. Play: 








_ _Hamletmachine by Heiner Muller. 


For audition info contact Alyssa 
@ 432-3747. 
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Bass player needed for origi- 
nal/covers trio. Please be seri- 
ous and professional. Positive 
energy required. Contact 
860-8277. 


BASS PLAYER seeking coun- 
try/rock band for fulltime touring 
or steady weekend work. Contact 
Brett at 722-9907 or 429-1246. 


BASS PLAYER WANTED. Origi- 
nal 3-piece modern rock project 
seeks bass player to join sing- 
er/guitar (30) and drums (36). In- 
fluences: Radiohead, Kill- 
ers,Smashing Pumpkins, Cold- 
play, Fall Out Boy. Contact 
evan,jones @hotmail.com 





Bass player wanted for original 
rock and blues band. 
780-636-3171. 





Bluegrass 5 string banjo pick- 
er/guitarisV vocalist seeking blue- 
grass pickers to start a band in 
the edmonton area. ryan.ea- 

vis @gmail.com 


Classic Metal Band Needs Sec- 
ond Guitarist. Must Be Able to 
Play and Have Professional Atti- 
tude and Gear. No Posers, Egos 
or Addicts. Call Dean. 461-1932 


oMIThy 


MUSIC 


Recording Studio 
$132 / Song 
For aS Plece Band 


$50 / Song 
For Vocalist and Single Instrument 


457-6495 


Established punk metal band ALL 
ELSE FAILS seeking new bass 
player. Must have killer vox (sing- 
ing + screaming), gear, and be 
able to tour extensively. Call Bar- 
rett @ 221-7413 or Brent @ 
902-4551. 


Experienced bagpipe instructor 
seeks guitar instructor for even 
trade. I'll teach you to play the 
pipes and you teach me to play 
guitar. Please respond to tork- 
tumlare @ yahoo.com 


FREE SET OF STRINGS with 
Guitar setup. St. John's Music 
10452 Mayfield Road. 

(780) 452-4810 


GUITARISTS, BASSISTS, Pia- 











Get Paid to Play Your Music 
Warehouse Nightclub Now 
Booking Live Acts. 
Call to Book Your Band Today. 
Contact: Jake at 292-0675 or 
lan at 966-6848 


GhostWood Studio 
Demo/Album Recording 
780-722-4537 
www.ghostwoodstudio.ca 


Guitarist/singer looking for drum- 
mer and bassist for original work. 
Heavy style, no 80's rockers. Aa- 
ron 474-7076 





Indie pop band Failing Esther is 
looking for keyboard player. 
www.myspace.convfailingesther. 
780-945-7555. 





Local rock n roll three piece, Vis 
Vitalis, now searching for mon- 
ster vocal front. The real deal 
looking for same. mys- 
pace.com/visvitalis 





Musicians, Dancers, Artists of all 
types wanted for photo project. 
Will trade sitting time for pho- 
to/headshots. Call Robert 
780-916-4662. 


Musicians, Dancers, Artists of all 
types wanted for photo project. 
Will trade sitting time for pho- 
tos/head shots. Call Robert 
780-916-4662 





NEEDED: Talented singer and 
percussionist, E-mail adammy- 
lesc@ yahoo.com 





Non-profit organization is looking 
to recruit a creative local musi- 
cian or band to work (jam) with a 
talented, experienced, keyboard 
and accordion player who is visu- 
ally impaired. Dave knows over 
200 songs and learns new songs 
quickly by ear. Dave plays most- 
ly oldies music but likes just 
about anything. Dave wants to 
be part of a fun band and jam 
with other talented musicians 
Contact Ben at 918-5608 or 

ben @skillsedm.com 





Singer/Front man wanted for 
original bluesy rock and blues 
band. Has good catalogue of 
songs. 780-636-3171 





Strong female vocalist seeking 
experienced country cover band. 
Huge outdoor gig lined up. 
serious inquiries call Candice at 
780-970-8804 


Ultimate tribute Priest/Sabbath/ 
Maiden/ Serious only apply. 
Double kick drummer wanted, 
Know the music Ph. Randy 
479-8766 


Ultimate tribute Priest/Sab- 
bath/Maiden. Serious only apply. 
Bass and rhythm guitar with 
leads wanted ph, 479-8766. 


2040. Music Instruction 


MILLENNIUM MUSIC SCHOOL. 
Teaching Drums, Keys, Guitar, 
Vocals and Songwriting Skills. 
Yes You Can Do It All! Call 
Scott. 438-4355 


Learn Ballroom/Country/Lat- 
in/Swing dance. Professional! In- 
struction.t No partner req'd. Pri- 
vate Lessons Available.t 
995-5149 Wedding Prep. 


ryailie Massage Therapy 


443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
1-780-632-3515 (Vegreville) 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


MOBILE SPA THERAPY & 
INCALL BODYWORK. — by Sue 





2200. Massage Therapy 


SWEDISH-CALIFORNIAN 
massage. 20 years experience. 
Old Strathcona. Also evenings 
and weekends. Almasta 
405-8765 





Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
20 year experienced licensed 
therapist, Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


ALBERTAS LARGEST One-Day 
Consignment Machinery Auction, 
Saturday, April 19, List now for 
full advertising; www.lindstran- 
dauctions.com. 





GRAZING LEASE selling by Auc- 
tion for Dan and lone Smoole. On 
offer will be a 2541.25 +/- acres 
Grazing Lease in the Woodlands 
County. Real Estate is selling in 
conjunction with the Edmonton 
Industrial Sale, March 26 and 27; 
1500 Sparrow Drive Road, Nisku, 
Alberta. For more information call 
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers 
1-800-491-4494 





THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com, 


125. Computers/Software 


Karaoke Songs Online. Over 
10,000 Titles. FREE Player and 
Gift Packs. Singles Start at 
$0.99. http://www.tricera 
soft.com/songs.htm| 


3190. Musical Instruments 


FAST, AFFORDABLE GUITAR 
REPAIRS. Factory trained techni- 
cian. St. John’s Music 10452 
Maytield Road (780) 452-4810 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 


ALL STEEL BUILDINGS for sale! 
“Rock bottom prices!" Widths 
vary from 10’ to 80’. Various 
shapes, heights and lengths. Ca- 
nadian manufacturer since 1980. 
Pioneer 1-800-668-5422 





BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring. New, 
still in plastic. Full warranty. Cost 
$1100.; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650. 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 


FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 
20' sea containers. 5’ X 10' corral 
panels starting at $55. 
403-226-1722; 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 


HOT TUB/SPA 2008 - All op- 
tions, with cover, 2008 model 
with full warranty. Brand new, still 
in wrapper. Cost $8,300. Sacri- 
fice $4,750. Call 403-663-9767. 


IMPROVE YOUR CREDIT! No 
money down! Get a Dell 42” TV, 
PC computer, laptop or Camcor- 
der. Most/apps/accepted; 
www.nationalcomputersdi- 
rect.com or 1-877-226-0660; 


FOAM = Orthopedic 
mattresses. NASA technology. 
Retail $1,500. liquidation price. 
$399. Queen (all sizes available). 





3210. Misc. For Sale 


THE CONTAINER Guy. 20, 40 
and 48' containers. Also Reefers 
available. Weather, bug and ro- 
dent proof for storage. Will deliv- 
er anywhere, Excellent condition. 
Information phone 780-307-4656. 


3220. Misc. Wanted 


WANTED: Collector paying top 
prices for 2cyl. JD's 80, 820, 830 
Series; 3020, 4020 gas, 99 Oli- 
vers, 2150 Cockshutt, D-21 Allis, 
460, 1206, 1468, 1026 Interna- 
tionals and umleys, etc 
306-369-2810; 306-221-5908. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


#1 TIMESHARE RESALES -Sell- 
Buy-Rent. World's largest time- 
share resale broker. Stroman Re- 
alty - since 1979. Worldwide se- 
lection of resort properties. Call 
today toll free 1-800-201-0864. 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or cal) us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722 


3315. Building Supplies 
#1A STEEL building sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 





shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40-year warranty! Free 
shipping first 20 callers! 
1-800-457-2206; www.crown- 


steelbulldings.com. 


MILLED DOUBLE T & G logs, 
saddle notch comers, pre cut to 
fit your plan. Chisum Log Homes, 
Weyakwin, SK. 306-663-5936; 
www.chisumloghomes.com. 


230. Photography 


Freelance Photographer open for 
business. Weddings, Portraits, 
Portfoili and Commercial. For 
fates and details e-mail at rsee- 
leystudio @ hotmail.com or call 
780-977-0312. 


4001. Farm Stuff 


BULL SALE! 99th Annual La- 
combe Bull Sale. One day only. 
Tuesday, April 8. For more infor- 
mation call Peter Grant, Secre- 
tary, Central Alberta Agricultural 
Society, 403-318-4411 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252. 


YOU'VE HEARD about it, now 
come see the Apache Firewood 
Processor at the Farm & Ranch 
Show in Edmonton, Mar. 26 - 29, 
booth #2020; and the Calgary 
Log & Cottage Show April 18 - 
20, booth #305! 1-866-986-0067 
or Www.apacheforest.com. 


5003. Real Estate Misc. 


20° WIDE $99,900. and 16’ wide 
$89,900. plus $5000. rebate from 
Moduline Canada on new homes 
purchased by March 28, 2008. 
Best Buy Homes 
1-877-396-5564. 


$79,900. 16’ WIDES with 18’, 20° 
wides on sale now for immediate 
delivery. 3 months for multi-sec- 
tion homes. A1 Homes, Airdrie 
403-945-4488. Red Deer 
403-314-2244. 


80 ACRE HOBBY farm 1/2 hour 
north of Edmonton. 1632 sq. ft. 
Home c/w 28 X 32 attached gar- 
age, 40 X 60 quonset, great cat- 
tle or horse set up c/w 16 X 32 
bam, fencing, corrals, 3 auto wa- 
terers. Back onto crown land, ex- 
cellent horseback riding, 
quadding or snowmobiling. Call 
780-942-2435, 














METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
Prices! 32" VRIB/36" Toughrib 
Galvalume 





ACREAGES FOR SALE. Will 
subdivide to suit. Lots of spruce 
and pine. 2 1/2 quarters prime 
farm land. 350 acres crop land. 
50 acres bush. 780-675-9185. 


FOAM LAKE AREA, Saskatche- 
Neat doe or eepeo eiers 
exceptional 1820 sq. ft. 
homed 4 tar "Ualagen tage 
workshop, quonset, 24,000 bu 
storage, natural gas, $465,000. 

306-761-0654. 


$$ ______ 
MID WINTER MADNESS. 16 X 
76° $87,250." 20 X 76 
$114,500." 





stock or custom | 
time. 1-800-463-0084; 


Delivery included. All 
Plans 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Buy 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 





SIX WEEK DELIVERY. Single 
wide homes, CSA and Alberta 
approved, Fridge, stove, dish- 
washer standard. From $72,670. 
to $89,970. Sunshine Homes 





Call 1-877-887-2254; 
www.sshomes.ca. 

SIXTY DAY DELIVERY. 2300 
square foot modular. Includes 
fridge, stove, dishwasher, hard- 
wood cabinets, furnace, water 


heater. Starting at $187,520. de- 





livered. Call Sunshine Homes, 
1-877-887-2254; 
www.sshomes,ca. 

WINALTA HOMES Building 


Communities. Now selling - Jut- 
land Ridge in Stony Plain - Light- 
house Pointe in Sylvan Lake - Ju- 
bilee Landing in Sherwood Park 
Home and lot starting at 
$262,900. Winalta Homes 
1-866-960-2112. 





WINALTA HOMES Factory Direct 
Pricing on all in-stock sho- 
whomes. Immediate delivery on a 
great selection of modular and 
manufactured homes. Hurry in 
now! Winalta Homes 
1-866-960-2112. 


SELLS Land For Sale 


CUSTOM HANDCRAFTED, 
natural log shells of talented BC 
Northcoast Logsmiths. Wholesale 
prices. Large diameter Sitka 
Spruce. Some spots for 2008 
summer still open. gnplo- 
ghomes.com, 250-635-1150. 


NEED CASH? Home owner 
mortgage loans. Purchases, re- 
newals, refinances to 100%. Al- 
berta Home Loans inc. Call today 
1-877-568-0929, Jason Pelletier. 
Pay off debt and start saving! 


REAL ESTATE For Sale By Un- 
reserved Auction. Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers 1-800-491-4494 
Hwy 63 Newbrook - 1 Home 
Quarter, 2 Acreages and 22 Par- 
cels of Farmland, Lac La Biche - 
160 +/- acres Owl River frontage, 
1639 +/- acres Grazing Lease. 
Sale Date: April 4. Camrose/Le- 
duc - 1 Home/Quarter, 2 Acreag- 
es and 5 Parcels of Farmland. 
Sale Date: April 12. Realtor; Greg 
Cripps - Remax Central AB - 
403-347-7103. rbauction.com, 





SELLING/BUYING scenic or 
character property? Check 
www.cowboytrailrealty.com. Wa- 
terfront, timbered and view prop- 
erties needed. Expose them into 
lucrative Calgary market. Randall 
Oberick 1-866-637-0087, 
throughout Alberta. 


6100. Cars 


1ST IN CAR LOANS; www.car- 
loanstogo.ca Westem Canada’s 
lowest rates and prices on any 
make any model. Call us first or 
go online for free approval. 
1-888-859-8666. 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
Garth 403-888-5593. Cavalcade 
Auto Acceptance Corp., serving 
Alberta for 16 years. 








CAR CRAZY 150 Antique Classic 
Car Auction, May 2, 3 & 4/08, 


Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! "0" down. O.A.C. Free de- 
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SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 Principle 

6 Early Smashing Pumpkins album 

10 Second in command: abbr. 

14 Cowboy prop 

15 “Joey” actress de Matteo 

16 Reason for a collar 

17 Belly button that tells jokes? 

19 Forever, it seems 

20 Kunta Kinte’s “given” name, in “Roots” 
21 49ers, Rams, etc. 

23 Marinated meat in a tortilla 

26 Kelly who played Faith on “Hope & 
Faith” 

77*__,why didn't | think of that?” 

28 "Win __ With Tad Hamilton!” (2004 
romantic comedy) 

29 Roberto who said “There must be some 
terrible mistake!” in his Oscar speech 

3] Bulk food container 

32 Singing style 

34 Glenlivet manufacturer 

37 “WKRP” actress Anderson 

39 Make smile 

4] 'Do sported in “Semi-Pro” 

42 Hooker, politely 

44 Sound like a ten-pack-a-day smoker 
46 Swimmer Thorpe (known as the 
“Thorped’) 

47 Ben & Jerry's amount 

49 Really slow, on sheet music 

5] Diesel that’s not fuel 

53 "No__ allowed” 

54 Julie of “The Simpsons Movie” 

55 News readers 

5] Bean full of protein 
58"In__ of flowers...” 

59 Acted like a bridge? 


90-DEGREE TURNZ 





ONE LETTER GETS THE SHIFT 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


64 Hideous beast 

65S. island called “The Gathering Isle” 
66 “Rendition” actress Witherspoon 
67 Tums bad 

68 Org, that monitors aircraft accidents 
69 Kind of computer data storage 
DOWN 

1 Bernard, in “The Santa Clause” 

2 Sigma follower 

3QVC rival 

4 Response to “Nice day” 

5 NHL team whose logo is shown howling 
6 Wollongong greeting 

7 Ja Rule producer Gotti 

8 Ushered, ina way 

9 Skate park structures 

10 Some 

11 Preferred drink for a Helsinki 
resident? 

12 Any of a biological fivesome... 

13 ..and one of those five 

18 Kings’ org. 

722 Lorikeet's home 

B“The Tortoise and the Hare,” e.g. 
24“Laters, Luis” 

25 Performance by “Rolling Stone” 
co-founder Wenner? 

26 Department store desk 

29 Crashing sound 

30 2nd Amendment org. 

33 He likes pussy 

35 Get on the soapbox 

36 Blocdmobile volunteer 

38 Charged particle 

40 Took a stool sample? 

43 Take back, in slang 

45 Controller users 

481994 “Saturday Night Live” 
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movie spinoff on many “Worst Of" lists 
50 Stayed away from 

5] Reason for amedal 

52__ Montoya (“The Princess Bride” role) 
54°_-Tiki” 

56 Paint swatch options 

57 ignore 

60 Refreshed sounds 

6] The Who's “Love, Reign__ Me” 

62 Network that once aired the “Cartoon 
Express” 

63 President pro__ 

©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@ 
jonesincrosswords.com) 

65 “That girl?” 

©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords 
(editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 
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THEY SAY IT'S TO PROTECT 
POOR WRETCHED SOULS 
FROM A DEGRADING, 

EXPLOITATIVE TRANSACTION) 















«FROM ENTERING INTO A J THIS IS A 
FREE MARKET CONTRACT ° T! 


JO PERFORM A GeRvice! 


SO WE INVEST THE POWER. 
OF THE STATE INTO CRIMINAL 
LAWS TO PROTECT HER... 
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YOU'RE FREE TO 
GO, SIR. YOU'VE 
SUFFERED 
ENOUGH & 
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WELTSCHMERZ | Know iSelf 


MY {Self 15 MORE ME THAN T AMS 
ONE AML Eee REISE 
a i e 
UNRELIABLE... ERPOR-PRONE. 


COgMO, YoU SAY YOUR 
VIRTUAL SELF (S 97 PERCENT 
IDENTICAL To YOU... 


NO, I JUST MONITOR THE 
THAT MONITORS 





“MILE MY iSel6 18 97 
PERCENT ME ALL THE TIME! 
Sosa -—Ir Ag 
MY WEB PRESENCE ya 


UT WHAT ABOUT THAT RoguE 
THREE PERCENT? WHAT IF 

(T, LIKE, DATES A NIGERIAN 
PRINCESS AND GIVES HER YOUR 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER? ag 
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weltschmerz.ca - lind@lindtoons.com 





Lord Strathcona’s regiment honours Trooper Michael Yuki Hayakaze, (who was killed in 
Afghanistan on March 2, 2008) in a funeral procession Saturday March 15, 2008. 


Photo by Chul-Ahn Jeong 








FIRST PERSON: EDMONTON STORY - BY MICHAEL MARCHE | 804 words 


A Fork In 
The Road - 


SOME MEMORIES ARE ESPECIALLY SHARP 








I was 11. A perfect clear day. 

Sarah, Matt, and I were walk- 
ing through the back alley between 
our houses, their golden retriever 
running in front of us, chasing the 
stones we kicked after it. We stopped 
to look up and down the pipeline at 
the end, a long straight streak of sky 
surrounded by houses, but even in 
the middle of the city you could feel 
the horizon, out there, drawing you 
in, pulling you up to the top of the 
world. 

Further on we reached our desti- 
nation, a big red and white sign that 
read: “NO TRASSPASSING. VIO- 
LATORS WILL BE PERSECUTED.” 
We slipped by the yawning gate, un- 
der the taut chain or over the wooden 
fence, shiny after so many previous 
butts had rubbed the surface smooth. 
Together, at the edge of the Univer- 
sity of Alberta farm, we stood for 
a moment and looked out over the 
black soil to a waving mass of em- 


erald. They were growing wheat this 
year. One more look to each other 
and a yell: We ran out into it, shoul- 
der-high, pushing through the waves, 
the pressure just like water, jumping 
and bobbing, until we threw our- 
selves down on beds made from the 
green stalks around us. 

For hours we lay there, the dog 
jumping and bouncing about us, 
searching for us as we giggled, and 
talked, and chewed grassy bits from 
the top of the wheat shafts. You had 
to pull them out just so. They had 
a satisfying feel, like the last pop 
of tugging up a nice big earthworm 
whole from the ground, the sound 
like a soft and low squeegee brushing 
across a dirty window. For hours we 
ate these starchy stalks and looked 
up at the sky, Alberta blue with a halo 
of fresh green, blowing in the wind, 
growing up around us. 

We went home in the afternoon, 
suddenly tired from so much peace 


agenda | news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


and quiet, but as soon as we got to 
my yard, there was a strange noise; 
someone was home, long before he 
or she was supposed to be. I opened 
the gate (it always stuck—someone 
should fix that—you had to lift it up, 
carry not push it) and there was my 
father, home from work hours early, 
no shirt, watering the compost heap 
and turning it with a pitchfork 

He turned and, with a mischie- 
vous grin, he turned the hose on us, 
thumbing the spray and shooting us 
from almost 20 feet. Sarah shrieked, 
water shot through the air, Matt 
jumped back, and I got hit with the 
shocking cold blast, right in the face. 

Matt and Sarah ran to get their 
waterguns, I shot into the house to 
get the only gun we owned, a Super 
Soaker I got for my birthday. I rushed 
out into the backyard. Matt and Sar- 
ah were fighting from the back fence, 
failing miserably to stay dry but put- 
ting up a valiant effort. I had to save 
them. My father, standing like a giant 
in the middle of the yard, saw meas I 
dived behind the picnic table, getting 
a blast of cold in the back, squealing 
with delight, terror, and joy. 

Quickly, I devised a plan. If I ran 
around the house, I could get behind 
him and, before he knew it, spray 
him with everything I had. I ran, first 
corner, over the pothole, bounced 
off the tree, threw myself forward, 
second corner, jumped the anthill, 


up onto the cement patio, over a low 


bush— I'd never cleared it before— | 


next corner, leaping from the patio 
Too much—overshot the brick path 
I landed awkwardly in the grass. | 
was fine, it was soft, it should have 


been cut, but it was nice and long, | | 


ran, top speed, his back was to me, a 
ululation rose up inside, I’d outwit- 
ted, outflanked him, the long grass 
felt delicious on my bare feet, I was 
flying across the lawn, I was almost 
there, my father began to turn, a look 
of shock crossed his face—I looked 
down. To see the pitchfork he’d been 
using, lying there amid the green. 

I hit it full on. A tine of that mon- 
strous tool cut through the end of my 
biggest toe and slid, so neatly, three, 
four inches deep. 

I screamed. 

The pain, the whole block of neigh- 
bours standing round, the mad dash 
to the hospital, and that disturbing 
sensation of someone poking, clean- 
ing four inches inside me, those 
memories only solidify that day. Pain 
made the peace and quiet real. Ex- 
traordinary. 

At 28, when I can’t remember peo- 
ple’s names and I worry about just 
how early Alzheimer’s can emerge, 
with so many blank and boring days 
filling up my office life, I enjoy that 
crystal-clear remembered day, of an 
Edmonton sky, surrounded by a halo 
of new wheat, and a bouncing dog. 








Nicola Simpson Khullar Touches Your Dial 
Teleprompter Every Week In SEE 








BOOKS 
UNLIMITED 


Fetish 
Books 


BUY-SELL- TRADE 


+ALTERNATE LIFESTYLE 
+ADULT EROTICA 
BOOKS+VHS+DVD 
+FETISH MAGAZINES 
HOURS 
MTWT 10-6PM 
FRIDAY 10-7PM 
SATURDAY 10-6PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 
HUGE SELECTION 
12411 - 118 Ave. / 453.1034 
FREE PARKING AT BACK ENTRANCE 


Flo Rida 

With You 

Chris Brown 

Apologize 

Timbaland (f. One Republic) 
Piece Of Me 

Britney Spears 

No One 

Alicia Keys 


Crank That 
Soulja Boy 


Elevator 
Flo Rida (f. Timbaland) 


Super Mario 
Bros. Theme 


Don’t Stop The Music 
Rihanna 


Sensual Seduction 


Snoop Dogg 


©) ROGERS 
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EDMONTON 


Abbotsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon Mall 

‘City Centre Mall 
Kingsway Garden Mail 
Londonderry Mail 

Mill Woods Town Centre 


Keep your friends close, oe 


South Edmonton Common 


and your main squeeze closer. eae 


West Edmonton Mall 





= Downtown 
9915 108A Ave, NW 


5914 104 St 


WEST END 


100 - 10429 178 St. 





9935 170 St. 
10620 178 St. 
17508 Stony Plain Rd. 


10603 107 Ave. 


NORTH 


5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 


14903 118 Ave. 





9624 165 Ave, 
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10309 34 Ave, 
me 4909 99 St. 
4515 Gateway Blvd. 


My Faves” for couples — 


3424 99 St. 


2. can share — $60/month easensonn 


9542 86 Ave. 


9914 103 St. 


= Unlimited nationwide talk & text between you and your Damier 
a Unlimited local talk & text with 5 faves each ; Leduc 
w Unlimited local nights and weekendst gabcec hae 


® Up to 450 anytime minutes, PLUS 150 bonus minutes* 


5205 50 Ave, 


7 - 6109-45 St. 


‘Sherwood Park 
2020 Sherwood Dr. 
973 Ordze Rd. 


162 (Roadking) - 
26 Strathmoor Dr. 





Spruce Grove 


age 116 Westland Market Mall 


~ 30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 
Motorola W385 
$29.99" an 
(3 year term) : ° 
CT = L U Ss 30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 


Buy one phone, get the second FREE” the future is friendly we 
— peor : 
10182 Boulder Blvd. i 








For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 


* Available until March 31. 2008. All plan members have to ba on the same account and reside in the same province. Taxes. long distance, additional airtime, roaming, pay-per-use charges, monthly system access fee ($6.95) and monthly enhanced 911 mergency service access charge = vari province) Details 
= eee i aps cnn ce lan em peat EERE Nght nd weekend caling eludes lc cals Monday to Thursday fom Spm to 7am and ia rom Spm o Monday Tam. Ofer availabe un Merch 3, 208 one activators ony <cefaetes path teed oh Marie earn ai We RE 
at time of activation. Phone availailiy ant pricing may vay Prices ave subject to change without natic. + Offer available m connection wth new My Faves or couples activation, based on 22 or 3 year service agrasment on selected phones, and available for additonal plan members only. © 2008 TELUS. 7 : 
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